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2CORINTHIANS 
 
 

WHAT WE FEEL AND WHAT WE KNOW 
2 CORINTHIANS 5 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Paul provides the early church with perspective 

1. It is called a number of things in scripture – sound mind, clear mind, sober mind  
2. The value of perspective, thinking rightly, cannot be understated 
3. It is often easier said than done – there are so many things inside of us that cloud 
our judgement 

a) Fear, anger, sexual desire, fatigue (sleep on it), hunger (Snickers), stress, 
traumatic circumstances, emotional pain 

B. Paul doesn’t dismiss the way things feel in chapter but provides a counterbalance 

1. 2 Cor 4:8 We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are 
perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but 
not destroyed 

a) Perspective breads perseverance – allegiance – loyalty - faithfulness 
under duress – Right thinking  
b) Chapter 5 verse 1 begins – FOR WE KNOW! – Verse 6, We are always 
confident – Verse 8,  We are confident – Verse 11, Knowing 
c) Spiritually maturity is the ability to tell the difference between what we feel 
and what we know and making what we know the foundation of how we live 

(1) Franklin Roosevelt  - “Courage is not the absence of fear, but rather 
the assessment that something else is more important than fear.” 
(2) Or as the great American theologian John Wayne put it – Courage 
is being afraid and saddling up anyway 

2. 2Co 4:17-18  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,  (18)  while we do not 
look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the 
things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are 
eternal. 

C. A theme that he carries over into the 5th chapter – living according to what we know, not 
what we feel – living with an eternal perspective – not temporal one 

1. Paul had developed a deep affection for things that last. His close relationship 
with the Lord had developed within him a taste for the eternal and the temporary things 
of this world just didn’t satisfy him anymore. 

a) That’s what happens as we grow closer to Jesus – the shine of the world 
starts to fade and all the things that use to attract us start to lose their appeal 
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b) My prayer for this morning’s study -  We would experience the Lord in a 
way that transforms our desires. We would no longer settle for the temporary 
pleasures of this world. Instead we would seek out permanent joy that can only 
come from Jesus. 

II. FOR WE KNOW 

2Co 5:1-4  For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building 
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  (2)  For in this we groan, 
earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven,  (3)  if indeed, 
having been clothed, we shall not be found naked.  (4)  For we who are in this tent groan, 
being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may 
be swallowed up by life. 

A. Paul doesn’t say we believe, or we think, or we expect, or we hope – He says we 
“know!” 

1. We often confuse familiarity with understanding 
2. “I’m familiar with that truth, I’ve heard that before” but it hasn’t penetrated our 
hearts and changed the way we live  
3. Parable of the seed and sower – just because a seed hits the ground doesn’t 
mean it’s going to grow 

a) Just because we’ve heard truth doesn’t mean we are going to let it take 
root in us and bear fruit 
b) Head knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit, wisdom or heart 
knowledge is knowing not to include it in a fruit salad 

B. What truth has taken root in Paul’s heart and changed the way he lives? 

1. Death is not a subject we think about often and when we are forced to face it we 
do our best to move past it quickly  

a) We call our funeral services memorial services or a celebration of life, 
people come up and share how wonderful we are, slide show, viewing, 
cremation, rarely are people present for the burial  
b) Do we everything we can to take away the sting of death – but is there a 
better apologetic for those who are separated from God than the reality of how 
temporary this life – death stings! 

(1) My grandfather died just after my son Isaiah was born – life and 
death – many firsts for my son, many lasts for my grandfather  

2. The number one killer of men and women is time and that is a painful reality – 
our bodies are breaking down  
3. The world will say – “death is just a part of life” – and the Christian says “No it is 
not” 

a) That is why our funerals are painfully sad and at the same time 
wonderfully glorious! 

C. Our earthly bodies are temporary and they are slowly decaying but God has a new body 
prepared for us, custom made for eternity, and our souls have already been reborn for eternity 

1. That is what is required to live eternally in the presence of a perfect God, we 
have to become born again – transformed – the corrupt has to be made incorruptible – 
we have to be born of the Spirit to see the Kingdom of God 

a) I don’t know of anything more devastating than the pain of loss – it can be 
devastating and paralyzing – call into question the goodness of God  

 



2. Right thinking about death radically changes the way we look at suffering and 
trials 

a) Knowing the very thing we fear the most has been dealt with by Jesus and 
the power of His resurrection  
b) Heb 2:14-15  Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh 
and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He 
might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  (15)  and 
release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage. 
c) St. Augustine wrote, "We are burdened with this corruptible body, but 
knowing that the cause of this burdensomeness is not the nature and substance 
of the body but its corruption. We therefore do not desire to be deprived of the 
body but to be clothed with its immortality. " 
d) We are set free. Fear is a liar and a thief and puts us in chains, it silences 
us.  

 
III. THE SPIRIT, OUR GUARANTEE  

2Co 5:5-8  Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the 
Spirit as a guarantee.  (6)  So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in 
the body we are absent from the Lord.  (7)  For we walk by faith, not by sight.  (8)  We are 
confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. 
 

A. How do we know this to be true? Because the eternal is living within us already. 

1. The Holy Spirit living within the believer is the guarantee, or earnest that we were 
made for eternity 
2. The word Paul uses there is arrabon – down payment, pledge, earnest 
3. The fact that the Holy Spirit of God lives in us should reassure us that we will one 
day live with God 
4. Eph 1:13-14  In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the 
Holy Spirit of promise,  (14)  who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory. 

a) The idea here is that the Spirit of God is like an engagement ring – every 
time the bride to be looks at that ring she remembers that she is about to be 
married – the source of excitement, a longing, the motivation to push through an 
otherwise difficult day 
b) We have a part of heaven, the eternal kingdom, living inside of us, 
reminding us that this is not our home, that we were created for so much more 

B. That is why Paul was able to face death so confidently. He knew where home was and 
to be absent from this life meant to be home with Jesus 

1. Once this life was over God’s purpose for him had been fulfilled and Paul knows 
that he who starts a good work will finish that work. – He will not leave it undone – our 
salvation, the gift of the Spirit, that’s the beginning of the work – stepping from this life 
into the next, stepping into the presence of Jesus, that’s the fulfillment of that work 

a) To walk in the Spirit is to be reminded of the Spirit and the promise 
IV. OUR AIM – TO BE WELL PLEASING TO HIM 

2Co 5:9-13  Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to 
Him.  (10)  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 



receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  
(11)  Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to 
God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.  (12)  For we do not commend 
ourselves again to you, but give you opportunity to boast on our behalf, that you may have an 
answer for those who boast in appearance and not in heart.  (13)  For if we are beside 
ourselves, it is for God; or if we are of sound mind, it is for you. 
 

A. Make it our aim, some translations say ambition 

1. The word Paul uses is a compound of two words – fond or friend and labor  
2. Two words that my generation don’t think belong together 

a) True Spirit filled ministry is a fond labor – it is friendly work 
 

b) That is to say it is not a burden but it is by no means easy 
3. What is this fond labor, what is this ministry, to be will pleasing to Him. 

B. Many people rebel against Jesus because they are not fully convinced that they will 
stand before Him one day 

1. Paul is convinced of this fact and when He meets the Lord face to face what 
does He want to hear? Well done my good and faithful servant enter into my rest.  
2. Knowing the terror of the Lord – the fear - we see the phrase “Do not fear” in 
scripture over 50 times – but here Paul says it is the fear of the Lord that motivates him 

a) Mat 10:27-28  "Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and 
what you hear in the ear, preach on the housetops.  (28)  And do not fear 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is 
able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

C. Fear – False Evidence Appearing Real 

1. 1 Tim 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love 
and of a sound mind. 

a) There’s irrational fear and rational fear – one is rooted in lies, the other is 
rooted in truth 

(1) One leads to irrational behaviors, the other results in lifesaving 
behaviors 
(2) Another word for fear rooted in truth is respect or reverence 
(3) An irrational fear of man silences us, a rational fear of the Lord 
emboldens us  

2. Here is the litmus test – if our fear of man wins out over our fear of God do we 
really believe that one day we will stand face to face with Him 

a) Reverence wasn’t the only thing that motivated Paul 
V. THE LOVE OF CHRIST COMPELS US 

2Co 5:14-16  For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, 
then all died;  (15)  and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for 
themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.  (16)  Therefore, from now on, we 
regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the 
flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer. 
 



A. The love of Christ compels us 

1. Same word Paul uses in Phil 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain. 22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I 
shall choose I cannot tell. 23 For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a 
desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.  
2. When the worries of this world press us on every side, the love of Christ presses 
back – and greater is He who is in me that He who is in the world 
3. He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves 

a) Paul wanted to spare anyone from saying, "Why did I waste my time on 
that hobby, spend my money on that insignificant trinket, squander my energy so 
foolishly? Why did I take so lightly that which Jesus did for me on the Cross of 
Calvary?" 

4. from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh  
a) Another statement of perspective – we regard no one from a human point 
of view 

 
b) Things that were once seen as important – Phil 3:4 though I also might 
have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence 
in the flesh, I more so: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a 
Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the 
righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 7 But what things were gain 
to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 

5. Caring about others and not caring what they think – that is true freedom 
a) Not being intimidated by wealth, or education, or influence, or power but 
being compelled by the love of Christ – that is freedom 

 

2Co 5:17-21  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 
away; behold, all things have become new.  (18)  Now all things are of God, who has 
reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation,  
(19)  that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their 
trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  (20)  Now then, we 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on 
Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God.  (21)  For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, 
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
 

B. Therefore – indicatives and imperatives -  Paul’s writing style, to make the truth plain 
before explaining our reasonable response to that truth 

1. Therefore – if anyone is in Christ they are a new creation, all things have become 
new. It’s a finished work. We may live in mortal bodies but we will soon step into 
immortality.  
2. It is with that in mind that we are given this ministry of reconciliation 

a) 5 times this word appears – what is our ministry? Showing people not only 
the way to be saved but to demonstrate God’s desire for them to be saved, to be 
made right with Him – that they may be rejoined to Him, reconnected to a God 
that they have been separated from 

 



b) To tell people that they don’t have to live as enemies with God. He has 
provided a way through His son Jesus to become family 

C. The wonderful work of reconciliation – “I was flying on an airplane some time ago, and I 
was sitting next to a Muslim, a man who was from an Islamic country.  He was asking me 
some questions, and he saw I had a Bible in my hand.  So he said to me, “Is that a Bible?” and 
I said, “It is a Bible.”  He said, “Could you answer me a question?” and I said, “Of course.”  He 
said, “Could you explain American religion to me? I am just immigrating to America from Iran.  
Everybody in my country is Muslim.  I don’t understand all the different religions in America.  
Can you explain religion to me?” So I gave him an explanation, and then I said to him, “May I 
ask you a question?”  He said, “Of course.”  Here’s the question I asked.  I said, “Do Muslims 
have sins?”  He said – and I knew the answer, but I wanted him to speak the answer.  He said, 
“Of course we have sins.  We have many sins.  We have so many sins I don’t even know all of 
the sins.”  I said, “Do the sins offend Allah?”  “Yes, they make Allah very angry.”  I said, “Well, 
what could happen to you since Allah is angry with you?”  He said, “I could die and go to hell 
forever.”  I said, “So, why don’t you stop the sins if they could send you to hell forever and if 
they make Allah angry?”  He said, “I can’t stop.  I can’t stop.” Then he said this, “I hope that 
Allah will forgive me.”  I said, “Why would He forgive you?  On the basis of what?  How could 
you possibly be reconciled to an angry God?”  He said, “I don’t know.  In Islam there is no way.  
There is no such reconciliation.  I just hope that Allah will forgive me.” 

1. There is reconciliation for sinners. There is a confidence that can be found in 
Jesus Christ.  
2. We get to be ambassadors, representatives of that Good News 
3. We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we 
implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God.  How?  For He made Him who 
knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
4. For death to be dealt with, sin has to be dealt with fully. Dying isn’t just a normal 
part of life, it is the result of sin corrupting our mortal bodies. But there is hope! 

a) Jesus who was sinless, took the place of our sins, and was crucified for 
our sins – the just died for the unjust so that the justice of God may be satisfied 


