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1SAMUEL 
 

Chapter 11 
THE “EYES” HAVE IT 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In our last study of 1 Samuel, we found the new King of Israel (Saul) hiding in among 
the equipment! 

1. The point is this: Saul was not over-joyed at the thought of becoming king. 
a) He was still adjusting! 

2. We also saw the Lord give Saul a new heart and made him a new man – as he 
joined the prophets coming down from the mountain. 
a) I think we all agreed that it is a wonderful thing that the Lord can give us a 

new heart and make a new man or woman out of us, so that we can do 
whatever He sets before us! 

3. And lastly – we saw at the end of chapter 10 – that there were some that were 
not too happy about Saul as their new king! 
a) 1Sa 10:27  But some rebels said, "How can this man save us?" So 

they despised him, and brought him no presents. But he held his 
peace.  
(1) I think it is important to note that even when you are doing your 

best to do what the Lord has asked you to do – it doesn’t mean that 
everyone will be able to see it, and certainly not everyone will agree 
with it. 

 
II. 1SA 11:1-3  (NKJV) THEN NAHASH THE AMMONITE CAME UP AND ENCAMPED 

AGAINST JABESH GILEAD; AND ALL THE MEN OF JABESH SAID TO NAHASH, "MAKE 
A COVENANT WITH US, AND WE WILL SERVE YOU."  (2)  AND NAHASH THE 
AMMONITE ANSWERED THEM, "ON THIS CONDITION I WILL MAKE A COVENANT WITH 
YOU, THAT I MAY PUT OUT ALL YOUR RIGHT EYES, AND BRING REPROACH ON ALL 
ISRAEL."  (3)  THEN THE ELDERS OF JABESH SAID TO HIM, "HOLD OFF FOR SEVEN 
DAYS, THAT WE MAY SEND MESSENGERS TO ALL THE TERRITORY OF ISRAEL. AND 
THEN, IF THERE IS NO ONE TO SAVE US, WE WILL COME OUT TO YOU." 

A. It seems that Israel had re-inhabited the area of Jabesh Gilead and the Ammonites are 
not too happy about it! 

1. They are not strong enough to fight, so they ask for a covenant of peace in 
exchange for a life of servitude. 

2. But that is not good enough for Nahash – he wants the right eye of every man! 
a) Now, keep in mind that being left-handed was an extreme exception. 
b) Soldiers fought with their right hand and held their shields in their left. 
c) With the shield held in the left hand – the left eye was mostly covered by 

the shield. 
d) It was the right eye that the soldier used the most in combat! 

(1) Nahash wanted every man’s right eye to insure they could not rise 
up against him at a later time. 
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(2) Not to mention that it would be a permanent mark of their 

convenant of slavery to the children of Ammon! 
3. Look at their response: 

a) “Give us 7 days to get help – if we can’t – we will do as you have asked!” 
(1) It MUST be concluded that they felt they had no other choices – 

because this is a heavy price to pay for peace! 
 
III. 1SA 11:4-8 (NKJV) SO THE MESSENGERS CAME TO GIBEAH OF SAUL AND TOLD THE 

NEWS IN THE HEARING OF THE PEOPLE. AND ALL THE PEOPLE LIFTED UP THEIR 
VOICES AND WEPT.  (5)  NOW THERE WAS SAUL, COMING BEHIND THE HERD FROM 
THE FIELD; AND SAUL SAID, "WHAT TROUBLES THE PEOPLE, THAT THEY WEEP?" 
AND THEY TOLD HIM THE WORDS OF THE MEN OF JABESH.  (6)  THEN THE SPIRIT OF 
GOD CAME UPON SAUL WHEN HE HEARD THIS NEWS, AND HIS ANGER WAS 
GREATLY AROUSED.  (7)  SO HE TOOK A YOKE OF OXEN AND CUT THEM IN PIECES, 
AND SENT THEM THROUGHOUT ALL THE TERRITORY OF ISRAEL BY THE HANDS OF 
MESSENGERS, SAYING, "WHOEVER DOES NOT GO OUT WITH SAUL AND SAMUEL TO 
BATTLE, SO IT SHALL BE DONE TO HIS OXEN." AND THE FEAR OF THE LORD FELL 
ON THE PEOPLE, AND THEY CAME OUT WITH ONE CONSENT.  (8)  WHEN HE 
NUMBERED THEM IN BEZEK, THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WERE THREE HUNDRED 
THOUSAND, AND THE MEN OF JUDAH THIRTY THOUSAND. 

A. Did you notice that Saul is still ranching?  He had not stepped into his kingly role yet – 
he is with his herds! 

1. But because he had been chosen and because the Lord had called him: that 
“new heart” that he had been given - could not sit still and see his people suffer! 
a) He takes a yoke of oxen and cuts them into pieces and tells the 

messengers to tell all of Israel that if they DO NOT rise up together for this 
war that the same thing will happen to all of their oxen. 
(1) Our culture might not understand the full impact of this, but to a 

farming/ranching society – the oxen represented their very 
existence.  The oxen were their source of power and strength! 

2. Did you notice also that he throws Samuel’s name around a bit? 
a) Saul is not yet really “established”, but Samuel is! 
b) The people might not even know if Saul could pull all of this off, but they 

know that Samuel can! 
(1) It accomplished its intended purpose – 330 thousand men show up 

– ready to do battle! 
 

B. Now, I can’t help but notice a few things in these first 8 verses:  Let me first ask a few 
questions. 

1. Why did the people have to be “threatened” before they responded as the Lord 
wanted them to? 

2. Why did it take such a strong “slap in the face” to get their attention? 
3. What would you think of someone today (a pastor, elder, deacon, evangelist, a 

radio preacher or TV preacher or anyone else for that matter) who used this kind 
of “method” to motivate people? 

4. So, let me ask you the last question: Do you think Saul was “in the will of God” 
for doing this or “out of the will of God” for doing this? 
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C. Now – let’s look at the facts to answer at least some of those questions: 

1. Why did the people have to be “threatened” before they responded as the Lord 
wanted them to?  And why did it take such a strong “slap in the face” to get their 
attention? 
a) ANSWER: Sin and self is a powerful duo! 
b) Mar 14:33-42 (NKJV)   And He took Peter, James, and John with Him, 

and He began to be troubled and deeply distressed.  (34)  Then He 
said to them, "My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay 
here and watch."  (35)  He went a little farther, and fell on the ground, 
and prayed that if it were possible, the hour might pass from Him.  
(36)  And He said, "Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take 
this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You 
will."  (37)  Then He came and found them sleeping, and said to 
Peter, "Simon, are you sleeping? Could you not watch one hour?  
(38)  Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed 
is willing, but the flesh is weak."  (39)  Again He went away and 
prayed, and spoke the same words.  (40)  And when He returned, He 
found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy; and they did not 
know what to answer Him.  (41)  Then He came the third time and 
said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? It is enough! The 
hour has come; behold, the Son of Man is being betrayed into the 
hands of sinners.  (42)  Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at 
hand." 
(1) They were too busy doing their own thing, to be bothered with the 

troubles of their brothers! 
(2) All of the resources and the numbers were in place to defeat these 

guys, they just needed to care. 
2. Was Saul in the will of God or out of the will of God for using such a method to 

motivate the people? 
a) 1Sa 11:6-7 (NKJV) Then the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he 

heard this news, and his anger was greatly aroused. (7)  So he took a 
yoke of oxen and cut them in pieces, and sent them throughout all 
the territory of Israel by the hands of messengers, saying, "Whoever 
does not go out with Saul and Samuel to battle, so it shall be done to 
his oxen." And the fear of the LORD fell on the people, and they 
came out with one consent. 

b) We also know that Joshua told the children of Israel to drive them ALL out 
of the land! 

c) I think we need to be careful as New Testament Christians, not to take all 
the “backbone” out of our faith! 
(1) Children often think that parents are mean or cruel if they raise their 

voice or have to discipline them. 
(2) We must be careful not to do the same thing with the Lord, or to 

think it couldn’t possibly be the Lord’s will or Him speaking if it 
doesn’t fit our “mold” of HOW we think the Lord would speak to us. 
(a) Remember Jesus was very non-aggressive when it came to 

defending Himself – but he got down-right physical when it 
came to clearing the temple and calling Peter “satan”! 

(b) As a Christian – it is OK to have a backbone and stand up 
for what is right. 
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(i) Look at the result of Saul’s “methods”. 

 
IV. CONCLUSION 

A. 1Sa 11:9-15 (NKJV) And they said to the messengers who came, "Thus you shall 
say to the men of Jabesh Gilead: 'Tomorrow, by the time the sun is hot, you shall 
have help.' " Then the messengers came and reported it to the men of Jabesh, 
and they were glad.  (10)  Therefore the men of Jabesh said, "Tomorrow we will 
come out to you, and you may do with us whatever seems good to you."  (11)  So 
it was, on the next day, that Saul put the people in three companies; and they 
came into the midst of the camp in the morning watch, and killed Ammonites until 
the heat of the day. And it happened that those who survived were scattered, so 
that no two of them were left together.  (12)  Then the people said to Samuel, 
"Who is he who said, 'Shall Saul reign over us?' Bring the men, that we may put 
them to death."  (13)  But Saul said, "Not a man shall be put to death this day, for 
today the LORD has accomplished salvation in Israel."  (14)  Then Samuel said to 
the people, "Come, let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom there."  (15)  So all 
the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king before the LORD in 
Gilgal. There they made sacrifices of peace offerings before the LORD, and there 
Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly. 

1. 10 ..the messengers came and reported it to the men of Jabesh, and they 
were glad.. 
a) I would imagine they would be!  To know that they had not been forsaken: 

to know that they were not in it all by themselves: to know that tomorrow 
they would still have their sight! 

b) Folks, as Christians – we need to look out for each other!  We need to 
know that we are not in this by ourselves.  We need to know that when the 
enemy threatens to take away our “sight” and make us his slaves, others 
will rise up and come to our defense! 

2. Was their freedom “costly”? Without a doubt – some lost their lives in this battle. 
a) So, for some – it cost everything. 
b) Freedom is like that.  Some pay the ultimate price for the freedom of 

others, but if no one is willing to pay that price – freedom will cease to 
exist for all. 

c) May we always be willing to “throw our hat in the ring” and be there for 
others! 

 
B. And lastly: did you notice that Saul could have had the heads of those who had 

previously opposed him, but he did not take that opportunity? 

1. So, on the one side we see Saul actively aggressive and on the other amazingly 
gracious! 
a) May we know the difference and know when to do what! 

2. At this point in Saul’s career – he shines! 


