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There is an old saying, “All’s fair in love and war.”  And the saying has been traced back to a man by 
the name of John Lyly (1578). From "Random House Dictionary of Popular Proverbs and Sayings" by Gregory Y. Titelman ( Random 
House, N.Y., 1996). 
 
The meaning is = "The rules of fair play do not apply in love and war” – today it is often used as an 
excuse for lying, cheating, and stealing! 
 
Now - while I do agree that this little saying CANNOT be appropriately applied to the life of a Christian 
– I do think that there will be times in life where we find ourselves in less than perfect conditions, and 
even Christians find themselves doing and saying things they thought they would never do!  Such is 
the case of the Christian soldier who MUST kill or be killed! 
 

Chapter 27 
DAVID IN THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Let me give you a little recap of our last study in 1 Samuel. 

1. Saul was pursuing David as usual. 
a) This time - David and Abishai sneaked into their camp and found them all 

asleep – including the captain of the king’s army – Abner! 
b) He took Saul’s spear and water and went far enough away – up the 

hillside – that they couldn’t get to him - and then woke them all up! 
c) He condemned Abner for not protecting his king, and reminded Saul that – 

once again he could have taken his life if he wanted to. 
d) Saul, once again, said he would leave David alone, but David knew he 

would not! 
(1) And the last teaching – right where we will pick it up tonight. 

 
II. 1SA 27:1  AND DAVID SAID IN HIS HEART, "NOW I SHALL PERISH SOMEDAY BY THE 

HAND OF SAUL. THERE IS NOTHING BETTER FOR ME THAN THAT I SHOULD 
SPEEDILY ESCAPE TO THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES; AND SAUL WILL DESPAIR OF 
ME, TO SEEK ME ANYMORE IN ANY PART OF ISRAEL. SO I SHALL ESCAPE OUT OF 
HIS HAND."  

A. As most of you know – David is the writer of the majority of the Psalms. 

1. Some commentators believe that this might just be the place where he wrote 
Psalm 13. 
a) Psa 13:1-6  To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David. How long, O 

LORD? Will You forget me forever? How long will You hide Your face 
from me? 2  How long shall I take counsel in my soul, Having sorrow 
in my heart daily? How long will my enemy be exalted over me? 3  
Consider and hear me, O LORD my God; Enlighten my eyes, Lest I 
sleep the sleep of death; 4  Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed 
against him"; Lest those who trouble me rejoice when I am moved. 5  
But I have trusted in Your mercy; My heart shall rejoice in Your 
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salvation. 6  I will sing to the LORD, Because He has dealt 
bountifully with me. 
(1) I don’t know about you folks - but there’s certainly been a few times 

in my life when I felt like my world was falling apart! 
(2) Times when it seemed that our enemies would overtake us and 

they would get the victory instead of us. 
(3) But I so appreciate verses 5 and 6 here in Psalm 13 - 5  But I have 

trusted in Your mercy; My heart shall rejoice in Your salvation. 
6  I will sing to the LORD, Because He has dealt bountifully 
with me. 
(a) There is one thing that NO OTHER PERSON can take from 

us – our salvation – and our assurance that we have a good 
God! 

(b) But that doesn’t mean that we don’t have our moments – just 
like David did. 

 
III. 1SA 27:2-3  THEN DAVID AROSE AND WENT OVER WITH THE SIX HUNDRED MEN WHO 

WERE WITH HIM TO ACHISH THE SON OF MAOCH, KING OF GATH. 3  SO DAVID 
DWELT WITH ACHISH AT GATH, HE AND HIS MEN, EACH MAN WITH HIS HOUSEHOLD, 
AND DAVID WITH HIS TWO WIVES, AHINOAM THE JEZREELITESS, AND ABIGAIL THE 
CARMELITESS, NABAL'S WIDOW.  

A. David knows that he is not safe while Saul is alive, so he packs up and moves everyone 
(including their families) back to Gath – the land of the Philistines - in other words – 
ENEMY TERRITORY! 

1. There is an old saying, “The enemy of my enemy is my friend.” 
a) The Philistines are the enemies of Israel, but now – so is David! 
b) No doubt King Achish sees David (although not without apprehension) as 

a good man to have on his side. 
(1) And David’s assumptions about Saul following him - seems to be 

correct. 
 
IV. 1SA 27:4  AND IT WAS TOLD SAUL THAT DAVID HAD FLED TO GATH; SO HE SOUGHT 

HIM NO MORE. 

A. But David begins to feel a little “cramped” in the city and asks Achish for a place of his 
own. 

V. 1SA 27:5  THEN DAVID SAID TO ACHISH, "IF I HAVE NOW FOUND FAVOR IN YOUR 
EYES, LET THEM GIVE ME A PLACE IN SOME TOWN IN THE COUNTRY, THAT I MAY 
DWELL THERE. FOR WHY SHOULD YOUR SERVANT DWELL IN THE ROYAL CITY WITH 
YOU?" 6  SO ACHISH GAVE HIM ZIKLAG THAT DAY. THEREFORE ZIKLAG HAS 
BELONGED TO THE KINGS OF JUDAH TO THIS DAY. 7  NOW THE TIME THAT DAVID 
DWELT IN THE COUNTRY OF THE PHILISTINES WAS ONE FULL YEAR AND FOUR 
MONTHS.  

A. The king gives David Ziklag and David settles in. 

1. While David is there – his army begins to grow. 
a) I need to take you into 1 Chronicles 12 for that: 
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(1) For the sake of time – I will not read all the men’s names – but I 

will give you the first 2 verses of 1 Chronicles 12 so that you see 
that the Lord is beginning to build David’s army: 
(a) 1Ch 12:1  Now these were the men who came to David at 

Ziklag while he was still a fugitive from Saul the son of 
Kish; and they were among the mighty men, helpers in 
the war, 2  armed with bows, using both the right hand 
and the left in hurling stones and shooting arrows with 
the bow. They were of Benjamin, Saul's brethren. 

2. But we need to remember – David does not hate Saul.   He loves his country and 
he loves the Lord and he feels compelled to do what Israel had failed to do when 
coming into the land of Canaan. 
a) He continues to drive out the enemies of Israel! 

 
VI. 1SA 27:8  AND DAVID AND HIS MEN WENT UP AND RAIDED THE GESHURITES, THE 

GIRZITES, AND THE AMALEKITES. FOR THOSE NATIONS WERE THE INHABITANTS OF 
THE LAND FROM OF OLD, AS YOU GO TO SHUR, EVEN AS FAR AS THE LAND OF 
EGYPT. 9  WHENEVER DAVID ATTACKED THE LAND, HE LEFT NEITHER MAN NOR 
WOMAN ALIVE, BUT TOOK AWAY THE SHEEP, THE OXEN, THE DONKEYS, THE 
CAMELS, AND THE APPAREL, AND RETURNED AND CAME TO ACHISH. 

A. The Geshurites, the Girzites, and the Amalekites were the inhabitants of the land 
from of old. 

1. Meaning – they had never been driven out - as the Lord – through Joshua had 
commanded! 
a) According to John Gill, “…the Geshurites (were) some of the old 

inhabitants of the land of Canaan, the remains of the Amorites, whose 
land was given to the half tribe of Manasseh, but could never be expelled; 
and therefore David had a just right to invade them, and, if he could, either 
expel or destroy them.” (e-sword bible)  Deu_3:14 

b) The Gezrites; the inhabitants of Gezer, which place fell to the tribe of 
Ephraim; but that tribe could not drive out the inhabitants of it, and 
therefore David now fell upon them as the enemies of Israel, and seized 
on their country, as belonging to them, Jos_16:3, (e-sword bible)   

c) And the Amalekites; the sworn …enemies of Israel, and whose memory 
they were laid under obligation to root out. These were such as had 
escaped the sword of Saul, and had fled to the more distant parts, against 
whom David now went; and perhaps these had fled to and mixed 
themselves with the people here mentioned: (e-sword bible)   
(1) David did what no one had done so far – he wiped them out! 
(2) But when he gets back – he changes the story a little bit for King 

Achish. 
 
VII. 1SA 27:10  THEN ACHISH WOULD SAY, "WHERE HAVE YOU MADE A RAID TODAY?" 

AND DAVID WOULD SAY, "AGAINST THE SOUTHERN AREA OF JUDAH, OR AGAINST 
THE SOUTHERN AREA OF THE JERAHMEELITES, OR AGAINST THE SOUTHERN AREA 
OF THE KENITES." 11  DAVID WOULD SAVE NEITHER MAN NOR WOMAN ALIVE, TO 
BRING NEWS TO GATH, SAYING, "LEST THEY SHOULD INFORM ON US, SAYING, 
'THUS DAVID DID.' " AND THUS WAS HIS BEHAVIOR ALL THE TIME HE DWELT IN THE 
COUNTRY OF THE PHILISTINES. 12  SO ACHISH BELIEVED DAVID, SAYING, "HE HAS 
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MADE HIS PEOPLE ISRAEL UTTERLY ABHOR HIM; THEREFORE HE WILL BE MY 
SERVANT FOREVER."  

A. King Achish would ask David what he had done that day – when he returned from 
battle. 

1. David would “distort” the truth a bit and let Achish believe that he was attacking 
Israel. 
a) David would say, "Against the southern area of Judah” – but actually it 

was south of Judah.  And he would do that for each and every territory 
that he went into. 
(1) Remember that he would leave no one alive so there was no one to 

come back and tell Achish! 
(a) 12  So Achish believed David, saying, "He has made his 

people Israel utterly abhor him; therefore he will be my 
servant forever." 

(b) Achish thinks that NOW he has David right where he wants 
him! 
(i) If he actually had been killing off his own people, his 

place in Israel would have been lost forever! 
(ii) It is important to point out that the bible does not 

condone the lie just because it points it out! 
 
VIII. CONCLUSION 

A. In the next chapter – the day arrives when David is put to the test of whether he will fight 
with the Philistines against Israel or be faithful to Israel – even if it means being 
captured by Saul and perhaps killed! 

1. What a choice to have to make!  What would you do? 
2. Have you ever found yourself in a spot where either decision you make is not a 

good one? 
a) What did you end up doing?  And how did it come out? 
b) Unfortunately we do not have enough time tonight for me to share with 

you how it comes out for David. 
(1) But I will give you the first couple of verses of chapter 28 to show 

you the predicament David is in. 
 

B. 1Sa 28:1  Now it happened in those days that the Philistines gathered their armies 
together for war, to fight with Israel. And Achish said to David, "You assuredly 
know that you will go out with me to battle, you and your men." 2  So David said 
to Achish, "Surely you know what your servant can do." And Achish said to 
David, "Therefore I will make you one of my chief guardians forever."  

1. Interesting response from David is it not?  "Surely you know what your servant 
can do." 
a) That could be taken several different ways - couldn’t it? 


