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1SAMUEL 
 
 

WHEN GOD GOES SILENT 
1 SAMUEL 28-29 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Most Christians wants to hear from God, to know His will, to receive His direction 

1. Click bait title – “The Secret to Hearing from God” 
2. Disingenuous because it is no secret – that’s the story of scripture – the question 

is and always has been – are we listening? 
3. As we come to the end of 1st Samuel hasn’t that been the theme? 

a) 1 Sam 2:12 Now the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not know the 
Lord. 
(1) Not a great position to be in as priests 

b) Later in the chapter a man of God comes to Eli and speaks on behalf of 
the Lord saying “a man of God came to Eli and said to him, “Thus says the 
Lord: ‘Did I not clearly reveal Myself to the house of your father when they 
were in Egypt in Pharaoh’s house? Why do you honor your sons more 
than me?” 

4. 1 Sam 3:3 Now the boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli. And the 
word of the Lord was rare in those days; there was no widespread 
revelation. 

5. God’s desire is to speak, to reveal Himself, to make Himself known 
6. Better title would be “How to ignore God’s voice” or “How to silence God” 

a) How to close our ears – terrible place to be, knowing the Word of God 
brings life 

B. 1 Sam 26:23 – David spares Saul’s life again  

1. David and his nephew enter Saul’s camp while they are all asleep – again 
refused to take Saul’s life – instead took his spear and water jug, then call out to 
him from the mountain side  

2. Saul repents “I have sinned, I have played the fool. I will harm you no more, 
come home.” 

3. David said “Let the Lord repay every man for his righteousness, let Him deliver 
me out of all tribulation.” 
a) David went on to write Psalm 34 “The angel of the Lord encamps around 

those who fear Him, and He delivers them.” 
4. Sounds like someone who is hearing from God clearly and trusts Him 

C. 1 Sam 27 – David said in his heart (dangerous internal monologue) – “Now I shall 
perish someday by the hand of Saul. There is nothing better for me than that I should 
escape to the enemy. (Philistines)  

1. Our thoughts give rise to actions. “Sow a thought, reap an action. Sow an action, 
reap a habit. Sow a habit, reap a character. Sow a character, reap a future. 
(destiny) 

 



a) There was even a limit to David’s convictions. He was just a man. 
2. David returned to his old friend Achish in Gath (was Achish a weak minded 

king?) 
3. His plan worked for a moment – Saul sought him no more  
4. David asked for a place in the county, Ziklag, from there he launched raids on the 

surrounding Philistine settlements leaving no witnesses alive 
a) Achish trusted David, thought Israel had turned their back on him – he will 

be my servant forever 
5. David seemed to be playing both sides well – what happens when you serve two 

masters? 
a) 1 Samuel 28:1 Now it happened in those days that the Philistines 

gathered their armies together for war, to fight with Israel. And 
Achish said to David, “You assuredly know that you will go out with 
me to battle, you and your men.” 2 So David said to Achish, “Surely 
you know what your servant can do.” And Achish said to David, 
“Therefore I will make you one of my chief guardians forever.” 

 
1 Samuel 29:1 (NKJV): Then the Philistines gathered together all their armies at Aphek, and 
the Israelites encamped by a fountain which is in Jezreel. 
 
II. BACK ON THE BATTLEFIELD 

A. We’ve come full circle 

1. 1 Sam 4 - Now Israel went out to battle against the Philistines and encamped 
beside Ebenezer; and the Philistines encamped in Aphek. 

2. And Israel was defeated by the Philistines that day – killed about 4,000 of their 
men 

3. “Why has the Lord defeated us this day? Let us bring the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord from Shiloh to us, that when it comes among us it may save us from the 
hand of our enemies.” 

B. How can we hear from God if we have a wrong relationship with God? 

1. A.W. Tozer said the most important thing about a man is what he thinks about 
when he thinks about God 

2. Who is God and who am I in relation to God – what is the nature of our 
relationship? 

3. Language that has helped me a great deal – wrong ideas about the nature of our 
relationship with God 
a) Life above God, Life under God, Life from God, Life for God  
b) None of which we get from a careful study of God’s word 

4. Life from God – God’s primary function is to give me what I desire, to give me an 
edge, as long as jump through the right hoops and keep up my contractual 
obligations, God has to keep His 
a) That is religion – no different than all the other world religions that seek to 

answer the question “how do we get what we want from our gods?” 
5. The purpose of the ark was to reflect God’s desire to be with His people, a 

relationship that had been broken by the people’s sin 
 
2 And the lords of the Philistines passed in review by hundreds and by thousands, but David 
and his men passed in review at the rear with Achish. 3 Then the princes of the Philistines 
said, “What are these Hebrews doing here?” And Achish said to the princes of the Philistines, 



“Is this not David, the servant of Saul king of Israel, who has been with me these days, or 
these years? And to this day I have found no fault in him since he defected to me.” 4 But the 
princes of the Philistines were angry with him; so the princes of the Philistines said to 
him, “Make this fellow return, that he may go back to the place which you have appointed for 
him, and do not let him go down with us to battle, lest in the battle he become our adversary. 
For with what could he reconcile himself to his master, if not with the heads of these men? 
5 Is this not David, of whom they sang to one another in dances, saying: ‘Saul has slain his 
thousands, And David his ten thousands’?” 6 Then Achish called David and said to him, 
“Surely, as the Lord lives, you have been upright, and your going out and your coming in with 
me in the army is good in my sight. For to this day I have not found evil in you since the day of 
your coming to me. Nevertheless the lords do not favor you. 7 Therefore return now, and go in 
peace, that you may not displease the lords of the Philistines.” 8 So David said to Achish, 
“But what have I done? And to this day what have you found in your servant as long as I have 
been with you, that I may not go and fight against the enemies of my lord the king?” 9 Then 
Achish answered and said to David, “I know that you are as good in my sight as an angel of 
God; nevertheless the princes of the Philistines have said, ‘He shall not go up with us to the 
battle.’ 10 Now therefore, rise early in the morning with your master’s servants who have 
come with you. And as soon as you are up early in the morning and have light, depart.” 11 So 
David and his men rose early to depart in the morning, to return to the land of the 
Philistines. And the Philistines went up to Jezreel. 
 

C. The Philistines  

1. Blindly wandering through life led by their own ambition with no insight into what 
the God of the universe is up to  

2. Enjoying His creation but never acknowledging the Creator – Life over God 
a) All that there is, is all that we can see – the answers lie within us 
b) Life over God – direction is limited to our own logic and understanding  
c) gods created with human hands – that we can control and manipulate 

3. Like the prophet Isaiah rightly said, "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned-every one-to his own way." 
a) Judges “and they did whatever was right in their own eyes” 

4. What is left to be said when we we’ve set it in our hearts to go our own way? 
a) Jesus’ silence before his accusers – before the high priests and before 

Pilate – “Do you not offer any answer for what these men accuse you of?” 
But He kept silent. 

D. David’s familiar phrase 

1. “What have I done?” – asked his brother when he met them at the battlefield, he 
rightfully asked Saul on multiple occasions, now he asks Achish 

2. Psalm 13:1 How long, O Lord? Will You forget me forever? How long will 
You hide Your face from me? 2 How long shall I take counsel in my soul, 
Having sorrow in my heart daily? How long will my enemy be exalted over 
me? 
a) “Life for God” – I’ve done everything you asked me to so why am I going 

through this? 
b) We primarily exist to do something for God – we view people through the 

lens – you are either on God’s mission, the object of God’s mission, or an 
obstacle to God’s mission 

c) What happens when things don’t turn out the way we had hoped? “Why 
God? What did I do to deserve this?” 

 



3. What did Paul, a man on a mission, say in his letter to the church in Philippi? – “I 
count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them 
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in Him.” 
a) Interesting when David wrote Psalm 13 he had fled to Gath – what do 

people do when they burnout? 
4. May appear that everything worked out in David’s favor – retreated to the 

country, the constant threat of Saul has subsided – but the relief David felt was 
only momentary 

 
1 Samuel 28:3–25 (NKJV): 3 Now Samuel had died, and all Israel had lamented for him and 
buried him in Ramah, in his own city. And Saul had put the mediums and the spiritists out of 
the land. 4 Then the Philistines gathered together, and came and encamped at Shunem. So 
Saul gathered all Israel together, and they encamped at Gilboa. 5 When Saul saw the army of 
the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly. 6 And when Saul inquired of the 
Lord, the Lord did not answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or by the prophets. 
 
III. GOD GOES SILENT  

A. Before we applaud Saul – he had all the priests executed – God’s law required that 
those who practice witchcraft be put to death 

1. Endore was only a short distance away, he put them out but it wasn’t that far – 
and it was widely understood that they were still practicing their trade 

2. Saul was the posterchild for partial obedience – just enough to get what he 
wanted out of God but not so much that he would have to sacrifice anything 

3. Lev 20:27 ‘A man or a woman who is a medium, or who has familiar spirits, 
shall surely be put to death; they shall stone them with stones. Their blood 
shall be upon them.’ ” 

4. Life from God – fashions God into their own likeness 
a) Professor of religious studies gives his students a test on the first day of 

school that begins with questions about what they think Jesus is like 
b) The second set of questions are about their own personality  
c) Test results reveal everyone thinks Jesus is like them  

5. God exists to help us through our problems and to aid us in acquiring what we 
want in this life  
a) We only speak to God when we want something, and we are rarely 

listening for a response 
6. 1 Sam 15:22 So Samuel said: “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt 

offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to 
obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 23 For 
rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has 
rejected you from being king.” 

B. God richly blesses our lives, but a “life from God” posture makes God’s gifts the center 
of our lives 

1. With this mindset we will never hear clearly from God 
2. Jeremiah the Lord says “You shall seek Me, and find me, when you search for 

me with all your heart.” 
3. What do we do when we are not getting what we want from God? 

 



7 Then Saul said to his servants, “Find me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and 
inquire of her.” And his servants said to him, “In fact, there is a woman who is a medium at En 
Dor.” 8 So Saul disguised himself and put on other clothes, and he went, and two men with 
him; and they came to the woman by night. And he said, “Please conduct a séance for me, 
and bring up for me the one I shall name to you.” 9 Then the woman said to him, “Look, you 
know what Saul has done, how he has cut off the mediums and the spiritists from the land. 
Why then do you lay a snare for my life, to cause me to die?” 10 And Saul swore to her by the 
Lord, saying, “As the Lord lives, no punishment shall come upon you for this thing.” 11 Then 
the woman said, “Whom shall I bring up for you?” And he said, “Bring up Samuel for 
me.”12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice. And the woman spoke 
to Saul, saying, “Why have you deceived me? For you are Saul!” 13 And the king said to her, 
“Do not be afraid. What did you see?” And the woman said to Saul, “I saw a spirit ascending 
out of the earth.” 14 So he said to her, “What is his form?” And she said, “An old man is 
coming up, and he is covered with a mantle.” And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he 
stooped with his face to the ground and bowed down. 15 Now Samuel said to Saul, “Why have 
you disturbed me by bringing me up?” And Saul answered, “I am deeply distressed; for the 
Philistines make war against me, and God has departed from me and does not answer me 
anymore, neither by prophets nor by dreams. Therefore I have called you, that you may reveal 
to me what I should do.” 16 Then Samuel said: “So why do you ask me, seeing the Lord has 
departed from you and has become your enemy? 17 And the Lord has done for Himself as He 
spoke by me. For the Lord has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your 
neighbor, David. 18 Because you did not obey the voice of the Lord nor execute His fierce 
wrath upon Amalek, therefore the Lord has done this thing to you this day. 19 Moreover the 
Lord will also deliver Israel with you into the hand of the Philistines. And tomorrow you and 
your sons will be with me. The Lord will also deliver the army of Israel into the hand of the 
Philistines.” 20 Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, and was dreadfully afraid 
because of the words of Samuel. And there was no strength in him, for he had eaten no food 
all day or all night. 
 

C. The Lord said through the prophet Isaiah “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned, every one, to his own way 

1. Turning from life to death – Adam and Eve enjoyed life with God, and turned to 
their own way 

2. That is the reality of breaking our union with God, we separate ourselves from life 
itself – Saul is a picture of our man’s broken relationship with God 

D. We were created to be with God and that relationship, that unity was broken by our sin 

1. Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, 
to his own way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

2. Throughout the New Testament the apostles use the language of being “united 
with” or “reconciled to” God 

3. God is speaking – how do we hear Him? First, we must be united to Him, 
reconciled to Him through Jesus 
a) We must understand the nature of our relationship with Him – abiding in 

Him, remaining in Him, walking with Him  
4. Obedience is an opportunity to experience Him – joining Him in His work, having 

a front row seat as He seeks and saves the lost 
a) David was at his best when he sought shelter in presence of God – as a 

young man, as a fugitive, and as a king  


