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1SAMUEL 
 

WHERE IS THE GLORY? 
1 SAMUEL 4 

 
I. INTRODUCTION – HOW MUCH DO WE VALUE GOD’S WORD 

A. Chapter 3 begins with the statement “And the word of the Lord was rare in those days; 
there was no widespread revelation” 

1. And it ends with this “Then the Lord appeared again in Shiloh. For the Lord 
revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord.” 

2. Why? The answer appears just a few verses before it. So Samuel grew, and the 
Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground 
a) The Word of God was sacred to Samuel. He treasured it. He lived by it.  
b) Paul writes in Romans 10 - faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 

word of God. Hearing – listening carefully ready to respond 
c) Jesus said “my sheep hear my voice and they know me and they follow 

me” 
B. Something Samuel carries throughout His entire life – 1 Sam 15 God instructs King Saul 

through His prophet Samuel to destroy the nation of Amalek and all that they have  

1. Saul spares King Agag and the best of the sheep, and oxen, and all that was 
good 

2. When Samuel returns, Saul has the nerve to say “Blessed are you of the Lord! I 
have performed the commandment of the Lord.” 

3. Samuel replies “Oh yeah? Explain the sounds of a petting zoo?” 
a) As Saul tries to justify His disobedience, Samuel tells him to shut his 

mouth.  
4. Listen to their exchange is 1 Samuel 15:19 Why then did you not obey the 

voice of the Lord? Why did you swoop down on the spoil, and do evil in the 
sight of the Lord?” 20 And Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed the 
voice of the Lord, and gone on the mission on which the Lord sent me, and 
brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 
21 But the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the 
things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the Lord 
your God in Gilgal.” 22 So Samuel said: “Has the Lord as great delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, 
to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 23 For 
rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has 
rejected you from being king.” 

5. 1 Sam 15:32 Then Samuel said, “Bring Agag king of the Amalekites here to 
me.” So Agag came to him cautiously. And Agag said, “Surely the 
bitterness of death is past.” 33 But Samuel said, “As your sword has made 
women childless, so shall your mother be childless among women.” And 
Samuel hacked Agag in pieces before the Lord in Gilgal. 

 



C. That is the difference between Eli and Samuel. 

1. The Lord spoke to Eli, Eli heard Him, but he did not respond. He allowed the 
words of the Lord to fall to the ground 

2. Samuel – even when pressed into a difficult situation at a young age – treasures 
God’s word 

 
1 Samuel 4:1a And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. 
 

D. What was the word?  

1. Chapter 2 “And the child Samuel grew in stature, and in favor both with the Lord 
and men.” 

2. Chapter 3 “And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel had 
been established as a prophet of the Lord.” 
a) A different kind of prophet and priest – a light in the darkness  

 
1 Sam 4:1b Now Israel went out to battle against the Philistines, and encamped beside 
Ebenezer; and the Philistines encamped in Aphek. 2 Then the Philistines put themselves in 
battle array against Israel. And when they joined battle, Israel was defeated by the Philistines, 
who killed about four thousand men of the army in the field. 3 And when the people had come 
into the camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why has the Lord defeated us today before the 
Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord from Shiloh to us, that when it 
comes among us it may save us from the hand of our enemies.” 
 
II.  A PEOPLE WITHOUT DIRECTION 

A. In the same sentence we learn the word of Samuel came to all Israel and Israel went 
out to battle against the Philistines 

1. Israel now has a man of God who hears directly from God and there is no 
mention of them consulting Samuel before they go out to battle 

2. “They did whatever was right in their own eyes” – even though they have access 
to God – someone who hears directly from God – they still operate as if God is 
silent  
a) Paul was constantly reminding new believers that their old self was 

crucified with Christ and that they we no longer slaves to sin 
b) Col 3 he says “don’t lie to one another, since you have laid aside the old 

self with its evil practices” 
3. We have been given access to God through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the 

Spirit of God lives within us, we have the revelation of God through the word – 
now we are learning to walk in that newness of life  
a) We don’t always take advantage of that relationship – we fall back on our 

own wisdom and understanding forgetting about our relationship with the 
God of the universe who is also our Father 

b) Christian maturity and growth is learning to walk in that new nature – 
treasuring the gift that we have been given – we can hear and know the 
will of God  

B. Too many see God’s direction as a burden, a weight to be carried, a barrier to personal 
happiness 

 



1. 1 John 5:2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God and keep His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we 
keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 
4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 
that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the 
world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
a) In fact, not only is God’s direction not a burden, it is quite the opposite - 

Matt 11:28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I 
am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 

b) Yoke – Rabbi’s teachings – their worldview – it was believed the more 
difficult, the more strenuous, the more important – but Jesus’ explains His 
teachings are easy and His burden is light  

C. The Israelites neglect this newfound connection with God, and by God’s grace they are 
defeated by the Philistines  

1. There’s nothing quite as a dangerous as synthetic success – something that 
makes it appear like you are on the right track when in fact you are not  
a) Church growth, financial success, the praise of people – the true sign of 

success is whether God is pleased – who cares if we gain the whole world 
a lose our soul  

2. It is by God’s grace that the futile plans of man crumble to the ground – how do 
we know if we have built our homes on the sand unless the storm comes and 
knocks it down? 
a) It would be a tragedy to get to the end of our lives and find out everything 

we have poured ourselves into was meaningless  
D. Thankfully God gets Israel’s attention and they ask the right question - “Why has the 

Lord defeated us today before the Philistines? 

1. Instead of asking Samuel, they answer their own question with worldly wisdom 
and human logic 

2. It was the practice of pagan nations to bring their gods into battle with them – 
their gods would grant them power to defeat their enemies – it was believed the 
more powerful of the gods would have victory  

3. Israel had a storied past of victories when they first entered the Canaan – one 
victory after another against armies that were mightier than them – they defeated 
once great city by marching around its walls, blowing trumpets, and yelling  
a) Somehow, they had disconnected the power of God from their obedience 

to God  
b) They thought they could ignore God, ignore His direction, and yet still 

experience His blessing  
4. Here’s their grand plan – let’s bring the ark into battle with us. That is what we’re 

missing 
a) When we are disconnected from God, when we neglect our relationship 

with Him, we rely on worldly methods to solve Spiritual problems. 
b) And as Paul said to the church in Galatia, “Oh foolish Galatians, having 

begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?” or “Oh 
foolish Galatians, After starting your new lives in the Spirit, why are you 
now trying to become perfect by your own human effort?” 

 



1 Sam 4:5 And when the ark of the covenant of the Lord came into the camp, all Israel shouted 
so loudly that the earth shook. 6 Now when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, they 
said, “What does the sound of this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews mean?” Then they 
understood that the ark of the Lord had come into the camp. 7 So the Philistines were afraid, 
for they said, “God has come into the camp!” And they said, “Woe to us! For such a thing has 
never happened before. 8 Woe to us! Who will deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? 
These are the gods who struck the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. 9 Be 
strong and conduct yourselves like men, you Philistines, that you do not become servants of 
the Hebrews, as they have been to you. Conduct yourselves like men, and fight!” 10 So the 
Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and every man fled to his tent. There was a very 
great slaughter, and there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot soldiers. 11 Also the ark of God 
was captured; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died. 
 
III. WORLDLY MEANS AND WORLDLY ENDS 

A. Worldly means lead to worldly ends 

1. God exposes their misplaced trust – Their defeat was a symptom, consequence 
of self-reliance 

2. Israel is embarrassed - witness tarnished - what message does that send the 
world? How far had they fallen from their purpose, to be a witness and a blessing 
to other nations? 

B. God will still make His power and authority known to the Philistines, but He was inviting 
Israel to come and be a part of that work 

1. God doesn’t need Israel – but the story of scripture is God inviting His creation 
into His work  

2. He doesn’t need us, but in an astounding act of grace and humility, He partners 
with us  
a) Adam and Eve, given dominion over the animals, - the prophets carrying 

the message of the Lord – the priests interceding on behalf of the people - 
the Apostles, feeding the 5,000, rolling away the stone to Lazarus’ tomb, 
carrying the life transforming message of the gospel  

b) That is the story of scripture – God inviting us into His work 
3. Effective ministry is doing things God’s way, in His timing, through His power – 

He initiates, we respond, and we depend on His power to do the work 
a) We must make a great difference between God's Word and the word of 

man. A man's word is a little sound, that flies into the air, and soon 
vanishes; but the Word of God is greater than heaven and earth, yea, 
greater than death and hell, for it forms part of the power of God, and 
endures everlastingly. – Martin Luther 

C. What is God’s way? What does God want me to do? There’s no Amalekites to defeat, 
no more Philistines. What is God’s way??  

1. Jesus said “I am the way and the truth and the life.” 
2. Jesus is more than His teachings, more than eternal life, He is our example of 

how to live – the way to live  
 



a) One author writes this about the way of Jesus – “We read the stories of 
Jesus—his joy, his resolute peace through uncertainty, his unanxious 
presence, his relaxed manner and how in the moment he was—and think, 
I want that life. We hear his open invite to “life…to the full” and think, Sign 
me up. We hear about his easy yoke and soul-deep rest and think, Gosh, 
yes, heck yes. I need that. But then we’re not willing to adopt his lifestyle. 

b) “If you want to experience the life “to the full” of Jesus, his nonstop, 
conscious enjoyment of God’s presence and world, all you have to do is 
adopt not only his theology and ethics but also his lifestyle. Just follow his 
way.” 

3. What is God’s will for us? Look to Jesus. He is our example; He is our way.  
 
1 Sam 4:12 Then a man of Benjamin ran from the battle line the same day, and came to Shiloh 
with his clothes torn and dirt on his head. 13 Now when he came, there was Eli, sitting on a 
seat by the wayside watching, for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when the man 
came into the city and told it, all the city cried out. 14 When Eli heard the noise of the outcry, 
he said, “What does the sound of this tumult mean?” And the man came quickly and told Eli. 
15 Eli was ninety-eight years old, and his eyes were so dim that he could not see. 16 Then the 
man said to Eli, “I am he who came from the battle. And I fled today from the battle line.” And 
he said, “What happened, my son?” 17 So the messenger answered and said, “Israel has fled 
before the Philistines, and there has been a great slaughter among the people. Also your two 
sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead; and the ark of God has been captured.” 18 Then it 
happened, when he made mention of the ark of God, that Eli fell off the seat backward by the 
side of the gate; and his neck was broken and he died, for the man was old and heavy. And he 
had judged Israel forty years. 
 
IV. THE DEATH OF ELI AND HIS SONS 

A. His heart trembled – there was no confidence in what was being done because Eli knew 
this was a man made, man empowered plan 

1. Eli heard the compounding bad news – Israel has fled the battle, there has been 
a great slaughter among the people, your two sons are dead, and the Philistines 
have the ark 

2. Eli falls out of his chair, off the wall, and breaks his neck  
3. The author finds it necessary to tell us that he was old and heavy – we are 

reminded of the sin of his sons who send servants with forks to steal the 
sacrifices of the people  
a) We don’t know Eli’s roll in all of this, but he was obviously well fed 

 
1 Sam 4:19 Now his daughter-in-law, Phinehas’ wife, was with child, due to be delivered; and 
when she heard the news that the ark of God was captured, and that her father-in-law and her 
husband were dead, she bowed herself and gave birth, for her labor pains came upon her. 
20 And about the time of her death the women who stood by her said to her, “Do not fear, for 
you have borne a son.” But she did not answer, nor did she regard it. 21 Then she named the 
child Ichabod, saying, “The glory has departed from Israel!” because the ark of God had been 
captured and because of her father-in-law and her husband. 22 And she said, “The glory has 
departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.” 
 



B. Eli’s daughter-in-law is so bereaved by the news that it sends here into labor  

1. The maidservants see that she is in trouble – they give her the good news of the 
birth of a son 

2. She isn’t moved by it – “call him Ichabod – “where is the glory? The glory is 
gone.” 
a) This is utter hopelessness – what a life 
b) Married to a priest, father-in-law and brother-in-law are priests – all she 

has seen is hypocrisy  
(1) Husband was used his position to be unfaithful to her – to regularly 

betray her  
(2) And everyone knew it – that was her life – and now it comes to a 

bitter end 
c) The question – where was God in all of this? 

C. A question that often gets asked when everything crumbles around us 

1. Listen to what God says to the prophet Jeremiah – ultimately Israel’s 
unfaithfulness will lead them back into Babylonian bondage  

2. Jeremiah 29:10 NIV This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are 
completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to 
bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to 
me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek 
me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and 
will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and 
places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you 
back to the place from which I carried you into exile.” 
a) The message of the gospel is one of God’s faithfulness even when we are 

not faithful – there is still a future and hope regardless of where we find 
ourselves  

b) That future is directly tied to how we view the words of Jesus and the way 
of Jesus 


