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THE REBELLIOUS KING 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. Simple doesn’t always mean easy 

1. Saying we’re sorry, admitting we’re wrong, practicing self-control  
2. Trusting God, waiting on Him, obeying Him 

a) Israel’s path forward was simple – allow the one true God to be their God 
– trust in Him as their provider and protector – simply follow His lead 

b) In that relationship they would be a light and a blessing to the other 
nations 

3. Simple but far from easy – complicated by idolatry and fear and insecurity – time 
and time again Israel found themselves forgetting the Lord their God  

B. Evidenced in Israel’s demand for a king 
1. “that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go 

out before us and fight our battles.” 
a) Despite the Lord’s warnings, the people still begged for a king  

2. A king is what they got, Saul – tall, handsome, and insecure  
a) The road to his coronation is a long one – initially anointed by Samuel, 

presented to the people… 
b) The Spirit of God comes upon Saul and God establishes him as king as 

he delivers the people of Jabesh from Nahash the Ammonite  
c) This all takes place before Saul’s official coronation as king 

C. 1 Sam 11:14 Then Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and 
renew the kingdom there.” 15 So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they 
made Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal. There they made sacrifices of peace 
offerings before the Lord, and there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly. 
1. Chapter 12 elaborates on Saul’s Coronation 

D. Saul’s coronation also marks the end of Samuel’s direct theocratic leadership 
1. He continues to share the mind and heart of God with the people (prophetic 

ministry) – but direct rule and reign will now come from Israel’s king 
2. Israel still has the opportunity to thrive under the rule of a king, if that king heeds 

the voice of the Lord  
II. SAMUEL SPEAKS TO THE NATION 
 
1 Samuel 12:1 Now Samuel said to all Israel: “Indeed I have heeded your voice in all that you 
said to me, and have made a king over you. 2 And now here is the king, walking before you; 
and I am old and grayheaded, and look, my sons are with you. I have walked before you from 
my childhood to this day. 3 Here I am. Witness against me before the Lord and before His 
anointed: Whose ox have I taken, or whose donkey have I taken, or whom have I cheated? 
Whom have I oppressed, or from whose hand have I received any bribe with which to blind my 
eyes? I will restore it to you.” 4 And they said, “You have not cheated us or oppressed us, nor 
have you taken anything from any man’s hand.” 5 Then he said to them, “The Lord is witness 
against you, and His anointed is witness this day, that you have not found anything in my 
hand.” And they answered, “He is witness.” 
 



A. Israel under Samuel’s leadership 
1. Things were good under Samuel’s leadership – a man God raised up to care for 

His people  
2. He hasn’t cheated or stolen from the people, he hasn’t deliberately caused harm 

for his own benefit, he couldn’t be bought at a price 
3. Samuel is building his case against Israel – God has cared for His people 

through him 
a) The people agreed – “He is witness!” 

B. I have obeyed your voice 
1. You asked for this, you wanted a change – the Lord wasn’t enough  
2. It’s not that they didn’t know what they were getting in exchange – the warning 

was clear  
a) I didn’t take, I didn’t steal, I didn’t oppress, I could not be purchased – a 

king will take and take and take – yet you have demanded king 
b) What God had provided was not enough. Practical atheism – Psalm 14 - a 

fool in his heart says there is no God  
 
6 Then Samuel said to the people, “It is the Lord who raised up Moses and Aaron, and who 
brought your fathers up from the land of Egypt. 7 Now therefore, stand still, that I may reason 
with you before the Lord concerning all the righteous acts of the Lord which He did to you and 
your fathers: 8 When Jacob had gone into Egypt, and your fathers cried out to the Lord, then 
the Lord sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your fathers out of Egypt and made them dwell 
in this place. 9 And when they forgot the Lord their God, He sold them into the hand of Sisera, 
commander of the army of Hazor, into the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the king 
of Moab; and they fought against them. 10 Then they cried out to the Lord, and said, ‘We have 
sinned, because we have forsaken the Lord and served the Baals and Ashtoreths; but now 
deliver us from the hand of our enemies, and we will serve You.’ 11 And the Lord 
sent Jerubbaal, Bedan, Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivered you out of the hand of your 
enemies on every side; and you dwelt in safety. 12 And when you saw that Nahash king of the 
Ammonites came against you, you said to me, ‘No, but a king shall reign over us,’ when the 
Lord your God was your king. 
 
III. NOT ENOUGH 

A. What is this wicked thing that lives within us that won’t allow God to be God? Won’t 
allow God to be our provider and protector even after He has proven Himself faithful? 
1. That looks around in the garden and asks “why is God holding things back from 

me?”  
2. That looks at the cross and the empty grave and still questions God’s love and 

His power?  
a) Is it our rebellious nature – old patterns of living and thinking – lack of 

understanding of goodness and glory of God? 
b) Verse 9 – Israel forgot the Lord their God 

3. In chapter 11 they were ready to kneel to Nahash the Ammonite as their king – 
that is how far God had been pushed out of their hearts and minds 
a) In a time of great need they didn’t know where to turn – in the void of 

leadership they were willing to accept the lowest common denominator 
4. Ecc 12:1 Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the 

difficult days come, And the years draw near when you say, “I have no 
pleasure in them” 
a) Too often we wait until crisis hits to call out to the Lord – our 

understanding of Him is shaped by how He responds to our crisis instead 
of being rooted in the truth of His word  



B. Hannah’s prayer in 1 Samuel 2 – a woman who is deeply aware of God’s nature  
1. There in no one holy like the Lord, there is no one besides you, there is no Rock 

like our God – it is not by strength that one prevails, those who oppose the Lord 
will be broken. He will give strength to His King and exalt the horn of his 
anointed. 
a) God had provided Israel with a path to life and victory and flourishing, just 

as He has provided us a path to eternal life through His Son Jesus  
b) Yet there remains this internal struggle to receive, to surrender, to admit 

that we are broken and helpless and in need of saving 
(1) The church in Laodicea - Rev 3:17 NIV You say, ‘I am rich; I 

have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not 
realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.  

2. “We must, out of necessity, be servant to someone, either to God or to sin. The 
man who surrenders to Christ exchanges a cruel slave driver for a kind and 
gentle master whose yoke is easy and whose burden is light.” A W Tozer 
a) The answers do not lie within us. So we look for guidance and direction 

externally. Who will be our king? 
 
13 “Now therefore, here is the king whom you have chosen and whom you have desired. And 
take note, the Lord has set a king over you. 14 If you fear the Lord and serve Him and obey His 
voice, and do not rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then both you and the king who 
reigns over you will continue following the Lord your God. 15 However, if you do not obey the 
voice of the Lord, but rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then the hand of the Lord 
will be against you, as it was against your fathers. 16 “Now therefore, stand and see this great 
thing which the Lord will do before your eyes: 17 Is today not the wheat harvest? I will call to 
the Lord, and He will send thunder and rain, that you may perceive and see that your 
wickedness is great, which you have done in the sight of the Lord, in asking a king for 
yourselves.” 18 So Samuel called to the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day; 
and all the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel. 19 And all the people said to 
Samuel, “Pray for your servants to the Lord your God, that we may not die; for we have added 
to all our sins the evil of asking a king for ourselves.” 20 Then Samuel said to the people, “Do 
not fear. You have done all this wickedness; yet do not turn aside from following the Lord, but 
serve the Lord with all your heart. 21 And do not turn aside; for then you would go after empty 
things which cannot profit or deliver, for they are nothing. 22 For the Lord will not forsake His 
people, for His great name’s sake, because it has pleased the Lord to make you His people. 
23 Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray 
for you; but I will teach you the good and the right way. 24 Only fear the Lord, and serve Him 
in truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you. 25 But if you 
still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your king.” 
 
IV. HOPE REMAINS  

A. God’s grace and faithfulness continues to run through our study of the Old Testament 
1. Israel had failed again – they have turned their back against the Lord – they have 

settled for a lesser king 
2. Is there any hope, any path forward – repentance! Both you and your king – 

serve the Lord  
3. That is the only hope for any political or governmental structure – submit to the 

one true King of heaven and earth – church government, state government, 
national government – we can even bring it home to our families – no matter how 
off track we have gotten, there is always hope if we submit to leadership of Jesus  

B. Is today not the wheat harvest? – dry, arid – not a time for rain 



1. And then, like snow in Phoenix in June, the Lord sent thunder and rain – and the 
people were reminded of the one who controls even the clouds 

2. Regardless of the miraculous things we have experienced, it is easy to forget the 
Lord our God. His holiness and power. Lose a healthy reverence and respect.  
a) That is why we are instructed to set our minds on the things above, 

whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things, 
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit, to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 

C. How often in scripture does God do something that would cause any of us to freak out 
and then He says do not be afraid? 
1. Caught in a storm, appearance of a heavenly being, pressed in by enemies, 

promises of persecution – do not be afraid 
2. It’s only a fearful situation if you are standing on the wrong side of God – the 

nature of our relationship is what matters 
a) A strong army provides a sense of security or dread depending on what 

side of the battlefield you find yourself on 
3. Isaiah 41:10 NIV So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I 

am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand. 
a) Hebrews 13 – I will never leave you nor forsake you.  
b) 1 John 4:18 NIV There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out 

fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is 
not made perfect in love. 

c) There is safety and security under the rule and reign of the one true King 
4. Chapter 14 foreshadows where Saul will place his trust 

 
13:1 Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned two years over Israel, 2 Saul chose for 
himself three thousand men of Israel. Two thousand were with Saul in Michmash and in the 
mountains of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest of 
the people he sent away, every man to his tent. 3 And Jonathan attacked the garrison of the 
Philistines that was in Geba, and the Philistines heard of it. Then Saul blew the trumpet 
throughout all the land, saying, “Let the Hebrews hear!” 4 Now all Israel heard it said that Saul 
had attacked a garrison of the Philistines, and that Israel had also become an abomination to 
the Philistines. And the people were called together to Saul at Gilgal.  
 
V. THINGS TO COME 

A. Saul’s first order of business as Israel’s official king was to put together his own 
personal army 
1. He commanded two divisions and his son commanded one 
2. Jonathan immediately takes action – fulfilling what God had instructed the nation 

of Israel to do in the time of Joshua 
3. It was announced that Saul had attacked the garrison of the Philistines which 

wasn’t entirely accurate 
a) Sign of insecurity – greatly concerned about who gets the credit 

 
5 Then the Philistines gathered together to fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots and six 
thousand horsemen, and people as the sand which is on the seashore in multitude. And they 
came up and encamped in Michmash, to the east of Beth Aven. 6 When the men of Israel saw 
that they were in danger (for the people were distressed), then the people hid in caves, in 
thickets, in rocks, in holes, and in pits. 7 And some of the Hebrews crossed over the Jordan to 



the land of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul, he was still in Gilgal, and all the people followed him 
trembling.  
 

B. Even with a new king – the people of Israel don’t seem very confident  
1. They have what they asked for, but they don’t seem convinced that what they 

asked for could deliver, especially when the odds were not stacked in their favor 
2. They hid in caves, bushes, rocks, holes, and pits – some even ran across the 

Jordan – these were Saul’s soldiers 
a) The ones who were left with Saul followed him trembling 
b) Similar to how Saul started out as king – trembling, hiding in the luggage 

(1) My grandfather would often say we get the leaders we deserve   
3. This is the result of a life spent trusting in lesser gods. There’s no confidence. We 

are quietly lulled into a false sense of security but when opposition hits, we 
realize how powerless those idols really are 
a) No amount of money can save a marriage, our titles do not guarantee a 

full and meaningful life, our good looks don’t promise a life free from 
tragedy and heartache, nothing in this life can give us true safety and 
confidence apart from Jesus 

 
8 Then he waited seven days, according to the time set by Samuel. But Samuel did not come 
to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him. 9 So Saul said, “Bring a burnt offering and 
peace offerings here to me.” And he offered the burnt offering. 10 Now it happened, as soon 
as he had finished presenting the burnt offering, that Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet 
him, that he might greet him. 11 And Samuel said, “What have you done?” Saul said, “When I 
saw that the people were scattered from me, and that you did not come within the days 
appointed, and that the Philistines gathered together at Michmash, 12 then I said, ‘The 
Philistines will now come down on me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to the Lord.’ 
Therefore I felt compelled, and offered a burnt offering.” 13 And Samuel said to Saul, “You 
have done foolishly. You have not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which He 
commanded you. For now the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. 
14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The Lord has sought for Himself a man after His 
own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you 
have not kept what the Lord commanded you.” 15 Then Samuel arose and went up from Gilgal 
to Gibeah of Benjamin. And Saul numbered the people present with him, about six hundred 
men. 
 

C. Saul knew what the Lord had said through Samuel, then he looked at his circumstance, 
and let his circumstances dictate what to do next 
1. He saw things deteriorating quickly – he knew he had to do something or else he 

was going to lose his entire army – so instead of waiting on the Lord, he acted – 
he did what was right in his own eyes 
a) The very thing that led to Israel’s bondage in the first place 

2. In an attempt to bring the people back together, he offered the burnt offerings 
and peace offerings 

D. As soon as he had finished – Samuel showed up 
1. Saul greeted him like there’s nothing wrong – either playing it cool in the face of 

disobedience or he is oblivious to his own rebellion  
2. What have you done? 

a) Same question God asks Eve in Gen 3 – “What is this you have done?” 
b) Same question asked of Cane in Genesis 4 – “What have you done?” 
c) Same question Joshua asks Achan in Joshua 7 “What have you done?” 



d) Pilate poses a similar question in Matt 27 - “What then shall I do with 
Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 

3. Trust God, believe on His name and be saved – the path forward is simple -  
Jesus’ yoke is easy, but submitting to Him – denying ourselves – admitting we 
were wrong – there is a battle that wages in us 

VI. CONCLUSION 
A. Saul loses the kingdom 

1. The only king that can rule over God’s kingdom is a man that is obedient to him 
2. There would many kings after Sauk - none were perfect – until the true King 

arrived – did nothing apart from the Father’s will 
a) Trust doesn’t come easy – internal sinful desires, outward pressure to 

conform, seemingly impossible situations 
B. Can we rest in the simple truth of the gospel of Jesus? 

1. God loves us and has delivered us from sin and death through His Son Jesus 
Christ 

2. We can take His yoke upon us and follow Him – as He leads us, we shall not 
want for anything – drink and not thirst again 

3. Saul made obeying God complicated as we often do – the path forward is simple 
but trusting isn’t easy  
  

  


