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ACTS 09:32 – 10:23 
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE – PART 1 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. Acts – the church in motion 

1. The continued work of Jesus by His Holy Spirit through His church  
2. The means by which the gospel went out were different for different people, but 

the mission remained the same 
a) Stephen was called to die for the gospel, Philip was called to live for it 

3. Throughout the life of Philip, the seasons of his life changed but whether he was 
a deacon serving tables, or an evangelist in Samaria, or a disciple maker in 
Gaza, or a missionary traveling from city to city spreading the Gospel of Jesus, or 
a father raising four daughters in the Lord in Caesarea – the mission remained 
the same  
a) Make Jesus known – because Philip knew the message Peter preached 

was true – “there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by 
which we must be saved.” 

B. In chapter 9, we saw a dramatic display of the transforming power of salvation through 
Saul 
1. While Saul was still breathing threats and murder against followers of Jesus, he 

had an encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus  
2. Jesus asked Saul “Why are you persecuting me?” – Jesus is His church – He 

directly associates Himself with His followers  
a) Matt 25 - Truly I say to you, inasmuch as you have done it to one of the 

least of these, My brothers, you have done it to Me 
b) Paul writes in Eph 5 - Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which 

he is the Savior 
3. The church is an extension of Jesus – not of a pastor or an elder or a board – 1 

Peter 5:1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness 
of Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be 
shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not 
because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; 
not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those 
entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief 
Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade 
away. 

4. Luke may be focusing on the lives of Peter, Philip, and Paul – but they are not 
the central characters in our story, they are not carrying out their plans or their 
vision for this movement – they are simply ambassadors for Jesus. 
a) The physical extension of Jesus here on earth 

C. We will see that as Luke shifts our attention back to Peter in chapter 9 
 
9:32 Now it came to pass, as Peter went through all parts of the country, that he also came 
down to the saints who dwelt in Lydda. 33 There he found a certain man named Aeneas, who 
had been bedridden eight years and was paralyzed. 34 And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus 



the Christ heals you. Arise and make your bed.” Then he arose immediately. 35 So all who 
dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord. 
 
II. JESUS THE MESSIAH HEALS YOU 

A. Think about how Peter’s relationship with Jesus had developed over the years 
1. A relationship that started with Peter telling Jesus to get away from him 

a) Luke 5 – after a night of fishing that amounted to tired hands and empty 
nets, Jesus told Simon to go out again – they caught so many fish their 
boats began to sink 

b) Peter got back to shore “Get away from me, I am a sinful man.” 
c) “Don’t be afraid; for now you will be fishers of men” 

2. So Peter began to follow Jesus – take part in the miraculous – crowds started to 
form and Peter was part of the inner circle  

3. Danger of being used by God, start to think it has something to do with us 
a) Keeps children from coming to him, argues with the other disciples about 

who will be greatest in the kingdom, having nothing to say says, resists 
the very reason Jesus came (get behind me satan), tells Jesus he knows 
better that He doesn’t have to wash his feet, falls asleep in the garden 
when Jesus pleaded with them to pray, cuts of a soldiers ear when they 
come to arrest Jesus, and then denies Christ three times during his 
crucifixion 
(1) So broken by his betrayal, he returns to what he knows – fishing  

b) That is where Jesus restores him to ministry  
4. Quite the journey – dispels any false notion that we can’t be used by God 

because of our past – Peter and Saul make that pretty clear 
B. That road leads Peter here – Jesus the Christ heals you 

1. Jesus the Anointed One – the Messiah – the one we have been waiting for – He 
heals you 
a) The way this brief encounter reads echoes of Jesus’ ministry – paralyzed 

man lowered through the ceiling – “Get up, take your mat, and go home” 
b) Healing at the pool of Bethesda – man who had been unable to walk for 

38 years – “Rise, take up your bed and walk” 
2. All who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord 

a) No longer in Jerusalem, Judea, or Samaria – the boarders of the early 
church are expanding – with that comes a new level of diversity within the 
church  

 
9:36 At Joppa (12 miles from Lydda on the coast) there was a certain disciple named Tabitha, 
which is translated Dorcas. This woman was full of good works and charitable deeds which 
she did. 37 But it happened in those days that she became sick and died. When they had 
washed her, they laid her in an upper room. (instead of burying her) 38 And since Lydda was 
near Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent two men to him, 
imploring him not to delay in coming to them. 39 Then Peter arose and went with them. When 
he had come, they brought him to the upper room. And all the widows stood by him weeping, 
showing the tunics and garments which Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 But 
Peter put them all out, and knelt down and prayed. And turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, 
arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. 41 Then he gave her his 
hand and lifted her up; and when he had called the saints and widows, he presented her alive. 
42 And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed on the Lord.  
 

C. If the previous miracle didn’t call our attention back to Jesus’ earthly ministry, this one 
certainly should 



1. Striking how similar this reads to the events of Mark 5 when Jesus raised Jairus’ 
daughter from the dead 

2. Then he called to the dead woman, Tabitha, arise. In Aramaic this phrase would 
be Tabitha cumi  

3. Mark 5:41 Then He took the child by the hand, and said to her, “Talitha, 
cumi,” which is translated, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.”  

4. Peter is acting as the physical extension of the mind and heart of Jesus. Directed 
and empowered by the Spirit of God 
a) Encouraging that this once insecure and overconfident man is now 

embodying the person of Jesus  
b) Not just Peter, Stephen cried out with a loud voice “Lord, do not charge 

them with this sin.” 
5. 2 Cor 3:17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a 
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 
from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
a) Col 3:8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, 

malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to 
one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 
10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in 
knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,  

b) Or as Paul puts it again simply “we were chosen to be conformed to the 
image of His Son” 

D. On the surface that sounds incredible, but as someone once said, we often want the life 
of Jesus without the lifestyle of Jesus 
1. What is the lifestyle of Jesus? One of constant connection to His Father 
2. The example we have been given - Making time and space for His Father speak 

– escaping the crowds, finding a place of silence and solitude, and being still  
a) Separating ourselves from the infinite distractions of this world – to hear 

from God in prayer and through His word  
b) Scripture is not simply text to be studied, it is God’s living word – when we 

approach it we must approach with the understanding that we are meeting 
with God 

c) Let me provide some practical tips – prepare yourself 
(1) Turn your phone off – ask God to quiet your mind and heart, pray 

that He would work through His Holy Spirit, which dwells within you, 
to guide your study 

(2) 1 Cor 2:13 These things we also speak, not in words which 
man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, 
comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural 
man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they 
are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned. 15 But he who is spiritual judges all 
things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. 16 For “who 
has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct 
Him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 

(3) Take your time as you read, don’t rush 
(4) Wait on certain passages, think them through, grant the Lord room 

to speak 
(5) Talk to God – a relationship is a two-way street 

(a) We are not learning rules, or studying a religion, we are 
developing a relationship 



(b) In this relationship that the Lord reveals not just what we 
should do, but transforms us into who we should be – He’s 
not done with Peter yet 

 
Acts 9:43 So it was that he stayed many days in Joppa with Simon, a tanner. 
 
10:1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the 
Italian Regiment, 2 a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave 
alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always. 3 About the ninth hour of the day 
he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius!” 4 And 
when he observed him, he was afraid, and said, “What is it, lord?” So he said to him, “Your 
prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa, 
and send for Simon whose surname is Peter. 6 He is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose 
house is by the sea. He will tell you what you must do.” 7 And when the angel who spoke to 
him had departed, Cornelius called two of his household servants and a devout soldier from 
among those who waited on him continually. 8 So when he had explained all these things to 
them, he sent them to Joppa. 
III. THE GENTILES AND THE CHURCH 

A. At this point the church was primarily made up of Jewish converts – there was the 
Ethiopian who was saved but he took the gospel back to his people 
1. As the gospel spreads more gentiles are placing their faith and trust in Jesus  
2. What sounds wonderful on the surface makes for an uncomfortable situation 

behind the scenes  
B. As fellow Jews became believers it was relatively easy to acclimate them into the early 

church 
1. These were brothers and sisters who were already sharing their lives together – 

same customs, same traditions, same culture 
2. Now non-Jews were accepting Jesus – people from different cultures, with 

different customs and different traditions  
3. Add to that the spiritual superiority complex that had crept into Jewish worship 

a) There was a significant generational divide between Jews and non-Jews  
4. Now the early church is presented with this uncomfortable dilemma – what do we 

do with non-Jewish converts 
a) Separate the church – divide it between Jew and Gentile?  
b) Jesus prayed “Father make them one as you and I are one” 

C. Here we are introduced to Cornelius – a Roman centurion  
1.  Roman Empire – an oppressing, occupying army 
2. Cornelius is a commander within this army – enemy – on a historical, cultural, 

and political level  
3. We also learn that he was a devout man who feared God, generous, and was a 

man of prayer – in constant conversation 
a) In that time of prayer that God speaks to him and he does what the Lord 

asks 
10:9 The next day, as they went on their journey and drew near the city, Peter went up on the 
housetop to pray, about the sixth hour. 10 Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; but 
while they made ready, he fell into a trance 11 and saw heaven opened and an object like a 
great sheet bound at the four corners, descending to him and let down to the earth. 12 In it 
were all kinds of four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of 
the air. 13 And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “Not so, 
Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or unclean.” 15 And a voice spoke to him 
again the second time, “What God has cleansed you must not call common.” 16 This was 
done three times. And the object was taken up into heaven again. 10:17 Now while Peter 



wondered within himself what this vision which he had seen meant, behold, the men who had 
been sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon’s house, and stood before the gate. 
18 And they called and asked whether Simon, whose surname was Peter, was lodging there. 
19 While Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are seeking 
you. 20 Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have sent them.” 
21 Then Peter went down to the men who had been sent to him from Cornelius, and said, 
“Yes, I am he whom you seek. For what reason have you come?” 22 And they said, “Cornelius 
the centurion, a just man, one who fears God and has a good reputation among all the nation 
of the Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy angel to summon you to his house, and to hear 
words from you.” 23 Then he invited them in and lodged them. On the next day Peter went 
away with them, and some brethren from Joppa accompanied him. 
IV. PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 

A. As far as Peter had come in his relationship with Jesus, there were still old ways of 
thinking that he needed to break free from 
1. Stood in the way of him living out the mission of Jesus 
2. It is in prayer that the Lord works to remove those deep seeded prejudices that 

he had lived with his entire life 
3. It wasn’t just Peter who needed to be transformed, it was the entire early church 

– but the Lord works in Peter first  
B. When we sit before the Lord in prayer, He doesn’t just tell us what we should do, He 

makes us into who we should be 
1. In this dream – unclean animals – unclean synonymous with being separated 

from God’s presence  
a) Levitical law forbid eating of certain animals 

2. There was some wrestling going on within the mind and heart of Peter – staying 
with a tanner – unclean profession, he became very hungry – and in his dream at 
feast came down from heaven and a voice “Go ahead, eat it” 

3. “This must be a test” – No sir, I will not eat anything common or unclean. “What 
God has cleansed you must not call common.” 
a) I believe Peter was being called by the Spirit to the Gentiles, drawn to 

them, his Spirit hungered to reach them – and he resisted the call because 
of generational prejudice shrouded in spirituality 

C. It doesn’t matter how long we’ve walked with Jesus, we carry with us wrong ways of 
thinking and perceiving others 
1. Prejudices – determining someone’s worth by age or gender or profession or 

race or appearance  
a) Looking down on those who are different 
b) Parts of us that stand in the way of reflecting the heart of Christ  

2. Let’s not make light of Peter’s difficult situation – the Romans were occupying 
Jerusalem, they were oppressing God’s people – and one of their employees 
sends for Peter  

3. Peter is a leader within the church, and he must lead the way – there will be one 
body, one church, because there is one Spirit, one Father, and one Son, Jesus 
Christ - Col 3:8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, 
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to 
one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and 
have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the 
image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but 
Christ is all and in all. 

4. Peter will go and meet with Cornelius and his family, and the spirit of God will fall 
on them – and the Jewish believers are not happy about it 



“Jesus never expected us simply to turn the other cheek, go the second mile, bless those who persecute 
us, give unto them that ask, and so forth. These responses, generally and rightly understood to be 
characteristic of Christlikeness, were put forth by him as illustrative of what might be expected of a new 
kind of person – one who intelligently and steadfastly seeks, above all else, to live within the rule of God 
and be possessed by the kind of righteousness that God himself has, as Matthew 6:33 portrays. Instead, 
Jesus did invite people to follow him into that sort of life from which behavior such as loving one’s 
enemies will seem like the only sensible and happy thing to do. For a person living that life, the hard 
thing to do would be to hate the enemy, to turn the supplicant away, or to curse the curser… True 
Christlikeness, true companionship with Christ, comes at the point where it is hard not to respond as he 
would.”  
Dallas Willard 
 
 
“Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork are automatically tuned 
to each other? They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each other, but to another standard to which 
each one must individually bow. So one hundred worshipers met together, each one looking away to 
Christ, are in heart nearer to each other than they could possibly be, were they to become 'unity' 
conscious and turn their eyes away from God to strive for closer fellowship.”  
 


