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PRIDE AND PREJUDICE – PART 2 
ACTS 10:24-11:18 

 
I. TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH 

A. Jesus said to his disciples you will be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth 
1. Persecution pushed them out of Jerusalem into Judea and Samaria and as they 

scattered, they preached the Gospel wherever they went 
2. As the Gospel began to spread there was still a large obstacle that needed to be 

overcome 
a) Misconception that salvation was only available to the Jews, they were 

God’s chosen people so salvation must be reserved for them 
b) The Jewish people had perverted the doctrine of election in the Old 

Testament into one of favoritism 
c) Used the Old Testament scriptures as an excuse for racial pride and 

hatred 
d) To them the gentiles were ‘dogs’ 
e) Instituted traditions which kept them divided 

3. Jesus began to tear these walls down during His earthly ministry 
a) Often told His disciples – we must go to Samaria, where He met the 

Samaritan woman at the well  
b) He even told the disciples a parable where a Samaritan man was the hero 

and the religious elite were the villains 
B. Now we see this mission to the gentiles continued 

1. Paul has been converted and God is going to use him to be a light to the gentiles 
2. Peter is now being used to convert a Roman family who will in turn spread the 

truth of the gospel  
3. At the beginning of Chapter 10 God sends an angel to a Roman centurion named 

Cornelius and tells him to send men to Peter and summon Peter to his house 
a) At the same time God gives Peter a vision that illustrates his desire to 

reach the gentiles but his hesitancy due to social barriers 
b) Dallas Willard - “Jesus invited people to follow him into the sort of life from 

which behavior such as loving one’s enemies will seem like the only 
sensible and happy thing to do. For a person living that life, the hard thing 
to do would be to hate the enemy, to turn the supplicant away, or to curse 
the curser… True Christlikeness, true companionship with Christ, comes 
at the point where it is hard not to respond as he would.”  

II. RISE AND GO 
 
Act 10:19-48  While Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Behold, three men 
are seeking you.  (20)  Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have 
sent them."  (21)  Then Peter went down to the men who had been sent to him from Cornelius, 
and said, "Yes, I am he whom you seek. For what reason have you come?"  (22)  And they 
said, "Cornelius the centurion, a just man, one who fears God and has a good reputation 
among all the nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy angel to summon you to 
his house, and to hear words from you."  (23)  Then he invited them in and lodged them. On 
the next day Peter went away with them, and some brethren from Joppa accompanied him.   



 
A. The walls of prejudice are already coming down 

1. First off Peter was staying at the home of a tanner – someone who worked with 
dead animals – “unclean” 

2. Peter invited the men in – a big no no in Jewish culture but it was evident that 
God was putting this all together 
a) Peter hadn’t always been this obedient, but the Lord is faithful to finish the 

work He started in him 
3. They all got a good night’s rest and the following morning Peter, and his new 

entourage set out north along the coastal road to Caesarea 
4. 10 men total, the three Gentiles from Cornelius, Peter, and 6 of his friends from 

Joppa  
 
(24)  And the following day they entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for them, and 
had called together his relatives and close friends.   
 

B. Cornelius didn’t know when they would return or if Peter would even return with them 
1. But he was confident enough to call his relatives and close friends together 
2. Can you imagine the invitation from Cornelius? God spoke to me through an 

angel messenger and told me to send for a Jewish man named Peter. He is 
supposed to come tell me what to do next. Come over and let’s wait for him 
together. 
a) Cornelius comes across as a man that others were willing to follow 
b) No surprise his friends and families were receptive, probably even excited 

about what was going to happen next 
 
(25)  As Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him.  
(26)  But Peter lifted him up, saying, "Stand up; I myself am also a man."  (27)  And as he 
talked with him, he went in and found many who had come together.  (28)  Then he said to 
them, "You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go to one of 
another nation. But God has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean.  
(29)  Therefore I came without objection as soon as I was sent for. I ask, then, for what reason 
have you sent for me?"   
 

C. Cornelius thinks Peter is some form of deity, so he falls down at his feet to worship him 
1. This is still taking place today – There is a church built over Peter’s supposed 

burial site in Rome, one of the largest churches in the world, and it’s regarded as 
one of the holiest Catholic shrines 

2. The big toe on the bronze statue of Peter has been rubbed down to nothing 
because of so many people touching it and kissing it 

3. Peter’s reaction is the same as all the disciples when people attempted to give 
them credit for what the Lord was doing 
a) Get up! I myself am also a man! If you had any idea what kind of man I 

have been, what Jesus has saved me from, you would not be on your 
knees.  

D. Peter explains the prior customs of exclusivity  
1. It is unlawful – translated – it is socially taboo 
2. But God has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean  
3. In 4 simple verses we see two destructive extremes that have caused much hurt 

and pain over all of human history 
a) Idolizing and worshiping man, glorifying man as if he were God 



b) Utterly despising man, seeing him as a worthless animal, unclean, 
unworthy 
(1) As with so many other things the devil is completely satisfied with 

us living at either of those extremes 
(2) Peter refused both those lies. He refused to be treated by Cornelius 

as if he were a god and he refused to treat Cornelius as if he were 
a dog. 

(3) He simply loved Cornelius as a man, cared about him and his 
salvation 
(a) No man should be worshipped, and no man should be 

considered worthless – both sentiments are demonic 
4. Peter asks why have you sent for me? 

a) Both men are still a little unsure about what is going on 
III. FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL 
 
(30)  So Cornelius said, "Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour I 
prayed in my house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing,  (31)  and said, 
'Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and your alms are remembered in the sight of God.  
(32)  Send therefore to Joppa and call Simon here, whose surname is Peter. He is lodging in 
the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea. When he comes, he will speak to you.'  (33)  So I sent 
to you immediately, and you have done well to come. Now therefore, we are all present before 
God, to hear all the things commanded you by God."   
 

A. Cornelius tells Peter the story of his vision of the angel which had taken place four days 
ago 
1. We are all here in the presence of God expecting Him to speak to us through you 
2. Charles Spurgeon was once asked what makes a great preacher and his 

response was “a great congregation” 
3. God give me this excitement when I come to church, when I open your Word, 

when I pray 
a) God has said “you will find Me when you seek Me with your whole heart” – 

I should be as excited as Cornelius and his family are because I know I 
am in God’s presence 

b) Do we believe this? If we did it would change how we view church, how 
we view Bible Study, and how we view prayer 

 
(34)  Then Peter opened his mouth and said: "In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality.   
 

B. Share what God is showing you with others 
1. It is an encouragement and a faith builder to hear how Jesus is working in the 

lives of our church family 
2. The Lord is showing Peter that He is not a respecter of persons – He loves 

everyone. No one is excluded from His love and affection despite what past 
traditions have told him. 

 
(35)  But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him.  (36)  
The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ—He 
is Lord of all— (37)  that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and 
began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached:  (38)  how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.  (39)  And we are witnesses of all things 



which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a 
tree.  (40)  Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly,  (41)  not to all the 
people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him after 
He arose from the dead.  (42)  And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify 
that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead.  (43)  To Him all 
the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission 
of sins."   
 

C. Why did God orchestrate all of this? The vision, the angel, the many miles traveled? 
1. So that Cornelius and his friends and family would know the truth about Jesus 

Christ 
D. Peter explains the history of who Jesus is, the theology of what He has accomplished, 

and what Cornelius and his family should do – the gospel 
1. If we find ourselves in the midst of what seems to be some strange coincidence 

our first prayer should be “God who do you want me to share Jesus with?” 
a) Whether God brings a hurting neighbor into your life, or a friend you 

haven’t seen in years, we should be ready for these moments.  
b) It’s the reason we’re alive.  

IV. FROM DIVISION TO UNITY 
 
(44)  While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard 
the word.  (45)  And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as 
came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.  
(46)  For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. Then Peter answered,  (47)  
"Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit 
just as we have?"  (48)  And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then 
they asked him to stay a few days. 
 

A. As Peter taught the Word the Holy Spirit fell upon those who heard it 
1. Again – simple and without fan fair – the Word was taught and their hearts were 

open to receive all that God had for them  
a) There is a Biblical precedence for the Spirit of God moving through the 

teaching of the Word and again we see that here 
B. As this took place the walls of thousands of years of prejudice began to fall.  

1. The Jewish men that came with Peter could not deny that what was taking place 
was the same thing that had happened to them on the day of Pentecost 

2. This could only mean Jesus died for all men both Jew and Gentile 
a) Salvation and the gift of the Holy Spirit was not exclusive to the Jews 

3. The men and women in the room were no longer Jew and Gentile – they were 
brothers and sisters united in Christ through the power of His Holy Spirit 
a) Peter saw this as well and saw no reason for these new believers not to 

be baptized 
b) The Great Commission is beginning to be taken to the ends of the earth! 
c) What a wonderful thing! Well, not for everyone. 

 
Act 11:1-18  Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the 
Gentiles also had received the word of God.  (2)  So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcision party criticized him, saying,  (3)  "You went to uncircumcised men and ate with 
them."  (4)  But Peter began and explained it to them in order:  (5)  "I was in the city of Joppa 
praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let 
down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me.  (6)  Looking at it closely, I 



observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air.  (7)  And I heard a voice 
saying to me, 'Rise, Peter; kill and eat.' (8)  But I said, 'By no means, Lord; for nothing 
common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.'  (9)  But the voice answered a second time 
from heaven, 'What God has made clean, do not call common.' (10)  This happened three 
times, and all was drawn up again into heaven.  (11)  And behold, at that very moment three 
men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea.  (12)  And the Spirit told 
me to go with them, making no distinction. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we 
entered the man's house.  (13)  And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house 
and say, 'Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter;  (14)  he will declare to you a 
message by which you will be saved, you and all your household.'  (15)  As I began to speak, 
the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning.  (16)  And I remembered the word of 
the Lord, how he said, 'John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' 
(17)  If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?"  (18)  When they heard these things 
they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, "Then to the Gentiles also God has granted 
repentance that leads to life." 
 

C. Who was I that I could stand in God’s way? 
1. Peter makes it clear it was through God’s vision, God’s command, and God’s 

preparation, and God’s action that this all came to pass – as it should be with any 
work of the Lord 
a) It started and ended with the Lord 
b) The people fell silent - And they glorified God, saying, then to the Gentiles 

also God has granted repentance that leads to life." 
c) Unity within this body of believers – in tune with the Spirit of God - “Has it 

ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork 
are automatically tuned to each other? They are of one accord by being 
tuned, not to each other, but to another standard to which each one must 
individually bow. So one hundred worshipers met together, each one 
looking away to Christ, are in heart nearer to each other than they could 
possibly be, were they to become 'unity' conscious and turn their eyes 
away from God to strive for closer fellowship.”  A.W. Tozer 

D. Conclusion 
1. There is no room in the body of Christ for prejudice – no man is common and no 

man is to be worshiped, all men should be loved – there is no distinctions in his 
church – one part is not of more importance than another 

2. God has and will continue to go to great lengths to reach out to the lost 
3. Who are we to stand in the way of what God is doing in are community?  


