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2CORINTHIANS 
 
 

LIVING LETTERS 
2 CORINTHIANS 3 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Victory in Christ 

1. 2 Cor 2:14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, 
and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 15 For we 
are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among 
those who are perishing. 16 To the one we are the aroma of death leading to 
death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life. And who is sufficient for 
these things? 17 For we are not, as so many, peddling the word of God; but as of 
sincerity, but as from God, we speak in the sight of God in Christ. 
2. God leads us in triumph in Christ - victory over sin, suffering, and death - in this 
context - many adversities faced while carrying the message of the gospel 

a) Victory through suffering is a theme carried throughout 2 Corinthians 
b) The victory is remaining faithful to the message of the gospel not the 
outcome of that message 

B. Through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place 

1. To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death (those who are perishing) 
2. To the other life leading to life (those who are being save) 

a) But to God we are the fragrance of Christ 
C. How does our purpose get so convoluted?  

1. We are not, as so many, peddling the word of God 
a) We don’t hijack the word of God to push forward our own personal 
agendas 
b) Our motivation is pure, it is sincere – it comes from a genuine love for God 
and a love for people 

2. Be weary of people who speak the words of Jesus but don’t reflect the heart of 
Jesus  

a) Stir up fear and anger and hatred, instead of sowing genuine concern and 
compassion for those who are perishing  
b) When did Jesus stop being our example? – How are we to treat those who 
have bought into the sexual ethics of the world, those who use the power of their 
political office to exploit the weak, those who are deemed unworthy and live on 
the fringes of our society, the criminals, those we have convinced ourselves are 
lost causes – when did we lose sight of why we are here? What we have been 
saved for? 

3. We talk about how broken this world has become – how bad things have gotten – 
this world has been broken for a very long time 
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a) We were broken until Christ found us and saved us – and He didn’t take 
us out of the world, He instead prayed that we would be protected from the evil 
one 

 
2 Cor 3:1 Do we begin again to commend ourselves? Or do we need, as some others, epistles 
of commendation to you or letters of commendation from you? 2 You are our epistle written in 
our hearts, known and read by all men; 3 clearly you are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, 
written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of 
flesh, that is, of the heart. 
 
II. PAUL’S DEFENSE 

A. Three major themes of Paul’s letter  

1. Joy over reconciliation, reminds the church of Christ-like generosity, and he 
defends the authority of his Apostleship which was being challenged by some within the 
church 
2. Letters of commendation or letters of recommendation – it seems one of the 
accusations against Paul was he didn’t come with a letter of recommendation 

a) Without which, his instruction and exhortation should be ignored – his 
words were invalid and should be ignored 

3. Paul is less concerned about defending himself than he is defending the validity 
and authority of his message 

a) He isn’t saying “You should listen to me because I am Paul and Paul is 
somebody” – He knows his only authority is the fact that his words are not his 
words at all but God’s  
b) That authority is not in the messenger but the message  

(1) Galatians 1:8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him 
be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone 
preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let 
him be accursed. 
(2) 2 Cor 11:3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived 
Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ. 4 For if he who comes preaches another 
Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a different spirit 
which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have 
not accepted—you may well put up with it! 

c) A magician uses misdirection to fool the audience – the enemy uses 
misdirection to fool the church – keeps our eyes on the obvious false Jesus at 
the front door while sneaking in another false Jesus in the back  

4. “I don’t need a letter of recommendation to prove I am an apostle – you are my 
letter. Your very existence is my evidence. You are the result of God’s work through 
me.” 

a) Paul planted the church in Corinth, he labor for them, and continued to 
labor for their good 

5. Paul doesn’t labor on this point long, he immediately connects this thought to the 
churches purpose  

 



B. You are our letter  

1. What makes up a letter?  
2. Salutation – to whom the letter is addressed 
3. The body of the letter – contains that information that to be communicated 
4. The closing – contains the author of that letters signature  

a) Who is the letter written to? All men 
b) Body of the letter? What is being communicated to all men. Hint “you are 
an epistle of Christ” (Verse 6) 
c) Author? Who is the letter from? Written by the Spirit of the living God 

5. As we sit here today – we are letters, communications, written by a living God to 
a dying world 
6. And what do those letters say? 

 
2 Cor 3:4 And we have such trust through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient of 
ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who 
also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for 
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 
 

C. Ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit 

1. The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life 
2. What do these letters say? – what should our lives profess? – Come and live! 

a) Jer 31:31 “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah—32 not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in 
the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, 
My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the 
Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the Lord: I will put My law in their minds, and write it 
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34 No 
more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, 
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them 
to the greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and 
their sin I will remember no more.”. 
b) Heb 9:13 For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, 
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 14 how 
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God? 15 And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new 
covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions 
under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise 
of the eternal inheritance. 
c) Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who 
are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according 
to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me 
free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law could not do in that it 
was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 
4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do 
not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit 

 



3. The message? Christ died so that we may live! 
D. We have to get away from this idea that Jesus simply offers a different set of rules to 
live by 

1. Another diet in an endless list of diets, a different set of morals, a different 
attitude, a new way of doing things, a new path to being successful, an opportunity to 
get more out of life 
2. Jesus offers life – He offers us an opportunity to live again, to be born again  
3. That is absolutely necessary if we are going to live in the presence of God for 
eternity  

a) A fish is designed for water, a bird is uniquely designed for the air, 
mankind in our fallen state, is not equipped to live in the presence of a perfect 
and holy God forever  
b) We have to be born again. Isn’t that what Jesus told Nicodemus?  “Unless 
one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. That which is born of flesh 
is flesh, and that which is born of Spirit is spirit.”  

4. There is a new kingdom coming, in fact Jesus said it is already here – the 
question contained in this letter from God – are you ready? 

 
2 Cor 3:7 But if the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was glorious, so that 
the children of Israel could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of the glory of his 
countenance, which glory was passing away, 8 how will the ministry of the Spirit not be more 
glorious? 9 For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, the ministry of righteousness 
exceeds much more in glory. 10 For even what was made glorious had no glory in this 
respect, because of the glory that excels. 11 For if what is passing away was glorious, what 
remains is much more glorious. 
 
III. THE GLORIOUS MINISTRY 

A. The ministry of death was glorious - but the ministry of life is far greater 

1. Moses had a message, from God for Israel – message of obedience to the law - I 
will be your God and you will be My people 
2. Exo 20:18 Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning 
flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the 
people saw it, they trembled and stood afar off. 19 Then they said to Moses, “You 
speak with us, and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die.” 
3. Moses approaches God and receives the Law in Exodus 21–23. He delivers it to 
the people who are called to affirm their willingness to obey in chapter 24. 
4. In chapters 25–31 Moses goes up to the mountain and receives the plans for the 
tabernacle and the tablets of stone on which God had engraved the Ten 
Commandments. When he comes back down the mountain he finds the Israelites 
worshiping the golden calf in so he smashes the stone tablets and deals harshly with 
the sin in the camp 

a) God invites Moses to come back up the mountain to receive the Law 
again, on new tablets of stone. Moses goes up the mountain again and meets 
with God. There he begs for pardon for the nation. God forgives and renews the 
covenant with Israel and once again provides a summary form of the Law, the 
Ten Commandments. Moses spends 40 days and nights with God. 

 



b) Then he comes down the mountain, and his face is shining with the glory 
of God (Exodus 34:29)…it was frightening to his brother, Aaron, the high priest; 
and to all the rest of the people. Because everyone was afraid to come near 
Moses (verse 31), he wore a veil over his face to shroud the glory (verses 33–
35). Gotquestions.org 

B. A ministry of death and condemnation 

1. The story of the Old Testament is that we are disobedient law breakers and we 
should be afraid - The best of us - King David, Solomon  

 
2 Cor 3:12 Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great boldness of speech—13 unlike 
Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the children of Israel could not look steadily at the 
end of what was passing away. 14 But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same 
veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken away in 
Christ. 15 But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart. 16 Nevertheless 
when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a 
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, 
just as by the Spirit of the Lord 
 

C. Unlike Moses - covered the glory of God - For even what was made glorious had no 
glory in this respect, because of the glory that excels. 

 
1. Glory was diminishing and superficial 
2. Same veil remains unlifted  
3. Fear – fear of approaching a holy God 

a) That veil taken away in Christ, when we turn to the Lord 
 

D. How do we make sure our message is the right message? 

1. It has been said “We become like what we behold” 
2. Behold the Lord - Become like the Lord  
3. Only reason we can look upon Him is because Jesus is our rock – our protection 
as we look upon the glory of God – we boldly come before Him 

a) Moses - Glory was superficial and diminishing - the glory we have 
received is inward and increasing - heart and mind 
b) Righteousness that exceeds the law - A new commandment I give you - if 
anyone lusts after a woman - if anyone hates their brother  
c) Goes beyond behavior and gets to the heart 

4. Spiritual experience - as we look at ourselves in the mirror we see the Lord 
working - we are being transformed, from glory to glory!  

E. Do we believe we are a living letter written by God to all men? 

1. Do our lives and words reflect the invitation to come and live? 
2. To those who are in bondage to their guilt and shame, to those who are fearful of 
the reality of a perfect God – do our lives speak of God’s forgiveness? How He is rich in 
mercy and full of compassion? 

 


