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1SAMUEL 
 
 

WHEN GOD GOES SILENT – PART 2 
1 SAMUEL 29-31 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. David fled to the Philistines – Saul seeks direction (simultaneous events) 

1. Lived a double life - pretended to attack his own people when he was attacking 
Philistine settlements  

2. Double life caught up with him - Achish demanded he be at his side when all the 
lords of the Philistines gathered against Israel at Aphek  

3. Just as he was about to be discovered the other warlords stepped in and refused 
to fight alongside David on the battlefield  
a) Achish sent David home to Ziklag and the crisis was seemingly avoided, 

until David arrived home 
 
1 Samuel 30:1 Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the third day, that 
the Amalekites had invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, 2 and 
had taken captive the women and those who were there, from small to great; they did not kill 
anyone, but carried them away and went their way. 3 So David and his men came to the city, 
and there it was, burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been 
taken captive. 
 

B. The journey home 

1. Ziklag was 75 miles from Aphek, David and his men covered 25 miles a day 
2. Returning home relieved that the Lord had delivered them, hungry and 

exhausted from the travel, and ready to enjoy the comforts of being home 
a) As they approached their homes – all of this disappeared as they saw 

smoke rising from where their homes would be  
b) Fears were confirmed when their homes came into view 
c) No bodies were found among the burnt-out buildings which brought a little 

hope to David’s men 
C. This tragedy was ultimately a result of Saul’s disobedience  

1. 1 Sam 15 – God commanded Saul to wipe out the Amalekites as an act of His 
judgement upon a perpetually violent and depraved people 

2. Instead, Saul took it as an opportunity to build his wealth and reputation  
a) Snapshot of the problem with Saul and his reign as king – Israel’s king 

should have been an instrument for God’s glory, but instead Saul served 
himself 

3. Irony now is that the Amalekites had done exactly what David and his men were 
pretending to do.  

 
 
 



4 Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had 
no more power to weep. 5 And David’s two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the 
widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive. 6 Now David was greatly distressed, for 
the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man 
for his sons and his daughters. But David strengthened himself in the Lord his God. 
 
II. BUT DAVID STRENGTHENED HIMSELF IN THE LORD 

A. Pain without purpose -  

1. When we are deeply hurt and disoriented, we often look for something or 
someone to bear the burden of our blame 

2. Why we blame others? – it’s easy, we don’t have to be accountable or 
vulnerable, feeds our need to be in control, unloads pent up feelings of 
discouragement - (David’s refusal to kill Saul) 

3. I’ve seen parents blamed, friends blamed, churches blamed, spouses blamed – 
as people tried to work through their suffering  
a) You see it in national tragedies – we just want to do something, hold 

someone responsible – often we cannot see clearly 
B. As they shifted the blame onto David, he strengthened himself in the Lord 

1. Can’t help but be reminded of Jesus – who graciously took our shame upon 
Himself 

2. We often focus on the physical pain of the cross, but the gospel authors seem to 
focus more on the shame of the cross 
a) Jesus was rejected, despised, and ridiculed by almost everyone – 

betrayed, struck in the face, spit upon, mocked, stripped naked, and 
paraded through the streets 

b) Jesus had been abandoned by His friends and rejected by His people 
c) And He didn’t deserve any of it – plenty of blame to go around  

3. Instead, we read in Hebrews 12:2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 
a) For the joy set before Him, despised the shame – meaning the shame was 

nothing compared to the joy of what His shame accomplished 
4. Isaiah 53:3 He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows 

and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He 
was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4 Surely He has borne our griefs 
And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, 
and afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He 
was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon 
Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone 
astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the Lord has laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all. 
a) He bore our shame – our humiliation – and we deserved it 
b) Strengthened in the garden for what was in front of him  

C. David, at his best, like us, reminds us of Jesus 

1. These events are taking place at the same time Saul is looking for answers – 
David strengthened himself in the Lord while Saul was met with silence  

 



2. James writes “you have not because you ask not, and when you do ask, you ask 
with the wrong motives, so that you can spend it on your own pleasures.” 
a) Didn’t blame God for allowing the destruction of his home or because his 

own people wanted to stone him, instead he took refuge in His God 
 
III. DAVID PURSUES THE AMALEKITES 

A. David sought direction from the Lord through the priest Abiathar, the son of Ahimelech 

1. Should I pursue? Will I overtake them? 
2. He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail 

recover all.” 
3. So David went with his six hundred men – remember they had just traveled for 

three days – and the exhaustion from the trip was immediately apparent  
a) At the Brook Besor – 200 men simply couldn’t continue  

B. Found an Egyptian in a field who they gave bread and water before they knew who he 
was or where he was from 

1. Discovered he was a servant of an Amalekite; he fell ill so his master left him 
behind 

2. Irony is that abandoning this man to die was the very thing that killed him 
3. The Egyptian happily took David and his men to the Amalekites - Not a man of 

them escaped, except four hundred young men who rode on camels and fled. 
 
18 So David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away, and David rescued his two 
wives. 19 And nothing of theirs was lacking, either small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or 
anything which they had taken from them; David recovered all. 
 
21 Now David came to the two hundred men who had been so weary that they could not follow 
David, whom they also had made to stay at the Brook Besor. So they went out to meet David 
and to meet the people who were with him. And when David came near the people, he greeted 
them. 22 Then all the wicked and worthless men of those who went with David answered and 
said, “Because they did not go with us, we will not give them any of the spoil that we have 
recovered, except for every man’s wife and children, that they may lead them away and 
depart.” 23 But David said, “My brethren, you shall not do so with what the Lord has given us, 
who has preserved us and delivered into our hand the troop that came against us. 24 For who 
will heed you in this matter? But as his part is who goes down to the battle, so shall his part 
be who stays by the supplies; they shall share alike.” 25 So it was, from that day forward; he 
made it a statute and an ordinance for Israel to this day. 26 Now when David came to Ziklag, 
he sent some of the spoil to the elders of Judah, to his friends, saying, “Here is a present for 
you from the spoil of the enemies of the Lord” 
 

C. David goes from scapegoat to praised leader 

1. Demonstrates grace to the weary – invites them to share in his victory 
2. Again, David at his best reminds us of Jesus 
3. All the wicked and worthless remind us of ourselves – the other son (prodigal) 

a) David - a king who gives - everyone benefits from the victories of this kind, 
very different from Saul, a king who takes 

 
1 Samuel 28:3–25 (NKJV): 3 Now Samuel had died, and all Israel had lamented for him and 
buried him in Ramah, in his own city. And Saul had put the mediums and the spiritists out of 



the land. 4 Then the Philistines gathered together, and came and encamped at Shunem. So 
Saul gathered all Israel together, and they encamped at Gilboa. 5 When Saul saw the army of 
the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly. 6 And when Saul inquired of the 
Lord, the Lord did not answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or by the prophets. 
IV. GOD GOES SILENT  

A. Before we applaud Saul – he had all the priests executed – God’s law required that 
those who practice witchcraft be put to death 

1. Endore was only a short distance away, he put them out but it wasn’t that far – 
and it was widely understood that they were still practicing their trade 

2. Saul’s relationship with God - Life from God – fashioning God into their own 
likeness 
a) Professor of religious studies gives his students a test on the first day of 

school that begins with questions about what they think Jesus is like 
b) The second set of questions are about their own personality  
c) Test results reveal everyone thinks Jesus is like them  

3. God exists to help us through our problems and to aid us in acquiring what we 
want in this life  
a) We only speak to God when we want something, and we are rarely 

listening for a response 
4. 1 Sam 15:22 So Samuel said: “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt 

offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to 
obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 23 For 
rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has 
rejected you from being king.” 

B. God richly blesses our lives, but a “life from God” posture makes God’s gifts the center 
of our lives 

1. With this mindset we will never hear clearly from God 
2. Jeremiah the Lord says “You shall seek Me, and find me, when you search for 

me with all your heart.” 
3. What do we do when we are not getting what we want from God? 

 
7 Then Saul said to his servants, “Find me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and 
inquire of her.” And his servants said to him, “In fact, there is a woman who is a medium at En 
Dor.” 8 So Saul disguised himself and put on other clothes, and he went, and two men with 
him; and they came to the woman by night. And he said, “Please conduct a séance for me, 
and bring up for me the one I shall name to you.” 9 Then the woman said to him, “Look, you 
know what Saul has done, how he has cut off the mediums and the spiritists from the land. 
Why then do you lay a snare for my life, to cause me to die?” 10 And Saul swore to her by the 
Lord, saying, “As the Lord lives, no punishment shall come upon you for this thing.” 11 Then 
the woman said, “Whom shall I bring up for you?” And he said, “Bring up Samuel for 
me.”12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice. And the woman spoke 
to Saul, saying, “Why have you deceived me? For you are Saul!” 13 And the king said to her, 
“Do not be afraid. What did you see?” And the woman said to Saul, “I saw a spirit ascending 
out of the earth.” 14 So he said to her, “What is his form?” And she said, “An old man is 
coming up, and he is covered with a mantle.” And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he 
stooped with his face to the ground and bowed down. 15 Now Samuel said to Saul, “Why have 
you disturbed me by bringing me up?” And Saul answered, “I am deeply distressed; for the 
Philistines make war against me, and God has departed from me and does not answer me 



anymore, neither by prophets nor by dreams. Therefore I have called you, that you may reveal 
to me what I should do.” 16 Then Samuel said: “So why do you ask me, seeing the Lord has 
departed from you and has become your enemy? 17 And the Lord has done for Himself as He 
spoke by me. For the Lord has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your 
neighbor, David. 18 Because you did not obey the voice of the Lord nor execute His fierce 
wrath upon Amalek, therefore the Lord has done this thing to you this day. 19 Moreover the 
Lord will also deliver Israel with you into the hand of the Philistines. And tomorrow you and 
your sons will be with me. The Lord will also deliver the army of Israel into the hand of the 
Philistines.” 20 Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, and was dreadfully afraid 
because of the words of Samuel. And there was no strength in him, for he had eaten no food 
all day or all night. 
 

C. The Lord said through the prophet Isaiah “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned, everyone, to his own way 

1. Turning from life to death – Adam and Eve enjoyed life with God, and turned to 
their own way 

2. That is the reality of breaking our union with God, we separate ourselves from life 
itself – Saul is a picture of that 

D. We were created to be with God and that relationship, that unity was broken by our sin 

1. Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, everyone, 
to his own way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

2. Throughout the New Testament the apostles use the language of being “united 
with” or “reconciled to” God 

3. Obedience is an opportunity to experience Him – joining Him in His work, having 
a front row seat as He seeks and saves the lost 
a) David was at his best when he sought shelter in presence of God – as a 

young man, as a fugitive, and as a king  
 
1 Samuel 31:1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel; and the men of Israel fled from before 
the Philistines, and fell slain on Mount Gilboa. 2 Then the Philistines followed hard after Saul 
and his sons. And the Philistines killed Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua, Saul’s sons. 
3 The battle became fierce against Saul. The archers hit him, and he was severely wounded by 
the archers. 4 Then Saul said to his armorbearer, “Draw your sword, and thrust me through 
with it, lest these uncircumcised men come and thrust me through and abuse me.” But his 
armorbearer would not, for he was greatly afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword and fell on it. 
5 And when his armorbearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword, and died with 
him. 6 So Saul, his three sons, his armorbearer, and all his men died together that same day. 
7 And when the men of Israel who were on the other side of the valley, and those who were on 
the other side of the Jordan, saw that the men of Israel had fled and that Saul and his sons 
were dead, they forsook the cities and fled; and the Philistines came and dwelt in them. 8 So it 
happened the next day, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and 
his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 9 And they cut off his head and stripped off his armor, 
and sent word throughout the land of the Philistines, to proclaim it in the temple of their idols 
and among the people. 10 Then they put his armor in the temple of the Ashtoreths, and they 
fastened his body to the wall of Beth Shan. 11 Now when the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead 
heard what the Philistines had done to Saul, 12 all the valiant men arose and traveled all night, 
and took the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth Shan; and they 
came to Jabesh and burned them there. 13 Then they took their bones and buried them under 
the tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 
 



V. SAUL’S REIGN COMES TO AN END 

A. Israel’s demand, “Give us a king to deliverer us from the Philistines!” 

1. What they needed wasn’t a king, they needed the right King, God’s King 
2. Samuel’s farewell address – 1 Sam 12:24 Only fear the Lord, and serve Him 

in truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for 
you. 25 But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and 
your king.” 

3. The word of God brings life – if we separate from Him, we are separating from 
the source of all life 

B. Saul’s life is one of disobedience and disregard for God and His will  

1. His story ends with these words “Saul was dead”  
2. Death is the enemy 

a) It’s ugly, it’s painful, and it carries a sting 
3. “In the deepest sense, all death is unnatural. … It is a dissolving of the union 

between spirit and body. … It is sometimes said that the dead look peaceful, but 
[that] is hardly correct. What is true is that corpses look vacant. It is their evident 
emptiness that we find unnerving—the sense that the person whose body and 
face this was has simply gone.” JI Packer 
a) Man brought death into the world - “Just as sin came into the world 

through one man, and death through sin, … so death spread to all men 
because all have sinned.” 

4. We must make the connection between God’s word and life itself  
a) Psalmist pleads – Do not be silent…Psalm 83 - O God, do not keep silent; 

be not quiet, O God, be not still. 
b) Psalm 119:93 I will never forget Your precepts, For by them You have 

given me life. 
c) Jesus, the Word, brings life – victory over the grave – restoration with God 


