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2CORINTHIANS 
 
 

THE OPEN HANDS OF JESUS 
2 CORINTHIANS 8 

 
2Co 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the 
churches of Macedonia:  (2)  that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and 
their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality.  (3)  For I bear witness that 
according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing,  (4)  imploring 
us with much urgency that we would receive the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to 
the saints. (5) And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and 
then to us by the will of God. (7) So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also 
complete this grace in you as well.  (7)  But as you abound in everything—in faith, in speech, 
in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us—see that you abound in this grace also. 
(8) I speak not by commandment, but I am testing the sincerity of your love by the diligence of 
others.  (9)  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for 
your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. (10) And in this 
I give advice: It is to your advantage not only to be doing what you began and were desiring to 
do a year ago;  (11)  but now you also must complete the doing of it; that as there was a 
readiness to desire it, so there also may be a completion out of what you have.  (12)  For if 
there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what one has, and not according to 
what he does not have.  (13)  For I do not mean that others should be eased and you 
burdened;  (14)  but by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may supply their 
lack, that their abundance also may supply your lack—that there may be equality. 
 
I. UNAPOLOGETIC 

A. Chapters 8 & 9  Paul deals with generosity 

1. “Here we go again, another pastor asking for money” Trust me I get it. I 
personally shutter at the idea of preaching on money because of how the message has 
been twisted and perverted 

a) But when you teach verse by verse through the Word of God you have to 
deal with the topics the Lord puts in front of you, unapologetically 

2. Even though Paul deals specifically with money and giving these chapters have 
more to do with our new identity in Christ 
3. As Paul has already told us “2Co 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is 
a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become 
new.” 

a) Salvation isn’t simply a change in our belief system – it’s a complete 
transformation of heart and mind 
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b) The prophet Ezekiel spoke of this transformation - Eze 36:26-27  I will 
give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of 
stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  (27)  I will put My 
Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep 
My judgments and do them. 

4. This chapter isn’t about giving more money to the church – it’s about becoming 
more like Jesus – I don’t want to rob you of that joy because I am afraid of being 
categorized with those who use the gospel for personal gain 

a) Instead, I want to encourage us to trust God in every area of our lives and 
experience the joy of obedience 

5. Joh 15:(4)  Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.  (5)  "I 
am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much 
fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.  (6)  If anyone does not abide in Me, he is 
cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into 
the fire, and they are burned.  (7)  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, 
you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.  (8)  By this My Father 
is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.  (9)  "As the 
Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.  (10)  If you keep My 
commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's 
commandments and abide in His love.  (11)  "These things I have spoken to you, 
that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. 

a) Abiding isn’t static - it is going where He goes, taking part in what He is 
doing 

II. JOY IN POVERTY 

A. Context - On Paul’s third missionary journey, while he visited the churches of 
Macedonia and Achaia, he collected an offering for the church in Jerusalem 

1. The church in Jerusalem was going through very difficult times financially due to 
intense persecution and famine  

 
2. Paul had a way of seeing every trial as an opportunity for God to be glorified 

a) Here was a chance for the Gentile Christians in Greece to minister to the 
Jewish believers in Jerusalem 
b) The church in Corinth had committed to Paul that they would help their 
Christian brothers in Jerusalem but after a year they still hadn't raised any money 
c) That’s the issue Paul is dealing with in chapters 8 and 9 

 
2Co 8:1-4  Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the 
churches of Macedonia:  (2)  that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and 
their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality.  (3)  For I bear witness that 
according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing,  (4)  imploring 
us with much urgency that we would receive the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to 
the saints. 
 

B. Paul starts by using the churches in Macedonia as an example 

1. The churches in Thessalonica, Berea, and Philippi were going through difficult 
financial times themselves but despite their lack they gave 

 



2. “That in a great trial of affliction > the abundance of their joy – out of their deep 
poverty > abounded in the riches of their liberality” 
3. That was their example – generosity in the midst of adversity – they gave joyfully, 
“imploring us” Paul writes, that we would receive their gift – giving despite their lack 
4. Ultimately who does Paul give credit to for their generosity – verse 1 “the grace 
of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia” 

a) They took Jesus’ words in Matthew 8 seriously – freely you have received, 
freely give 
b) Paul echoes these words of Christ in Acts 20 – it is better to give than to 
receive  

C. Here’s the contrast – the churches of Macedonia are in the midst of financial hardship 
and they are giving freely. The church in Corinth is in the midst of financial prosperity and they 
can’t quite find it in them to let go. Why the difference? 

1. The churches of Macedonia had discovered the joy in giving 
a) They had discovered that giving was so rewarding, so joyous, so fulfilling 
that they jumped at the chance 

2. How did the churches of Macedonia learn this truth? How did it become a reality 
for them? 

III. THE SECRET TO GENEROSITY 

2Co 8:5  And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to 
us by the will of God. 
 

A. They gave themselves to the Lord first – they submitted themselves to His will and in 
the midst of that God planted His desires deep within their hearts 

1. God’s desire was that the church in Jerusalem be well taken care of and the 
churches in Macedonia got to be a part of that work  
2. We see this same thing happen in the life of Zacchaeus. When Zacchaeus had 
come to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ he immediately gave half his money to 
the poor.  And then he paid back those he had cheated four times more than what he 
had cheated him for.  God instantaneously gave him a generous heart – one so 
generous that his wicked dealings with money sickened him and he had to make it right 

a) This isn’t religion – this is transformation – this is a man being made new – 
his old ways have passed, they are history – he is a new creation in Christ 

3. Same thing took place with the early church in Acts – the way they viewed their 
resources changed – How can I use what I have to be a blessing to others? 

 
2Co 8:6-7  So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also complete this grace in 
you as well.  (7)  But as you abound in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all 
diligence, and in your love for us—see that you abound in this grace also. 
 

B. You abound in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your 
love for us 

1. In 2 Corinthians this is not sarcastic – but Paul asks “why is this so difficult?” 
2. If we are not giving financial we have to ask why is this the one area we don’t 
trust God in?  

 



3. "Lord," prayed a young man, "I'm going to start a business and of whatever 
money it makes, I will keep 10 percent and give You 90 percent." Founder of the 
Quaker Oats Company, he kept his word and died a wealthy man, even though he gave 
nine cents of every dime to the Lord. 

a) Easy to pray that prayer but once that money starts flowing in, it becomes 
a little more difficult to keep that promise 

C. Listen to Moses warning to the Israelites in wilderness 

1. Deut 8:11 “Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping 
His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command you 
today, 12 lest—when you have eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses 
and dwell in them; 13 and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your 
silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied; 14 when 
your heart is lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; 15 who led you through that great 
and terrible wilderness, in which were fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty 
land where there was no water; who brought water for you out of the flinty rock; 
16 who fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your fathers did not know, 
that He might humble you and that He might test you, to do you good in the end—
17 then you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gained 
me this wealth.’ 
2. What did Moses see coming? Joshua 5 the Israelites entered into the Promised 
Land, land of Canan, - they no longer ate mana, now they ate of the land – begin to 
experience an abundance of resources  

a) What is the temptation - The forget their poverty - they forget what God 
has brought them out of – they forget everything belongs to God 

 
2Co 8:8-9  I speak not by commandment, but I am testing the sincerity of your love by the 
diligence of others.  (9)  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was 
rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. 
 
IV. TESTING THE SINCERITY OF YOUR LOVE 

A. Jesus taught us that where are treasure is, there our heart is also.  

1. Matt 6:19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths 
and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. 
2. How we handle our money is the true indicator of the condition of heart 
3. Principle that we see throughout scripture – Hard heart/Heart of stone – closed 
hand – treasures on earth  
4. Soft Heart/New Heart – Open hand – treasures in heaven  

B. Old Testament example of the heart of God 

1. The Year of Jubilee - The Year of the Jubilee involved a year of release from 
indebtedness (Leviticus 25:23-38) and all types of bondage (vv. 39-55). All prisoners 
and captives were set free, all slaves were released, all debts were forgiven, and all 
property was returned to its original owners. (gotquestions.org) 

 



2. A wonderful picture of the New Testament themes of redemption and 
forgiveness. Jesus paid our debt, no longer slaves to sin – we can now enter into His 
rest 
3. Deut 15:1 “At the end of every seven years you shall grant a release of 
debts. 2 And this is the form of the release: Every creditor who has lent anything 
to his neighbor shall release it; he shall not require it of his neighbor or his 
brother, because it is called the Lord’s release. 

a) This was debt that was incurred to avoid starvation – it was about survival 
– in a time when a few seasons of bad crops meant the family doesn’t eat 
b) Lifting a brother out of a cycle of poverty  

4. Deut 15:7 “If there is among you a poor man of your brethren, within any of 
the gates in your land which the Lord your God is giving you, you shall not 
harden your heart nor shut your hand from your poor brother, 8 but you shall 
open your hand wide to him and willingly lend him sufficient for his need, 
whatever he needs. 9 Beware lest there be a wicked thought in your heart, saying, 
‘The seventh year, the year of release, is at hand,’ and your eye be evil against 
your poor brother and you give him nothing, and he cry out to the Lord against 
you, and it become sin among you. 10 You shall surely give to him, and your 
heart should not be grieved when you give to him, because for this thing the Lord 
your God will bless you in all your works and in all to which you put your hand. 
11 For the poor will never cease from the land; therefore I command you, saying, 
‘You shall open your hand wide to your brother, to your poor and your needy, in 
your land. 

a) Who is my neighbor? How much do I have to give? Those are questions 
of a hard heart and a closed hand – shaped by a culture of abundance 
b) Who can I help? How can I give more? Those are questions of an open 
hand – mind is set on treasures in heaven – discovered the joy of generosity 
c) That is the closed hand vs the open hand – the hard heart conformed to 
the greed of our culture or the soft heart transformed into the likeness of Christ 
who though He was rich, became poor, so that we may become rich  

 
d) Is it ours to hoard or does everything we have belong to God? Do we 
receive the blessings of God and that is where they stop or do His blessing flow 
through us to others? 

V. MOVED TO ACTION 

 
2Co 8:10-14  And in this I give advice: It is to your advantage not only to be doing what you 
began and were desiring to do a year ago;  (11)  but now you also must complete the doing 
of it; that as there was a readiness to desire it, so there also may be a completion out of 
what you have.  (12)  For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what one 
has, and not according to what he does not have.  (13)  For I do not mean that others 
should be eased and you burdened;  (14)  but by an equality, that now at this time your 
abundance may supply their lack, that their abundance also may supply your lack—that 
there may be equality. 
 



A. Paul says you were moved to act, now follow through 

1. Jon Courson writes - Herein lies a great danger for us, for one of the great 
hazards of Bible study is thinking that by writing something in our notes, or agreeing 
with it in our hearts, we're actually doing whatever it is we're writing down or agreeing 
with. James likens this to one who looks in a mirror and realizes there should be some 
changes made, but doesn't do anything about it 

 
2. Joh 13:17  If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 
Knowledge does not always lead to action. Knowledge without action is worthless. 
3. When Paul writes about God’s grace, He isn’t talking about an attitude or feeling, 
He’s talking about God’s love expressed in life saving action and sacrifice  

a) His grace is tangible, concrete, there is substance to it – Christ loves us 
and gave Himself for us, though He was rich, He became poor, so that we may 
become rich  
b) That is the nature of our God – He is a generous– God so loved the world 
that He gave – every good and perfect gift comes from the Father of Lights – out 
of Adam’s rib he created a helpmate, a friend, and companion – Jesus told the 
disciples I must leave so that I may give you the wonderful gift of my Holy Spirit – 
we learned in 1st Corinthians that we have all been given gifts for the edification 
the building up of the church 

4. So if our God is generous wouldn’t it stand to reason He wants His kids to be 
generous too? 

a) If we are called to be ambassadors of Christ, representatives of Jesus 
shouldn’t our lives reflect that same generosity?  

5. Unfortunately for many Christians that’s just not the case. We have more in 
common with the Corinthians than we have with the believers in Macedonia 

a) We live in a nation of abundance where the average American household 
is richer than 93% but the harsh reality is that far too many Christians are missing 
out on the joy that comes with giving 
b) Because we have fallen into the same trap the church in Corinth did – we 
believe the culture when it tells us that it is better to receive than to give – if I just 
one more thing and then I will be happy – we live in a culture of consumerism - 
exposed to an average of 4,000 to 10,000 ads a day 
c) Do not be conformed, be transformed 
d) We’re not going to pass around the offering bags again but if the Lord is 
laying it on your heart to experience the joy of giving then deliberately make it a 
part of your life. 

 


