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I. GOD’S WILL BE DONE 

A. 1 Sam 15:28 “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day and has 
given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you.” 
1. Torn because of Saul’s continued disobedience – Spirit of the Lord departed Saul  
2. The people’s king has been disqualified 
3. Chapter 16 - we are now introduced to that neighbor 

B. Titled this study after a book by Pastor Chuck Smith – The Man God Uses 
1. Important question – how can we be used by God? An instrument that God can 

use to accomplish His purposes? 
2. Secret – God will use us despite us or in cooperation with us 

a) Dan 4:35 ESV “He does according to his will among the host of 
heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay 
his hand or say to him, ‘What have you done?’” 

b) Jesus said “Not one sparrow falls to the ground apart from our Father in 
heaven” – Proverbs “The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of 
the Lord; he turns it wherever He will.” 

c) God’s sovereign will is not dependent on our obedience 
3. We must balance that with… 

a) 1 Thes “This is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from 
sexual immorality.” And “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

b) 1 John “And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever 
does the will of God abides forever” 

c) Jesus said in Matthew 7 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father 
who is in heaven” 

d) We can disobey God’s “will of command” but that doesn’t nullify God’s 
sovereign will 

C. There is blessing and purpose when we are willing participants in the work of Kingdom 
1. Accepting God’s invitation through Jesus Christ – to join Him – to follow Him – 

we don’t have to have all the answers, we can just follow His lead 
2. Romans 12:1 NIV Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of 

God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern 
of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will. 

3. Saul and David are helpful examples  
 
1 Samuel 16:1 Now the Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have 
rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; I am sending you to 
Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself a king among his sons.” 2 And Samuel 
said, “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” But the Lord said, “Take a heifer with 



you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I 
will show you what you shall do; you shall anoint for Me the one I name to you.” 4 So Samuel 
did what the Lord said, and went to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his 
coming, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the Lord. Sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then he 
consecrated Jesse and his sons, and invited them to the sacrifice.  
 
II. SAMUEL GRIEVED 

A. Samuel is grieved – mourning over the downfall and disqualification of Saul 
1. Why not relieved? This wasn’t his idea. In fact, he was personally hurt by the 

people demanding a king. Opportunity for “I told you so” 
2. That’s not what we see from Samuel – why? 

B. Relationship with Saul 
1. Forget that we are dealing with real people with real emotions and real 

connections – these are not undeveloped characters in a bad movie 
2. Regardless of the circumstances, Samuel served alongside Saul, battled the 

same enemies together – undoubtedly a relationship had formed  
C. Relationship with God 

1. Paul writes to the Romans in Romans 2 - You who boast in the Law, through 
your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God? 
a) His actions painted a distorted picture of God  

2. Samuel was deeply concerned with honoring God – we see that in the way he 
handled King Agag 

D. Relationship with the people 
1. Shepherd of his people 
2. Cared deeply for them and their wellbeing – knew they would flourish as the 

followed the Lord 
a) Yet – they along with their king – disobeyed = disobedience comes from 

disbelief 
3. Jesus was called the man of sorrows – heartbroken over the hard hearts of the 

Jewish people 
a) Samuel found no pleasure in their disobedience, only grief 

E. Relationship with himself 
1. Pastoral perspective – Did he feel like a failure? Did he feel personally 

responsible for the spiritual condition of the people? 
2. We don’t control the harvest – the only thing that matters – did we do what God 

asked of us? 
III. FILL YOUR HORN WITH OIL 

A. Fill your horn with oil and go to Jesse, the Bethlehemite 
1. At this point in the story, we may not know Jesse, but we know his grandparents 

– grandson of Ruth of Boaz 
2. Horn of oil for a secret anointing? Samuel has already been through all of this, 

and it didn’t work out very well 
a) The Lord makes it clear that this time it is going to be different 

3. “For I have provided for Myself a king” – Bethlehem, the line of Ruth and Boaz 
(kinsman redeemer) – looking back, this has Jesus written all over it 

4. In contrast to 1 Sam 8 – “head their voice and make the people a king” 
B. If Saul hears, he will kill me 

1. Saul was reluctant to wear the crown, now it seems that he is reluctant to take it 
off 

2. Samuel struggles to see who is in control 
3. Circumstances vs the will of God 



a) Why not remove Saul and put David in his place? Why the process? 
b) Saul has a key role to play in shaping David into a king 
c) We never know how God is using our circumstances to prepare us for 

what He has planned for us 
C. “So Samuel did what the Lord said” 

1. That is the legacy of Samuel – starting as a boy with “here I am Lord” 
2. Trust and obedience – Eric Liddell – the Olympic athlete that the movie “Chariots 

of Fire” was based once wrote “Obedience to God's will is the secret of spiritual 
knowledge and insight. It is not willingness to know, but willingness to DO (obey) 
God's will that brings certainty.” 
a) A.W. Tozer wrote in the 50s “Have you noticed how much praying for 

revival has been going on of late - and how little revival has resulted? I 
believe the problem is that we have been trying to substitute praying for 
obeying, and it simply will not work.” 

 
1 Sam 16:6 So it was, when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, “Surely the Lord’s 
anointed is before Him!” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at 
his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for 
man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 8 So Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this 
one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this 
one.” 10 Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The Lord has not chosen these.”  
 
IV. THE MISSING KING 

A. Eliab is impressive – surely the Lord’s anointed is before Him! 
1. “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused 

him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 
a) One author asks the question “Why is it that we can meet these strangers 

and make deductions on the strength of these meetings, deductions that 
are often wrong and are often immediately superficial?”  

b) We only know what we know but sometimes we don’t even know that. We 
are pridefully unaware of our own limitations 

2. We must constantly live with an understanding that our understanding is limited – 
we don’t see the entire picture – in fact we only see a tiny fraction of it 
a) Media – middle sheath or layer - when someone can control the superficial 

information, we must be wise enough to know there is more beneath the 
surface 

B. What would we have thought of Christ on the cross? 
1. We know what the disciples thought 
2. If they were misled and if Samuel was misled, we can be to 
3. The Lord is still patiently instructing Samuel in his old age 
4. Understanding our own limitations and trusting the one who doesn’t have any 

C. The Lord does not see as man sees  
1. Hebrew - “For the Lord sees not as man sees, for man sees according to the 

eyes, but the Lord sees according to the heart.” 
a) Not what God sees but how God sees 

2. Translation - we make judgements according to our own superficial 
understanding based on limited information 



3. Lord sees things based on His will - Which means that God views everything 
according to his own intentions, according to his own purposes. God is not 
deceived by—or impressed by outward appearances 
a) Eph 1:11 Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will 
b) “God did not see Eliab in the same way that Samuel saw Eliab” because 

Samuel saw Eliab “with his eyes.” God looked on Eliab according to his 
will. 

4. 2 Samuel 7 - as David thinks about God’s goodness and kindness and how God 
has taken care of him, he says -  “Because of your promise, and according to 
your own heart, you have brought about all this greatness, to make your servant 
know it.” 
a) This is more about God accomplishing His will then it is a unique 

spirituality or goodness within David 
b) Again, this must be balanced with 2 Chr 16:9 For the eyes of the Lord 

run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on 
behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. In this you have done 
foolishly; therefore from now on you shall have wars.” 

c) 2 Chr 16:7 And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of 
Judah, and said to him: “Because you have relied on the king of 
Syria, and have not relied on the Lord your God, therefore the army 
of the king of Syria has escaped from your hand. 
(1) Good is looking for someone who will cooperate with Him – who will 

share in His work – not someone perfect, but someone willing 
d) He saw that man at the beginning of this chapter…“for I have provided for 

myself a king among his sons”—is actually, in Hebrew, the verb “to see.”- 
“I have seen for myself a king” 
(1) Saul was a king that the eyes of man had chosen, David was the 

King that the heart of God had chosen 
D. None of Jesse’s sons were God’s man 

1. What were Jesse’s sons thinking through all of this?  
2. Either God had made or mistake or it was human error – always go with human 

error 
3. The error – Jesse saw things according to his eyes 

 
11 And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the young men here?” Then he said, “There remains yet 
the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring 
him. For we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12 So he sent and brought him in. Now he 
was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good-looking. And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him; for this 
is the one!” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; 
and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose and went 
to Ramah. 
 
 

E. Spirt of the Lord departed Saul, Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David 
1. Unlikely shepherd boy is anointed king 

 
1 Sam 16:14 But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and a distressing spirit from the 
Lord troubled him. 15 And Saul’s servants said to him, “Surely, a distressing spirit from God 
is troubling you. 16 Let our master now command your servants, who are before you, to seek 
out a man who is a skillful player on the harp. And it shall be that he will play it with his hand 
when the distressing spirit from God is upon you, and you shall be well.” 17 So Saul said to 
his servants, “Provide me now a man who can play well, and bring him to me.” 18 Then one of 



the servants answered and said, “Look, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is 
skillful in playing, a mighty man of valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, and a handsome 
person; and the Lord is with him.” 19 Therefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse, and said, 
“Send me your son David, who is with the sheep.” 20 And Jesse took a donkey loaded with 
bread, a skin of wine, and a young goat, and sent them by his son David to Saul. 21 So David 
came to Saul and stood before him. And he loved him greatly, and he became his 
armorbearer. 22 Then Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Please let David stand before me, for he has 
found favor in my sight.” 23 And so it was, whenever the spirit from God was upon Saul, that 
David would take a harp and play it with his hand. Then Saul would become refreshed and 
well, and the distressing spirit would depart from him. 
 
V. THE KINGDOM TORN 

A. Effects of a torn robe 
1. Kingdom torn, relationships torn, his psyche is torn – Saul is descending into 

madness 
2. Torn himself away from God 

B. We are presented with this difficult subject – a distressing spirit (bad, evil) 
1. When confronted with a challenge, let’s fall back on what we know 
2. The source? God 

a) Is God the author of evil? Does He tempt anyone to do evil things? 
b) Who does evil answer to?  
c) Babylonians were used by God for His purposes, Pharaoh was used by 

God, Jospeh’s brothers, Potiphar’s wife, the Pharisees and Sadducees 
and Roman soldiers, and Pilate, the High Priests, who crucified Christ - 
the persecution of the early church - all evil - and all used by God to 
accomplish His purposes 

d) Even evil is an instrument in God’s hands used for His purposes  
C. The restlessness of Saul 

1. Where do we find rest?  
2. David is chosen 
3. Who is orchestrating all of this? 
4. Description of David 

a) Gap between verses 13 and 14 
b) 14–23, could be placed here not chronologically but is placed here 

thematically 
D. What tune did David play? 

1. Set Saul’s mind on what is true? 
2. David sang the truth about God 

a) Two different men, different life trajectories, fulfilling the plans and 
purposes of God 

b) One tormented and the other singing praises  
 


