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1KINGS 
 
 

THE JOY OF THE GENEROUS 
2 CORINTHIANS 9 

I. THE JOY OF THE GENEROUS 

A. Chapters 8 & 9 deal with the principal of generosity – our identity in Christ 

1. On Paul’s third missionary journey, while he visited the churches of Macedonia 
and Achaia, he took an offering for the church in Jerusalem 
2. They were going through very difficult times financially because of persecution 
and famine  
3. The churches in Thessalonica, Berea, and Philippi (in Macedonia) were going 
through difficult financial times themselves but despite their lack they gave freely 
4. Chapter 8 “That in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their 
deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality” 

a) The churches of Macedonia were in the midst of financial hardship and 
they are giving freely.  
b) The church in Corinth was in the midst of financial prosperity and they 
hadn’t raised anything. What was the difference? The churches of Macedonia 
had discovered the joy in giving 
c) Paul says they were “imploring us with much urgency that we would 
receive the gift.” They begged Paul to take their gift to Jerusalem. They were 
pleading for the opportunity to give.  
d) They had discovered that giving was so rewarding, so joyous, so fulfilling 
that they jumped at the chance to care for the brothers and sisters 
e) God wants to do that same work in us – so that we are jumping at the 
chance to share our resources, so that we are falling over one another trying to 
help – many in our fellowship have found that place.  

B. Our God is a generous God – God so loved the world that He gave. If our God is 
generous wouldn’t it stand to reason He wants His kids to be generous too?  

1. If we are called to be ambassadors of Christ, representatives of Jesus shouldn’t 
our lives reflect that same generosity?  

a) Paul’s exhortation wasn’t simply about giving more, he was calling the 
church in Corinth to deeper relationship with Jesus 
b) This was about their identity in Christ – religion is about duty, relationship 
is about transformation of heart. Zacchaeus, the crooked tax collector, found 
salvation and gave half his money to the poor and paid back everyone he 
cheated 4x what he owed them, the first church sold their positions and shared 
all that they had 
c) That’s what we need – we need our desires to be transformed – we need 
our love to grow for God and His church so that we are falling over one another 
looking for an opportunity to give because we have found the joy of giving  
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2 Cor 9:1 Now concerning the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to 
you; 2 for I know your willingness, about which I boast of you to the Macedonians, that Achaia 
was ready a year ago; and your zeal has stirred up the majority. 3 Yet I have sent the brethren, 
lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this respect, that, as I said, you may be ready; 
4 lest if some Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we (not to mention you!) 
should be ashamed of this confident boasting. 5 Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the 
brethren to go to you ahead of time, and prepare your generous gift beforehand, which you 
had previously promised, that it may be ready as a matter of generosity and not as a grudging 
obligation. 6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not 
grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace 
abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an 
abundance for every good work. 9 As it is written: “He has dispersed abroad, He has given to 
the poor; His righteousness endures forever.” 10 Now may He who supplies seed to the 
sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits 
of your righteousness, 11 while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes 
thanksgiving through us to God. 12 For the administration of this service not only supplies the 
needs of the saints, but also is abounding through many thanksgivings to God, 13 while, 
through the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the obedience of your confession to the 
gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and all men, 14 and by their prayer for 
you, who long for you because of the exceeding grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be to God for 
His indescribable gift! 
 
II. FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP 

A.  Willing is not the same as doing – Heart is there, but the hands don’t match the heart 

1. Matthew 25 – Well done good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your lord. 
2. Amo 1:1 The words of Amos, who was among the sheepbreeders of Tekoa, 
which he saw concerning Israel 

a) Words which he saw – interesting description but not uncommon in 
scripture.  
b) How did God create the universe? God said – God spoke  
c) Joh 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  
d) Joh 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 
e) God’s Word has substance, it can be seen and felt. God’s Words and His 
actions are inseperable – when He speaks it is so, we aren’t left to wonder if it 
will come to pass. 

3. Simply not the same with us – our word, our promises, our commitments – we 
break them all the time 

a) We stand before the one that we love and commit our lives to them – until 
death do us part – and then things get difficult and we part 
b) Our commitment only goes as far as our convenience, once that 
commitment starts to hurt, once it draws a little blood we bail (result of living in a 
culture that isn’t willing to suffer) 
c) The church in Corinth probably believed they would give – their Spirit was 
willing but once they were faced with the reality of parting from their beloved 
money they saw that their flesh was weak 

 



B. Talking about change feels good 

1. Talking about getting healthy, talking about saving money, creating a budget, and 
getting out of debt, talking about quitting smoking and drinking, talking about spending 
more time in prayer, talk, talk, talk  
2. “Talk is cheap because supply exceeds demand”  
3. Our flesh is satisfied with talk in place of action because it doesn’t cost anything 
Talk is cheap unless it is coming out of the mouth of God – then it’s pure gold  

a) 1Jn 3:18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in 
deed and in truth.  
b) We can say we love our church family but if we don’t equally take on the 
responsibility of supporting our church family how deep is that love? 

(1) “You can give without loving but you can never love without giving 
c) A generous people testify of a generous God. Paul says he wants their 
giving to be a matter of generosity and not as a reluctant obligation. A result of 
the Holy Spirit’s work in their lives, not because of guilt or shame 

4. One author wrote that “Christian fund raising has reached the end of its tether 
after it has adequately informed of the need. (Meaning – that should be the beginning 
and end of Christian fund raising) 

a)  Convincing is the terrain of the Holy Spirit and we dare not get in the way 
of His work. 
b) Once the need is presented it is the Holy Spirit that does the convincing. 
Our responsibility is to submit to the leading of the Spirit. 
c) Jesus promised that when we walk in the Spirit, walk where we He leads 
us, we are abiding in Him and that is where our joy is made full 
d) The problem is many churches no longer trust the work of the Spirit and 
have turned to psychological manipulation to raise funds. Pastors put on their 
used car salesman persona and pass the offering plate around 4, 5, 6 times to 
get their intended result (the misconception of the mega church) 

5. No wonder giving in the church is so misunderstood – someone forwarded me a 
video of a well-known pastor doing his very best to convince his congregation to 
purchase a second jet for his travels. You will never get that here – the need is 
presented and then it is up to the Holy Spirit to convince 

III. SOWING AND REAPING 

A. 2Co 9:6-9 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he 
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. (7) So let each one give as he purposes 
in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.  

1. This is what separated the Macedonian churches from the church in Corinth – 
they believed this Spiritual truth – it changed how they lived 

a) Same thing that Paul taught the elders in Ephesus - Act 20:35 I have 
shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the 
weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.' "  
b) So easy to nod our heads and say “yes” and “amen” and then go on living 
the same way we always have  



2. There's a story of a king who went into his village to greet his subjects. He 
wandered through the streets and as he was doing that he came across a beggar sitting 
by the roadside. The beggar eagerly held out his hand, sure that the king would give 
him something of value. Instead the king looked down at him and made a most unique 
request. He asked the beggar if he would please give him something? Taken aback the 
beggar remembered that his pocket was full of grains of rice that he was saving for 
dinner. He fished around and pulled out three little grains of rice and dropped them into 
the king's hand. At the end of the day when the beggar poured out what he had 
received for the day, he found to his astonishment at the bottom of his bowl three grains 
of solid gold and he wished he had given the king everything.  

a) I don’t think we are going to get to the end of our lives and wish we had 
just bought one more thing 

3. Paul is not saying that God will make every man who gives rich beyond their 
wildest dreams but this statement seems pretty cut and dry - He who sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  

B. God doesn’t need our resources, He wants our trust. He wants our devotion. 

1. He challenges our faith with one of the things we hold dearest to hearts.  
2. Are we willing to put our money, our resources in His hands? Do we trust Him 
with it? 

a) That’s one question we immediately know the answer to. My faith in God 
and my faith in His promises is immediately and continually tested in this very 
area. Do I truly trust God? Do I take Him at His Word? 

3. Just so we understand that this is in fact a Biblical principal let me give you a 
couple more verses 

a) Pro 19:17 He who has pity on the poor lends to the LORD, And He 
will pay back what he has given.  
b) Pro 11:24-25 There is one who scatters, yet increases more; And 
there is one who withholds more than is right, But it leads to poverty. (25) 
The generous soul will be made rich, And he who waters will also be 
watered himself. 
c) “That’s Old Testament stuff” – okay, Luk 6:38 give, and it will be given 
to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will 
be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back 
to you." 
d) I may not know what that promise looks like for each of us, but I know it 
goes beyond simple financial wellbeing 
e) “And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always 
having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work. 
2. Don’t we want to know what the looks like – all grace, all sufficiency, all things 
– seems pretty exhaustive and God is able! 

C. God loves a cheerful (merry, glad, joyous) giver 

1. The why matters, motives matter to God, the condition of our heart matters 
2. What if we can honestly say we just are not there. We want to be there, but our 
heart is not right? 

3. Matt 6:19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. 



4. Matt 6:24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and mammon. 

a) Why don’t we love to give? We have another love. Another master. One 
the causes us to live with a closed first.  
b) How can I change my heart? You can’t but God can as you confess 
your sin and surrender your will to Him. That is the gospel worked out in 
our lives 

(1) God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always 
having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good 
work. 

IV. IT IS ALL HIS  

A. 2Co 9:10-11(Isaiah 55:10) Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread 
for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your 
righteousness, (11) while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes 
thanksgiving through us to God. 

1. Paul continues the analogy of our resources being a seed. Who gave us the 
seed? It’s all the Lord’s anyway. And He gives more seed to those who are sowing 
2. You will be enriched in every way to be generous 

a) How foolish would a worker be who received a bag of seeds from the 
farmer and said to himself this is too valuable to plant? If I keep this bag of seeds 
in my room than I can keep it safe but if I plant it in the ground I can’t see it 
anymore. I’m not going to plant it. Then he returns to the farmer for more? 

3. God gives so we will give, and can experience the joy of giving! God is glorified 
and we experience His joy. The is what the Christian life is supposed to be. Glorifying 
God and enjoying Him forever! 

a) As one author points out “This is what separates us from mere 
philanthropists, we don’t give out of our own strength or from our own supply.”  

 
B. 2Co 9:12-15 For the administration of this service not only supplies the needs of 
the saints, but also is abounding through many thanksgivings to God, (13) while, 
through the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the obedience of your confession 
to the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and all men, (14) and by 
their prayer for you, who long for you because of the exceeding grace of God in you. 
(15) Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 

1. When we take responsibility for providing for the needs of our church family, we 
not only provide for the physical needs of our body but we provide for the Spiritual 
needs  
2. Paul says your giving will result in abounding thanksgivings to God – when the 
church in Jerusalem has heard of your generosity towards them, your love for them it 
will encourage them, it will build their faith – God will be glorified 

a) What an amazing testimony that could be for our family here at Central – 
scarcity mindset doesn’t have to be commonplace - The needs of the many are 
no longer met by the few 
b) If the heart is willing but the flesh is weak – exercise that muscle  
c) If the heart isn’t willing, God is able to transform our desires  

 


