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BEFORE YOU GO 
ACTS 13:1-12 

 
I. DOING A NEW THING 

A. Act 1:8 ESV But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth.” 
1. How does that land with you? A command only for the apostles? A reminder that 

we aren’t what we should be? A heavy burden? 
2. Is it an imperative vs indicative?  

a) Imperative – command – you must, you have to  
b) Indicative - showing, signifying, or pointing out; - one thing leads to 

another  
(1) Where there is smoke, there is fire – not a statement about what 

something or someone should be, but what something or someone 
is 

3. Jesus’ words here are indicative and prophetic – you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes upon you – and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth 

B. So many Christians struggle to be who Jesus already says they are 
1. Leviticus – repeated by Peter – “You shall be holy, as I the Lord your God am 

holy.” 
a) We hear this as we hear many of these verses – “You are not _____; You 

should be ______; so go out and try to be __________” 
b) Holy, generous, loving, courageous, selfless, patient 

2. As one author points out “imperatives divorced from indicatives become 
impossibilities”  

3. One of my greatest fears as a pastor is that I lean harder into what we must do – 
then who God is and what He has done 

C. That is not how the New Testament authors taught or lived 
1. Romans 1-11 before Romans 12 – therefore 
2. 1 Cor - Having been set free from sin, [you] have become slaves of 

righteousness - [therefore] now present your members as slaves to 
righteousness leading to sanctification 

3. “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires’ - therefore, “walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh” (Galatians) 

D. If the words of Jesus are a burden, there’s an error in the system  
1. Jesus said “take my yoke upon you because my yoke is easy, and my burden is 

light, and you will find rest for your souls” 
2. That is what we see with the early church – not “I need to, or I have to – but I get 

to” 
3. Prayer - The text before us this morning will lead to a fundamental shift in how 

we view God’s direction 
 
13 Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers: Barnabas, 
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up with Herod 



the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now 
separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then, having 
fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away. Preaching in Cyprus. 
    
II. THE CHURCH AT ANTIOCH 

A. Antioch – first church to formally send out missionaries 
1. Early on – the message was carried by individuals pushed away from their 

homes due to persecution  
2. Now we see a deliberate church decision, led by the Holy Spirit, to send out 

missionaries for the sole purpose of sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ 
3. The church in Antioch sparks a global movement – 200 years later the entire 

Roman Empire has heard the message of Jesus – 2,000 years later, here we are 
B. What does it mean to be a missionary? 

1. What does a mission trip look like?  
2. We have all heard or experienced exciting stories of what God can do when a 

group of people are sent out with the message of the gospel to an unreached 
people 

3. Why can’t those things happen here? 
4. Missionary - a person sent on a religious mission, especially one sent to promote 

Christianity in a foreign country 
a) Peter writes “Beloved, I urge you as foreigners and pilgrims, abstain from 

sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. Live lives that cause the 
gentiles to glorify God,  

b) Aliens, passing through – this is not our home – but we are here with for 
purpose – we were in the world, then we were pulled out of the word and 
transformed by the power of God’s Holy Spirit, then we were placed back 
into the world 

c) What kind of missionary is sent to a foreign country – gets comfortable 
and never tells anyone about Jesus – letters home – “This month I played 
a little xbox, tried out a few new local restaurants, and got a haircut – send 
your financial support to” 

5. Many people do not know the saving message of Jesus Christ – they have a 
twisted understanding of righteousness and salvation – what we are saved from 
and what we are saved for 
a) “Here we go again, now I’m feeling guilty” 

C. Let’s look at the names mentioned in verse 1 
1. Barnabas – a key leader in the early church – “son of encouragement” 
2. Simeon – some believe this is the same man who carried the cross of Christ in 

Luke 23 
3. Lucius of Cyrene – a founder of the early church in Antioch  
4. Manaen – “comforter” – brought up or was close friends with Herod the tetrarch 

(member of the court) 
a) This is Herod Antipas – the same Herod who had ordered John the Baptist 

beheaded and his head presented on a platter at a dinner party 
5. Saul – a persecutor of the early church 

a) These were two men who traded their high positions for the lives they lead 
now 

b) While many would have traded their lives for Manaen’s and Saul’s – they 
had a different view 
(1) We know what Saul thought about his life before Jesus – ‘I was a 

Hebrew of Hebrews; an expert of the law; a true Pharisee – but 
what I thought was gain, I now consider it all loss for the sake of 



Christ. Everything is loss compared to the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. It is for His sake I have given up all 
these things. I want to know Christ, to know the power of His 
resurrection and to share in His sufferings.” 

(2) This isn’t the words of someone who has to, it is someone who gets 
to. He has found someone worth living and dying for. 

D. The Song of the Sirens 
1. In Greek mythology, the sirens were dangerous creatures, who lured nearby 

sailors with their enchanting music and singing voices to shipwreck on the rocky 
coast of their island. 

2. In Homer’s “The Odyssey” Odysseus had been warned, prior to the encounter 
about the dangers of the Sirens, and he prepared his men by having them put 
beeswax in their ears to block out the song. They then tied Odysseus to the mast 
of the boat, as he wanted to hear what the Sirens sang about. The beautiful song 
caused Odysseus to order that his men untie him, but instead they tightened the 
ropes and waited until they were clear of the Sirens to release him. 
a) Another story, Jason and the Argonauts. Jason’s travels would lead him 

by the Sirens on his journey, but like Odysseus, he too had been warned 
of their dangerous song. Jason had a different plan. He brought Orpheus, 
a skilled musician, along with his crew. When Orpheus heard the Sirens 
singing, he played music even more beautiful than their song to drown 
them out. 

3. It is a tragic delusion to think that walking with Jesus is settling for something 
lesser 
a) Following Jesus means missing out – Paul said I had it all, and it is refuse 

compared to knowing Christ Jesus 
b) Manaen had to feel the same or he wouldn’t have been in the company of 

these men – to go from power to persecuted – what makes someone do 
that? The found something that was worth it. 

III. THE SPIRIT SPEAKS 
A. As they ministered to the Lord and fasted 

1. This is where we get service and ministry wrong – “I’m going to do something for 
God!” 

2. That is usually the mentality, but they didn’t minster for the Lord, they ministered 
to Him 

3. True service or ministry is an overflow of worship and appreciation – it’s not “I’m 
doing what I’m told for God” – “I’m showing my appreciation to God” 
a) That is why Paul said “When I preach the gospel, I can’t brag or boast 

about it, I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the 
gospel!” 

b) If I was doing something that no one wanted to do, that I didn’t want to do 
– but I sucked it up and I did it – then I could brag – but how can I brag 
about something that I can’t stop doing = bragging about breathing  
(1) This isn’t an issue of behavior, it is an issue of desire – what we 

believe shapes what we do 
(2) Not that Paul always felt like doing it – but it was the core of who he 

was 
B. The Holy Spirit tells these men to separate Barnabas and Saul for the work for which I 

have called them 
1. This wouldn’t have been an easy instruction to follow – Saul was pretty sharp 

and Barnabas was the son of encouragement  



2. One pastor pointed out – it’s not how many people are in the seats but how many 
people are sent  

3. Not just to plant churches – but sent to take the gospel out in their daily lives  
a) What good is having a congregation that hears the message but never 

shares the message? 
 
Act 13:4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they 
sailed to Cyprus. 5 And when they arrived in Salamis, they preached the word of God in the 
synagogues of the Jews. They also had John as their assistant. 6 Now when they had gone 
through the island to Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew whose 
name was Bar-Jesus, 7 who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This 
man called for Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the 
sorcerer (for so his name is translated) withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul away 
from the faith.  
 
IV. OPPOSITION TO THE GOSPEL 

A. Cyprus 
1. Island in the Mediterranean Sea – members of the church in Antioch had family 

living in Cyprus, including Barnabas – where he grew up 
2. John – John Mark – Barnabas’ nephew   
3. Walk 90 miles across of the south coast of Cyprus, preaching in the synagogues 

first (pattern that Paul follows throughout his missionary journey) – eventually 
they end up in Paphos – the Roman capital of Cyprus 

4. Paphos was believed to be the birthplace of the Greek goddess Aphrodite (the 
goddess of love) – also known as Venus to the Romans 
a) Paphos was well known for its impressive Temple of Aphrodite – which 

was essentially a glorified brothel disguised as a house of worship 
B. During their visit to Paphos Paul, Barnabas, and John Mark come across an unlikely 

pair 
1. Bar-Jesus who is described as a sorcerer, a false prophet, and a Jew 
2. Sergius Paulus – a Roman governor (Q. Sergius (Paulus) mentioned in a 

discovered inscription from Cyprus in the 80s) – man of power and intelligence 
a) What was this magician doing with a Roman governor? – evil influence 

always seems to find a seat close to those in power (astrologers) 
b) Wondered if this was J.R. Tolken’s inspiration - Lord of the Rings – 

Theoden – King of Rohan/Wormtongue  
c) To think some, if not many, of our world leaders are not influenced by evil 

would be naive 
3. Some commentators point out the similarities between Paul and Barnabas being 

filled with the Spirit, sent out, and coming face to face with Bar-Jesus and Jesus, 
filled with the Spirit, sent out, and coming face to face with Satan 
a) Where the gospel goes, the gospel will be opposed.  

C. No one ever said this would be easy 
1. Manaes and Paul – trading their old life for a new one was a welcome exchange 
2. Bar-Jesus loved his life – for him the gospel was a threat – a threat to his position 

of power and influence – he was not going to let go of the position easily  
 
Acts 13:9 Then Saul, who also is called Paul, (Jew and a Roman citizen) filled with the Holy 
Spirit, looked intently at him 10 and said, “O full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, 
you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord? 
11 And now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind, not seeing the 
sun for a time.” And immediately a dark mist fell on him, and he went around seeking 



someone to lead him by the hand. 12 Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had 
been done, being astonished at the teaching of the Lord. 
 
 
V. GREATER IS HE WHO IS IN YOU 

A. Before we start calling people sons of the devil and pronouncing them blind  
1. Paul – filled with the Holy Spirit 

a) This wasn’t personal, it was spiritual – these weren’t Paul’s frustrated 
words – these were the words of God spoken through Paul 

2. Bar-Jesus – wasn’t someone struggling through life, wrestling with sin, shrouded 
in hopelessness – or someone who had stumbled, made a mistake, love covers 
a multitude of sins 
a) A liar, a fraud, doing the work of the devil, at war with the gospel, 

purposely and directly perverting the truth of the gospel for personal gain 
b) This isn’t someone working to understand the gospel – this is someone 

who is deliberately standing in the way of it 
B. Those who think they have power and authority will come face to face with true power 

and authority 
1. The hand of the Lord is upon you – you shall be blind (irony) – a dark mist fell on 

him, and he went around seeking someone to lead him by the hand 
2. Very similar experience to Paul’s on the road to Damascus 

a) Warning for a time – seems harsh but was an act of grace and an 
opportunity for repentance (every knee will bow) 

b) That is all the proconsul needed to see and he believed  
C. Conclusion  

1. Paul begins his missionary journey it is important to remember it was born out of 
a deep love and appreciation for Jesus 
a) He was ministering to the Lord, and then He was set apart by the Lord, 

and then He was sent out to do the work of the Lord 
  


