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CHANGED OR JUST BUSTED? 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In our study last week – The Apostle told the church in Corinth, not to receive the 
grace of God in vain 

1. In other words – not to be empty vessels which may look good on the outside but 
empty on the inside. 
 

B. We talked about the need for CONSISTENCY and SEPARATION in our Christian walk. 

1. Yesterday’s manna is not what the Lord desires.  It needs to be fresh every day! 
2. To live lives that are noticeably and respectably different that the world's. 
3. We talked about the evil spirit, when being exorcised, that said, ““Jesus I know, 

and Paul I know; but who are you?” 
a) Paul’s name was known in hell!  satan knew his name!  He was consistent 

and separated in his walk. 
  

C. We did not have time last Sunday to get to SEPARATION part of our teaching so that is 
where we will begin this study. 

II. A CALL TO SEPARATION 2CO 6:11-18 NKJV  O CORINTHIANS! WE HAVE SPOKEN 
OPENLY TO YOU, OUR HEART IS WIDE OPEN.  (12)  YOU ARE NOT RESTRICTED BY 
US, BUT YOU ARE RESTRICTED BY YOUR OWN AFFECTIONS.  (13)  NOW IN RETURN 
FOR THE SAME (I SPEAK AS TO CHILDREN), YOU ALSO BE OPEN.  (14)  DO NOT BE 
UNEQUALLY YOKED TOGETHER WITH UNBELIEVERS. FOR WHAT FELLOWSHIP HAS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS WITH LAWLESSNESS? AND WHAT COMMUNION HAS LIGHT WITH 
DARKNESS?  (15)  AND WHAT ACCORD HAS CHRIST WITH BELIAL? OR WHAT PART 
HAS A BELIEVER WITH AN UNBELIEVER?  (16)  AND WHAT AGREEMENT HAS THE 
TEMPLE OF GOD WITH IDOLS? FOR YOU ARE THE TEMPLE OF THE LIVING GOD. AS 
GOD HAS SAID: "I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM. I WILL BE THEIR 
GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE."  (17)  THEREFORE "COME OUT FROM 
AMONG THEM AND BE SEPARATE, SAYS THE LORD. DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS 
UNCLEAN, AND I WILL RECEIVE YOU."  (18)  "I WILL BE A FATHER TO YOU, AND YOU 
SHALL BE MY SONS AND DAUGHTERS, SAYS THE LORD ALMIGHTY." 

A. Paul now breaks into a call for separation from the world! 

1. The Lord's people have always been surrounded by evil. 
a) Without separation, the evil influences corrupt and soon you can't tell God’s 

people from unbelievers! 
(1) This was shown many times in the Old Testament. 

(a) Solomon turned away under the influence of heathen 
women.  QUOTE: BAD COMPANY CORRUPTS GOOD 
MORALS! 
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(i) 1Co 15:33  Do not be deceived: "Evil company 

corrupts good habits." 
(b) David with Bathsheeba.  Sex and money still turns hearts 

away. 
(i) Christians are not to be isolationists, but - a "light" in 

the middle of all the darkness! 
(a) Joh 17:15-16 NKJV  I do not pray that You 

should take them out of the world, but that 
You should keep them from the evil one.  
(16)  They are not of the world, just as I am 
not of the world. 

(b) QUOTE: "Lord, I pray not for an easier life, but 
that I might face it with more strength." 

2. God’s love is possessive. 
a) When the whole heart is given, the whole heart is expected in return! 

(1) 2Co 11:2 NKJV  For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. 
For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present 
you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 

b) He knows that if we really love Him - the world will take care of the 
separation. 
(1) Joh 15:18 NKJV  "If the world hates you, you know that it hated 

Me before it hated you. 
(2) As Christians, we are to consider our own life very little. 

(a) We are soldiers on active duty and can't afford to get 
entangled with the affairs of this life. 
(i) Rom 12:1-2 NKJV  I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service.  (2)  And do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God. 

3. As Christians we pray for revival.  We long for a time when the fire of God will burn 
bright enough for everyone to see Jesus, and thousands if not millions will be 
saved! 
a) But, in all honesty we expect that fire to start somewhere else, or with 

someone else! 
b) BUT, real revival must start within our own hearts!!!!! 

4. Paul has told us to have courage, to check our motives, to be consistent in our 
walks and separate from the world system. 
a) He has caused us to re-evaluate our lives in light of the BEMA seat of the 

Lord, and:  
(1) These “exhortations” of the Apostle Paul can bring about many 

emotions and not the least of which may be a desire for revival in our 
own hearts. 
(a) Here, in chapter 7 - he shows us how to begin that revival! 

 
III. FIRST: THERE MUST BE AN HONEST APPRAISAL OF OURSELVES: 
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A. 2 Corinthians 7:1–8 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let 

us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness 
in the fear of God. 2 Open your hearts to us. We have wronged no one, we have 
corrupted no one, we have cheated no one. 3 I do not say this to condemn; for I 
have said before that you are in our hearts, to die together and to live together. 4 
Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my boasting on your behalf. I 
am filled with comfort. I am exceedingly joyful in all our tribulation. 5 For indeed, 
when we came to Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were troubled on 
every side. Outside were conflicts, inside were fears. 6 Nevertheless God, who 
comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by 
his coming, but also by the consolation with which he was comforted in you, 
when he told us of your earnest desire, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I 
rejoiced even more. 8 For even if I made you sorry with my letter, I do not regret 
it; though I did regret it. For I perceive that the same epistle made you sorry, 
though only for a while.  

1. As we have already studied, the church in Corinth was heading in a way that was 
not Godly and therefore not pleasing to the Lord! 
a) 1 Corinthians 3:3 (NKJV) — 3 for you are still carnal. For where there 

are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and 
behaving like mere men?  
(1) As we have said before, this young church had been struggling with 

sin - and allowing it to exist in the church. 
2. But at the end of this chapter, in verse 16, he says, 2Co 7:16 NKJV Therefore I 

rejoice that I have confidence in you in everything. 
a) What brought about this drastic change? 
b) How can someone go from being so carnal and displeasing to the Lord, to 

making someone like Paul proud of them? 
 

B. Paul was their shepherd and he loved them enough to be honest with them about their 
walks. 

1. He knew he had to confront the sin, and give Godly counsel for restoration, but he 
also knew that it would hurt them! 
a) Being honest about our shortcomings is a very humbling experience! 
b) And in Paul’s case, it wasn’t much fun for the "messenger" either. 
c) Paul grieved much and spent many hours in prayer for them while he 

waited for Titus' return with a report of how they had accepted his rebuke, 
and counsel. 

d) Titus brought good news!!!! vrs6-7 
(1) They had accepted Titus as a messenger from the Lord! 

(a) He was "comforted" and made to feel welcome - even 
though his message was not an easy one to hear! 

(2) As Titus read the letter, and delivered the message, it fell on 
receptive ears and produced Godly results. 
(a) Paul mentions 3 things in Verse 7 that was produced in their 

hearts: 
(i) Their EARNEST DESIRE - They really wanted to know 

the Lord's will for their lives, even if it hurt. 
(ii) Their "MOURNING" = When they heard how they had 

fallen short, it broke their hearts. 
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(iii) "ZEAL FOR PAUL" = Pro 27:6 NASB  Faithful are 

the wounds of a friend, But deceitful are the 
kisses of an enemy. 
(a) Instead of them "hating" Paul for pointing things 

out, they loved him for pointing them back to 
Jesus! 

2. There will be many times in our Christian walks that the Lord will convict us of 
things that need to change in our lives. 
a) That is almost ALWAYS done directly by His Holy Spirit. 

(1) Jesus told us in John 14:26 (NKJV) — 26 But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you 
all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said 
to you.  

(2) I think Jesus most always deals with us one-on-one as the first plan 
of action. 
(a) It is the sweet conviction of His Holy Spirit. 

b) Sometimes, he will send a messenger like Titus!!! 
(1) But how we receive the “message” and what we do with that 

message - will have everything to do with the result! 
  
IV. REVIVAL COMES THROUGH REPENTANCE  

A. To the church in Ephesus the Lord said,  Revelation 2:2–5 (NKJV) — 2 “I know your 
works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. 
And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have 
found them liars; 3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored 
for My name’s your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. sake and have 
not become weary. 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your 
first love. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the 
first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its 
place-unless you repent. 

1. The church in Corinth accepted Paul's rebukes, listened to his counsel, and 
responded with heart broken repentance. 2 Corinthians 7:9 (NKJV) — 9 Now I 
rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to 
repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might 
suffer loss from us in nothing.  

2. Does conviction of the Holy Spirit bring about Godly repentance in our lives or 
does it simply produce a "worldly sorrow"? 2 Corinthians 7:10–11 (NKJV) — 10 
For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be 
regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death. 11 For observe this 
very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it produced 
in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what 
vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved 
yourselves to be clear in this matter.  
a) What is "Godly repentance"?  Let's take a look at some of its results. 

(1) GODLY SORROW: = "Steady, earnest, and energetic application 
and effort." 

(2) CLEARING OF YOURSELVES: = This steady, earnest, energetic 
application and effort has a focus!!  It is to get things right with the 
Lord!   
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(3) INDIGNATION: = "Anger aroused by something unjust, unworthy, 

or mean." 
(a) The unjust, unworthy, and mean thing is me. 
(b) The anger is toward satan's ability to manipulate my flesh to 

discredit my Lord!! 
(4) FEAR: = "An unpleasant often strong emotion caused by anticipation 

or awareness of danger." 
(a) How often do we sin without any fear at all? 
(b) How easy it is to become numbed by sin an unable to sense 

the danger any longer! 
(i) Eph 4:17-20 NASB  So this I say, and affirm 

together with the Lord, that you walk no longer 
just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of 
their mind,  (18)  being darkened in their 
understanding, excluded from the life of God 
because of the ignorance that is in them, because 
of the hardness of their heart;  (19)  and they, 
having become callous, have given themselves 
over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of 
impurity with greediness.  (20)  But you did not 
learn Christ in this way, 

(5)  VEHEMENT DESIRE: = "Powerful, intensely emotional desire." 
(a) Not just "Oh well?" 
(b) The Lord told the nation in 2 Chronicles 7:14 (NKJV) — 14 

if My people who are called by My name will humble 
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin and heal their land.  

(6) ZEAL: = “Eagerness” even “fanaticisim” 
(7) VINDICATION: = Setting it all right! 

3. Vrs 9 clearly separates "sorrow" and "repentance.  They are not the same! 
a) Because of true repentance in the hearts of the Corinthians, the guilty had 

been set free! 
b) Godly sorrow (which leads to repentance) - produces life.  Worldly sorrow 

produces death. 
(1) Suicide is a perfect example: 

(a) A sorrow for which there "seems" to be no solution. 
(2) One puts our sin in the light of God's judgment, the other ignores the 

Lord altogether. 
(3) One grieves over the sin itself, the other grieves over the 

consequences. 
(4) One believes that it is discrediting and misrepresenting the Lord, 

while the other believes it is just "bad Karma", not acknowledging 
God at all. 

 
V. CONCLUSION 

A. The church in Corinth had "done Paul proud"! 2 Corinthians 7:12–16 (NKJV) — 12 
Therefore, although I wrote to you, I did not do it for the sake of him who had 
done the wrong, nor for the sake of him who suffered wrong, but that our care for 
you in the sight of God might appear to you. 13 Therefore we have been 
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comforted in your comfort. And we rejoiced exceedingly more for the joy of 
Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all. 14 For if in anything I have 
boasted to him about you, I am not ashamed. But as we spoke all things to you in 
truth, even so our boasting to Titus was found true. 15 And his affections are 
greater for you as he remembers the obedience of you all, how with fear and 
trembling you received him. 16 Therefore I rejoice that I have confidence in you in 
everything.  

1. The reason Paul was proud of them is because the Lord was! 
2. They had taken a proper appraisal their own walks and responded with Godliness. 
3. Their sorrow was not that of remorse but of true repentance! 

a) They didn't just see it as being busted - they changed their lives!! 
4. How about us? 

a) Are the things I allow in my life glorifying to the Lord? 
b) Does anything in my life have the appearance of evil? 
c) Is there currently something in my life that is a stumbling block to another? 
d) Does anything I allow, drag me down? Is it a "weight" to my Spiritual 

growth? 
e) Does it make me less than my best when praying or reading the Word? 
f) Is it something I can ask His blessing upon? 
g) Does it help me to see His wonderful face? 
h) Is it something He would do? 


