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2 CORINTHIANS 
 

Chapter 06 
DOES YOUR NAME COME UP IN HELL? 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. The church in Corinth was a fickle bunch. 

1. They were rich, yet poor in Christian maturity. 
2. They remind me of the church in Laodicea: Revelation 3:14-17 (NKJV) 14 “…. 

These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning 
of the creation of God: 15 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor 
hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 17 
Because you say, I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of 
nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, 
and naked. 

3. The Lord has blessed them with many gifts - yet they had difficulty giving, their 
most precious gift to the Lord: THEMSELVES!!! 
a) It would be safe to say that the Christians there had problems being 

consistent in their walks, and in remaining "separate" from the influence of 
the world! 

b) It is to these two problems, Chapter 6 is addressed. 
 
II. A CALL TO CONSISTENCY  2CO 6:1 NKJV  WE THEN, AS WORKERS TOGETHER WITH 

HIM ALSO PLEAD WITH YOU NOT TO RECEIVE THE GRACE OF GOD IN VAIN. 

A. First I want to point out that as Paul was – we are workers “together” with him! 

1. It is not like the Lord needs a “partner” to accomplish His will – but He loves to 
hang out with us and work with us: 
a) I want to show you a short video, but let me set it up a bit before we show it: 
b) (Video) 

 
B. In order to understand what Paul means by "receive the grace of God in vain" - we 

must first understand the Greek word used for “VAIN”! 

1. 2756 kenos ken-os' = places or vessels which contain nothing, - empty handed, 
without a gift,  - metaphorically = destitute of spiritual wealth, of one who boasts 
of his faith as a transcendent possession, yet is without the fruits of faith, - 
endeavors, labors, acts - which result in nothing, vain, fruitless, without effect 

2. Paul is saying that, "With all the wonderful things the Lord has done for us, we 
must be careful not to take that grace for granted and expend it foolishly and 
aimlessly." 

3. He then gives us two ways that the grace of God can be "squandered"! 
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a) #1 - 2Co 6:2 NKJV  For He says: "IN AN ACCEPTABLE TIME I HAVE 

HEARD YOU, AND IN THE DAY OF SALVATION I HAVE HELPED 
YOU." Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation. (From Isa. 49:8) 
(1) satan's time is always tomorrow! 

(a) His motto is always, "Never do today, what you can Put it off 
'til tomorrow."   
(i) The Christian “receives the grace of God in vain” 

when he/she lives without the constant supply of fresh 
anointing for each new day – and “puts it off ‘til 
tomorrow”. 
(a) Remember the definition of “vain” was “an 

empty vessel”. 
(b) Even in His own teaching on prayer in Matthew 

6:11 Jesus said Give us this day our daily 
bread. 
(i) We are to be filled constantly with the 

love and grace of the Lord! 
(ii) To the unsaved man/woman Paul says, "Now is the 

time, now is the day of salvation!" 
(a) Satan will always say, "Do it tomorrow!" 
(b) But, the unsaved man "dissipates = expends 

aimlessly and foolishly" the grace of the Lord by 
hearing the Lord’s plea, yet putting it off.   

b) #2 - The second way: we see God’s grace "cheapened" is in 2Co 6:3 NKJV  
We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed. 
(1) One of the fastest ways to dissipate the grace of the Lord is to think 

that all His fullness of supply is given to us just to allow us to 
continue living in sin and failure! 

(2) The Law made heavy demands upon the people but it gave no 
"heart" no “power” to perform them. 
(a) Grace compels us to an even greater level of consistency - for 

now our heart is filled with the Holy Spirit! 
(b) And honoring the Lord should be at the top of our list. 

      
C. Paul now gives us real life situations for which the Lord's grace "is sufficient.” 

1. The first 10 have to do with what happens to and in our human bodies.  
 

III. 2CO 6:4-5 NKJV  BUT IN ALL THINGS WE COMMEND OURSELVES AS MINISTERS OF 
GOD: IN MUCH PATIENCE, IN TRIBULATIONS, IN NEEDS, IN DISTRESSES,  (5)  IN 
STRIPES, IN IMPRISONMENTS, IN TUMULTS, IN LABORS, IN SLEEPLESSNESS, IN 
FASTINGS;  

A. Let me give you a very brief definition of each of these items listed by Paul. 

1. Patience = “Enduring without giving up” 
2. Tribulations = afflictions = "trials under pressure", "physical suffering" 
3. Needs = necessities = "the everyday hardships of life", "a desperate need with no 

way to fill it". 
4. Distresses = "pushed into a corner with no visible escape" "a narrow place". 
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5. Stripes = "Taking physical punishment" 
6. Imprisonments 
7. Tumults = riots 
8. Labors = "serving the Lord to the point of exhaustion". 
9. Sleeplessness = all night prayer vigils. – Jon Courson=”If two vials were placed 

before you, one labeled “Tears shed for yourself” and the other “Tears shed for 
others,” how would they compare?1 

10. Fastings = willful denial of food for the sake of seeking the Lord's direction. 
a) And we think that we have been "spent" for the Lord! 
b) The next 8 things mentioned, show us how the grace of the Lord reacts 

in the above situations. 
 

IV. 2CO 6:6-7 NKJV  BY PURITY, BY KNOWLEDGE, BY LONGSUFFERING, BY KINDNESS, BY 
THE HOLY SPIRIT, BY SINCERE LOVE,  (7)  BY THE WORD OF TRUTH, BY THE POWER 
OF GOD, BY THE ARMOR OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON THE 
LEFT, 

A. Definitions: 

1. Purity = "chastity" = as a virgin remains pure for their future spouse. (no guile) 
2. Knowledge = Christians are not weak because they are stupid: they are "meek" 

because of choice.  It is a smarter life! 
3. Longsuffering = "tenderheartedness with difficult people". 
4. Kindness = Christians are not supposed to be “crusty”! 
5. The Holy Spirit = without which none of us could stand in any of the trials of life! 
6. Sincere (Unfeigned) love = Agape = "the love that is unconditional" 
7. The word of truth and the power of God = the greatest defense against sin. 
8. The armor of righteousness = remaining pure even through the trials!! 

 
B. The remaining 9, remind us to keep our "vision".  Because we are not of this world. 

V. 2CO 6:8-10 NKJV  BY HONOR AND DISHONOR, BY EVIL REPORT AND GOOD REPORT; 
AS DECEIVERS, AND YET TRUE;  (9)  AS UNKNOWN, AND YET WELL KNOWN; AS 
DYING, AND BEHOLD WE LIVE; AS CHASTENED, AND YET NOT KILLED;  (10)  AS 
SORROWFUL, YET ALWAYS REJOICING; AS POOR, YET MAKING MANY RICH; AS 
HAVING NOTHING, AND YET POSSESSING ALL THINGS. 

A. Definitions: 

1. Honor and dishonor = Life is full of these ups and downs. 
2. Evil report and good report = one loves you, the other hates you! 

a) Aroma of life and death 
3. Deceivers, yet true = the world thinks we are deceiving ourselves, and so do 

many so called "Christians".  I am glad the Lord judges the heart! 
4. Unknown, well known = Pastor Chuck Smith, well known to the Christian world, 

unknown to the world! 

 
1 Courson, J. (2003). Jon Courson’s Application Commentary (p. 1122). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/crsnappcom?ref=Bible.2Co6.10&off=280&ctx=19).+What+about+us%3f+~If+two+vials+were+pl
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a) Paul - Acts 19:11-15 (NKJV) 11 Now God worked unusual miracles by 

the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were 
brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the 
evil spirits went out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish 
exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus 
over those who had evil spirits, saying, “We exorcise you by the 
Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 14 Also there were seven sons of Sceva, 
a Jewish chief priest, who did so. 
15 And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I 
know; but who are you?” 
(1) Paul may not have been world renown – but heaven and hell know 

him very well!  
5. Dying, yet alive = this whole world is dying; yet at death a Christian is never more 

alive! 
6. Chastened but not killed = we're sometimes down, but never OUT! 
7. Sorrowful yet always rejoicing = this world at the very least can be "trying" - but 

look what's coming, what an opportunity! 
8. Poor yet making many rich = what we "poor Christians" possess money can't 

buy!  Yet our great commission is to give it away!    
9. Having nothing yet possessing all things = "Our dad owns everything!" 

    
B. If we are not careful, these trials of life can cause our "service" to dissipate the grace of 

the Lord! 

1. We become "inconsistent" in our walks. 
2. And for some, the grace of the Lord becomes a “covering” for a compromised 

life. 
 
VI. A CALL TO SEPARATION 2CO 6:11-18 NKJV  O CORINTHIANS! WE HAVE SPOKEN 

OPENLY TO YOU, OUR HEART IS WIDE OPEN.  (12)  YOU ARE NOT RESTRICTED BY US, 
BUT YOU ARE RESTRICTED BY YOUR OWN AFFECTIONS.  (13)  NOW IN RETURN FOR 
THE SAME (I SPEAK AS TO CHILDREN), YOU ALSO BE OPEN.  (14)  DO NOT BE 
UNEQUALLY YOKED TOGETHER WITH UNBELIEVERS. FOR WHAT FELLOWSHIP HAS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS WITH LAWLESSNESS? AND WHAT COMMUNION HAS LIGHT WITH 
DARKNESS?  (15)  AND WHAT ACCORD HAS CHRIST WITH BELIAL? OR WHAT PART 
HAS A BELIEVER WITH AN UNBELIEVER?  (16)  AND WHAT AGREEMENT HAS THE 
TEMPLE OF GOD WITH IDOLS? FOR YOU ARE THE TEMPLE OF THE LIVING GOD. AS 
GOD HAS SAID: "I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM. I WILL BE THEIR 
GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE."  (17)  THEREFORE "COME OUT FROM 
AMONG THEM AND BE SEPARATE, SAYS THE LORD. DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS 
UNCLEAN, AND I WILL RECEIVE YOU."  (18)  "I WILL BE A FATHER TO YOU, AND YOU 
SHALL BE MY SONS AND DAUGHTERS, SAYS THE LORD ALMIGHTY." 

A. Paul now breaks into a call for separation from the world! 

1. The Lord's people have always been surrounded by evil influences. 
a) Without separation, the evil influences corrupt and soon you can't tell God’s 

people from an unbeliever! 
(1) This was a consistent theme in the Old Testament. 

(a) Solomon turned away under the influence of heathen women.  
QUOTE: BAD COMPANY CORRUPTS GOOD MORALS! 
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(i) 1Co 15:33  Do not be deceived: "Evil company 

corrupts good habits." 
(b) David with Bathsheeba.  Sex and money still turns hearts 

away. 
(i) Christians are not to be isolationists, but - a "light" in 

the middle of all the darkness! 
(a) Joh 17:15-16 NKJV  I do not pray that You 

should take them out of the world, but that 
You should keep them from the evil one.  
(16)  They are not of the world, just as I am 
not of the world. 

(b) QUOTE: "Lord, I pray not for an easier life, but 
that I might face it with more strength." 

2. God’s love is possessive. 
a) When the whole heart is given, the whole heart is expected in return! 

(1) 2Co 11:2 NKJV  For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. 
For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present 
you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 

b) He knows that if we really love Him - the world will take care of the 
separation. 
(1) Joh 15:18 NKJV  "If the world hates you, you know that it hated 

Me before it hated you. 
(2) As Christians, we are to consider our own life very little. 

(a) We are soldiers on active duty and can't afford to get 
entangled with the affairs of this life. 
(i) Rom 12:1-2 NKJV  I beseech you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable service.  (2)  And 
do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
you may prove what is that good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God. 

 
VII. CONCLUSION 

A. In closing, here are some questions we should ask ourselves: 

1. Are the things I allow in my life glorifying to the Lord? 
2. Does anything in my life have the appearance of evil? 
3. Is there currently something in my life that is a stumbling block to another? 
4. Does anything I allow, drag me down? Is it a "weight" to my Spiritual growth? 
5. Does it make me less than my best when praying or reading the Word? 
6. Is it something I can ask His blessing upon? 
7. Does it help me to see His wonderful face? 
8. Is it something He would do? 

 


