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Chapter 03 
WHEN GOD SPEAKS 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Psalm one says, Psa 1:1-6 NKJV  Blessed is the man   Who walks not in the 
counsel of the ungodly,    Nor stands in the path of sinners,    Nor sits in the seat 
of the scornful;  (2)  But his delight is in the law of the LORD,   And in His law he 
meditates day and night.  (3)  He shall be like a tree   Planted by the rivers of 
water,    That brings forth its fruit in its season,    Whose leaf also shall not wither;    
And whatever he does shall prosper.  (4)  The ungodly are not so,   But are like 
the chaff which the wind drives away.  (5)  Therefore the ungodly shall not stand 
in the judgment,   Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.  (6)  For the 
LORD knows the way of the righteous,   But the way of the ungodly shall perish. 

1. Samuel – even at a very young age – had this figured out.  Unfortunately Eli’s 
sons – had not! 

2. As a result – God’s blessing is upon Samuel and we will see the Lord establish 
him as HIS man – HIS anointed and HIS prophet! 

 
II. 1SA 3:1 NKJV  NOW THE BOY SAMUEL MINISTERED TO THE LORD BEFORE ELI. AND 

THE WORD OF THE LORD WAS RARE IN THOSE DAYS; THERE WAS NO WIDESPREAD 
REVELATION. 

A. This is one of those places where I really like the King James: 1Sa 3:1  And the child 
Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was 
precious in those days; there was no open vision.  

1. You often hear of certain diamonds, emerald or pearls referred to as “precious 
stones” or gold and silver referred to as “precious metals”.   
a) They are “precious” because they are RARE! 

2. The word of the LORD was rare in those days because it was hard to come by! 
a) Hannah, Samuel’s mom’s “song” contained the only prophecy mention 

since the time of Deborah! 
b) If you have a priest that is not strong enough to handle his own children 

and his corrupted boys are officiating in the temple – there is not much to 
say that has not already been said. 
(1) And at this time - the Lord chose not use these vessels of dishonor 

to communicate his love and truth to His people – so his word was 
rare – it was precious.   
(a) It certainly makes you wander about the time in which we 

live doesn’t it: and the scarcity of God’s word? 
(2) The Lord needed a man after His own heart!  He needed man that 

would do His bidding and say what He wanted him to say. 
(a) Oh, by-the-way, according to Josephus, What is about to 

happen to Samuel – happened when he was about 12 years 
old! 
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III. 1SA 3:2-7 NKJV  AND IT CAME TO PASS AT THAT TIME, WHILE ELI WAS LYING DOWN 

IN HIS PLACE, AND WHEN HIS EYES HAD BEGUN TO GROW SO DIM THAT HE COULD 
NOT SEE,  (3)  AND BEFORE THE LAMP OF GOD WENT OUT IN THE TABERNACLE OF 
THE LORD WHERE THE ARK OF GOD WAS, AND WHILE SAMUEL WAS LYING DOWN,  
(4)  THAT THE LORD CALLED SAMUEL. AND HE ANSWERED, “HERE I AM!”  (5)  SO HE 
RAN TO ELI AND SAID, “HERE I AM, FOR YOU CALLED ME.” AND HE SAID, “I DID NOT 
CALL; LIE DOWN AGAIN.” AND HE WENT AND LAY DOWN.  (6)  THEN THE LORD 
CALLED YET AGAIN, “SAMUEL!”  SO SAMUEL AROSE AND WENT TO ELI, AND SAID, 
“HERE I AM, FOR YOU CALLED ME.” HE ANSWERED, “I DID NOT CALL, MY SON; LIE 
DOWN AGAIN.”  (7)  (NOW SAMUEL DID NOT YET KNOW THE LORD, NOR WAS THE 
WORD OF THE LORD YET REVEALED TO HIM.) 

A. I find it interesting that young Samuel can “know” the Lord and yet not “know” the Lord! 

1. Obviously he has a love and knowledge of the Lord and a deep understanding of 
the things of the Lord and the tabernacle! 
a) Yet, there is so much of the Lord that he does not yet understand. 
b) He has NEVER had the Lord speak to him audibly before!  Most of Israel 

had not. 
c) The Lord is about to take him to a whole new level of understanding of 

who HE is. 
(1) It is interesting to note that this same word is used in Gen 3:7  Then 

the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves coverings. 

(2) Adam and Eve knew what the word “naked” meant, but since had 
not yet sinned they did not really “know” the real meaning or 
implications! 
(a) Gen 3:4-7 NKJV Then the serpent said to the woman, 

“You will not surely die. (5)  For God knows that in the 
day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil.”  (6)  So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her 
husband with her, and he ate. (7)  Then the eyes of both 
of them were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves coverings.   

(b) Samuel “knew” the Lord, but he is about to “know” Him in a 
whole new, wonderful way! 

 
IV. 1SA 3:8 NKJV  AND THE LORD CALLED SAMUEL AGAIN THE THIRD TIME. SO HE 

AROSE AND WENT TO ELI, AND SAID, “HERE I AM, FOR YOU DID CALL ME.”  THEN 
ELI PERCEIVED THAT THE LORD HAD CALLED THE BOY. 

A. Have you ever played the game of saying something and placing the emphasis on the 
wrong “syll-A’-ble”? 

1. It is too bad that we cannot truly know HOW Samuel said this. Perhaps it was like 
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this: 
a) “Here I am, for YOU did call me.”   
b) Or “Here I am, for you DID call me.”  
c) Or perhaps it was “HERE I AM, for you did call me.” 

(1) One thing we can be sure of – this is the 3rd time and Samuel is 
absolutely sure that his name is being called, and at this point – he 
is SURE it is Eli that is doing the calling! 
(a) Eli finally wakes up enough to understand what is going on 

and instructs Samuel accordingly. 
 
V. 1SA 3:9-15 NKJV  THEREFORE ELI SAID TO SAMUEL, “GO, LIE DOWN; AND IT SHALL 

BE, IF HE CALLS YOU, THAT YOU MUST SAY, ‘SPEAK, LORD, FOR YOUR SERVANT 
HEARS.’” SO SAMUEL WENT AND LAY DOWN IN HIS PLACE.  (10)  NOW THE LORD 
CAME AND STOOD AND CALLED AS AT OTHER TIMES, “SAMUEL! SAMUEL!”  AND 
SAMUEL ANSWERED, “SPEAK, FOR YOUR SERVANT HEARS.”  (11)  THEN THE LORD 
SAID TO SAMUEL: “BEHOLD, I WILL DO SOMETHING IN ISRAEL AT WHICH BOTH 
EARS OF EVERYONE WHO HEARS IT WILL TINGLE.  (12)  IN THAT DAY I WILL 
PERFORM AGAINST ELI ALL THAT I HAVE SPOKEN CONCERNING HIS HOUSE, FROM 
BEGINNING TO END.  (13)  FOR I HAVE TOLD HIM THAT I WILL JUDGE HIS HOUSE 
FOREVER FOR THE INIQUITY WHICH HE KNOWS, BECAUSE HIS SONS MADE 
THEMSELVES VILE, AND HE DID NOT RESTRAIN THEM.  (14)  AND THEREFORE I HAVE 
SWORN TO THE HOUSE OF ELI THAT THE INIQUITY OF ELI’S HOUSE SHALL NOT BE 
ATONED FOR BY SACRIFICE OR OFFERING FOREVER.”  (15)  SO SAMUEL LAY DOWN 
UNTIL MORNING, AND OPENED THE DOORS OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD. AND 
SAMUEL WAS AFRAID TO TELL ELI THE VISION. 

A. When God begins to speak the man or woman of God – they cannot pick and choose 
what they like and what they do not! 

1. This is the first time Samuel has ever heard from the Lord like this and look at the 
message that has been given to him – God is going to fulfill his word against Eli 
and his sons! 
a) Please notice what the Lord said about Eli: (13)  For I have told him that 

I will judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knows. 
(1) Guess which Hebrew word that is?  You got it!  The same one we 

have been talking about.  Eli knew it was sin and did noting about it. 
(a) Jam 4:17  Therefore, to him who knows to do good and 

does not do it, to him it is sin.   
b) Can you imagine how heavy this must have been upon the heart of this 12 

year old boy? 
c) Notice verse (15)  So Samuel lay down until morning, and opened the 

doors of the house of the LORD. And Samuel was afraid to tell Eli the 
vision. 
(1) There is no mention of sleep! 
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VI. CONCLUSION 

A. 1Sa 3:16-18 NKJV  Then Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son!”  He 
answered, “Here I am.”  (17)  And he said, “What is the word that the LORD spoke 
to you? Please do not hide it from me. God do so to you, and more also, if you 
hide anything from me of all the things that He said to you.”  (18)  Then Samuel 
told him everything, and hid nothing from him. And he said, “It is the LORD. Let 
Him do what seems good to Him.” 

1. My mom use to have this saying regarding something that was too late.  She 
would say it was “like closing the barn door after the horse was already gone!” 

2. We have heard it said as, “too little too late”. 
a) However you want to put it, Eli – however noble his acceptance of God’s 

will is – could have prevented this by simply honoring the Lord when it 
came to his 2 sons. 
(1) We mustn’t make the wrong choice when it comes to serving the 

Lord or serving our children and or grandchildren. 
(a) I don’t think it has to be one or the other. 
(b) Our children and our grandchildren should be a part of our 

serving the Lord. 
(i) They need to be taught what faithfulness and 

commitment to the Lord looks like. 
(2) This kind of breaks your heart because Eli could have been any 

one of us! 
(3) The desire to be loved and accepted by your children is a pretty 

“normal” desire and high on most of our “desire” list! 
(a) But, sometimes it might not be possible. 

(i) I will make one comment here and I will leave this 
alone:  How sad that Eli’s sons would put him in that 
spot. 

(ii) To make him choose between them and the Lord. 
 

B. 1Sa 3:19-21 NKJV  So Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let none of 
his words fall to the ground.  (20)  And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that 
Samuel had been established as a prophet of the LORD.  (21)  Then the LORD 
appeared again in Shiloh. For the LORD revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by 
the word of the LORD. 

1. What an incredible thing to have “none of your words fall to the ground!” 
a) How many of us here today feel like not one listens to a word you say? 

(1) Can you imagine the responsibility of virtually every word you say 
coming true?  

(2) That those words were so anointed of the Lord that it changed 
lives! 

 
 


