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1SAMUEL 
 

WORTHLESS MEN AND WORTHLESS WORDS 
1 SAMUEL 2:12-36 

  
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In our last study we met a desperate woman named Hannah  

1. She was married, along with another woman Peninnah, to the same man, 
Elkanah 

2. Hannah had been unable to provide Elkanah with any children, something that 
Peninnah seemed to remind her of daily 
a) Elkanah’s obvious favoritism towards Hannah only exasperated the 

situation  
3. Every year this family would make their way to the tabernacle and make an 

offering  
B. One year in particular, Hannah prayed to the Lord from the depths of her anguish, 

promising to give back to the Lord what was already His 

1. She prayed so fervently only her lips moved, no sound came out 
2. Eli, the high priest at the time, saw what was taking place and assumed this 

woman was drunk and condemned her for her intoxication 
3. Hannah answered him and said she was not full of wine but full of grief. 

C. The Lord answered her prayer 

1. He gave her a son and she named him Samuel – the Lord hears  
2. After she had weaned the child, she took him to the tabernacle and presented 

him to Eli 
3. In our study last week, we were introduced to Eli’s sons also – Hophni and 

Phinehas, but we were introduced to them in name only 
a) Now we learn a little bit more about them 

 
1 Sam 2:12 Now the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not know the Lord. 
 
II.  SONS OF BELIAL 

A. Same word used by Hannah when Eli mistook her from drunk woman 

1. “Do not consider your maidservant a wicked woman” 
a) Literally translates to “a daughter of Belial”  
b) Belial - evil, wicked, or worthless – a word that became the personification 

of the devil himself 
c) Son of Eli were “sons of Belial”  

2. The irony that the author points out is that Eli thought Hannah was “a daughter of 
wickedness” when in fact it was his own sons who were wicked 

 



B. What’s even more ironic is that we have priests operating in the tabernacle who did not 
know the Lord 

1. That didn’t mean they hadn’t heard of the Lord or didn’t know His law 
2. They didn’t care about the things of the Lord – they weren’t concerned about His 

ways 
a) Similar to what Pharaoh said in Exo 5:1 Afterward Moses and Aaron 

went in and told Pharaoh, “Thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘Let My 
people go, that they may hold a feast to Me in the wilderness.’ ” 
2 And Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice to 
let Israel go? I do not know the Lord, nor will I let Israel go.” 

b) That isn’t the only quality these worthless men share with Pharaoh  
 
1 Sam 2:13 And the priests’ custom with the people was that when any man offered a 
sacrifice, the priest’s servant would come with a three-pronged fleshhook in his hand while 
the meat was boiling. 14 Then he would thrust it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; and 
the priest would take for himself all that the fleshhook brought up. So they did in Shiloh to all 
the Israelites who came there. 15 Also, before they burned the fat, the priest’s servant would 
come and say to the man who sacrificed, “Give meat for roasting to the priest, for he will not 
take boiled meat from you, but raw.” 16 And if the man said to him, “They should really burn 
the fat first; then you may take as much as your heart desires,” he would then answer him, 
“No, but you must give it now; and if not, I will take it by force. 17 Therefore the sin of the 
young men was very great before the Lord, for men abhorred the offering of the Lord. 
 
III. WORTHLESS MEN AND THEIR WORTHLESS WAYS 

A. Despite the condition of the nation Israel the sacrifices persisted  

1. There was knowledge of God’s instructions surrounding the sacrifice, including 
the burning of the fat  

2. The priests were entitled to certain parts of the sacrifice – Leviticus – the breast 
and the thigh  

3. That wasn’t enough for these men – they used their position to take what they 
wanted 
a) They were two cowardly to take it themselves, as men in these positions 

usually are, so they made their servant do it 
b) They sent their servant in with a fork, and if the people put up a fight, then 

he would take it by force  
c) Who would put up a fight? Those who were serious about obeying God’s 

law 
d) Who would say “You should really burn the fat first?” Those who read Lev 

17 “the priest shall burn the fat on the altar and it will be a sweet smelling 
aroma to the Lord” and they believed that  

B. That is what happens when you have individuals who don’t know the Lord occupying 
religious positions  

1. Instead of directing people to God, they make it difficult to come to Him – they 
stand in the way 

2. “Men abhorred the offering of the Lord” – example of dreading going to church 
because of what was taking place there 

 



a) This self-serving, self-promoting, godless ministry continued into the time 
of Jesus 

b) The Pharisees’ may have not been as blatant with their selfish motives, 
but they were still disconnected from the will of God 

c) Matt 15:10 When He had called the multitude to Himself, He said to 
them, “Hear and understand: 11 Not what goes into the mouth defiles 
a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.” 
12 Then His disciples came and said to Him, “Do You know that the 
Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?” 13 But He 
answered and said, “Every plant which My heavenly Father has not 
planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone. They are blind leaders of 
the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch.” 

d) Matt 23: 13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go 
in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. 
14 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour 
widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore 
you will receive greater condemnation. 15 “Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one 
proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son 
of hell as yourselves. 16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who 
say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but whoever 
swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to perform it.’ 
17 Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple 
that sanctifies the gold? 

C. Hophni and Phinehas were the forefathers of the blind guides who were prevalent in 
Jesus’ time and are widespread today 

1. Feigning a connection with God and a concern for fellow man but only concerned 
with filling their own pockets and bellies 

2. They were hirelings, not shepherds – how can you shepherd like Jesus when you 
don’t know Jesus? 

D. Israel had the spiritual leaders they deserved 

1. What was taking place in the tabernacle reflected what was happening on a 
national level  

2. God was a token, a lucky charm – pull Him out when you need something and 
then hide Him away when you’re done with Him 
a) No different than the way the pagan nations treated their gods – appease 

them to get what they want from them  
b) Spiritual superstition is not the same as a relationship with the living God 

3. In the midst of Israel’s spiritual darkness and depravity verse 18 reads …but 
Samuel  

 
1 Sam 2:18 But Samuel ministered before the Lord, even as a child, wearing a linen ephod. 
19 Moreover his mother used to make him a little robe, and bring it to him year by year when 
she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 And Eli would bless Elkanah 
and his wife, and say, “The Lord give you descendants from this woman for the loan that was 
given to the Lord.” Then they would go to their own home. 21 And the Lord visited Hannah, so 
that she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile the child Samuel grew 
before the Lord. 
 



IV. HOPE IN THE DARKNESS 

A. In the darkest moments of Israel’s history, God always sends a ray of light into the 
darkness, a seed of hope for the hopeless 

1. See this throughout the Old Testament culminating in the person of Jesus Christ 
2. Samuel is presented here for a moment in contrast to the wickedness of Hophni 

and Phinehas 
a) No matter how dark the world gets, God always sends a ray of hope – a 

light in the darkness, whether it is Samuel sent into the midst of religious 
corruption, or another son described by Isaiah in Isaiah 9 – For to us a 
child is born, to us a son is given – that son is the light of the world, 
whoever follows Him does not walk in darkness but has the light of life.   

b) In these last days, we are the light – Matthew 5 Jesus says “You are the 
light of the world. A city set on a hill. Put it on a stand for all to see” 

c) 2 Cor 6:14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. 
For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And 
what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has 
Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 
16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? 
For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will 
dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they 
shall be My people.” 
(1) Do we simply blend in with the darkness or do we stand out? 

B. She bore three sons and two daughters 

1. It’s been said that God is a debtor to no man 
2. The Beatitudes are a perfect example of this – Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

those who mourn, the meek, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness – 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven, they shall be comforted, they shall inherit the 
earth, they shall be filled 

3. There is nothing that we give to God that He will not return ten-fold  
a) It’s amazing that considering this reality we hold tightly to anything 

C. Samuel wore an ephod 

1. Priestly garment that grew as he grew, mother would either hem it or sow an new 
one each year – clothed in priestly attire his entire life 

2. And now he is clothed in the righteous of Jesus Christ 
3. The scene shifts back to Eli and His sons 

 
22 Now Eli was very old; and he heard everything his sons did to all Israel, and how they lay 
with the women who assembled at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 23 So he said to 
them, “Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings from all the people. 24 No, 
my sons! For it is not a good report that I hear. You make the Lord’s people transgress. 25 If 
one man sins against another, God will judge him. But if a man sins against the Lord, who will 
intercede for him?” Nevertheless they did not heed the voice of their father, because the Lord 
desired to kill them. 26 And the child Samuel grew in stature, and in favor both with the Lord 
and men.  
 



V. THEY DID NOT HEED THE VOICE OF THEIR FATHER 

A. The tabernacle was place for confessing sin, but these boys had turned it into a place 
for committing sin 

1. And Eli says all the right things – “You cause the people to sin! When one man 
sins against another, you take your case to a judge. What will happen when you 
sin against the judge Himself? 

2. Saying the right things is not the same as doing the right thing 
3. Eli felt the burden of his sons’ actions. He knew their actions were deplorable. He 

calls them out for what they are doing 
a) But his words are empty because they are not followed up with action  

B. Words are only as strong as the actions behind them 

1. Our words are only as strong as our character (mental and moral qualities 
distinctive to an individual) 
a) “He or she is a man of their word” 

2. That is what makes the word of God so powerful – God’s words and His actions 
are inseparable – they are one and the same  
a) Today we are more impressed by charisma then we are impressed by 

character. We are more concerned with well said then well done  
b) We’ve elevated speech over actions  
c) Flock to leaders whose charisma outpace their character – we elevate 

men and women for the skill behind a microphone and never ask the 
question, who are they behind closed doors? 

C. Eli said all the right things but his decision to leave his sons’ in their position as priests 
exposed his heart 

1. He was more concerned about the affection of his sons then he was about doing 
God’s will  

2. Jesus said you cannot serve two masters – eventually there will be a conflict of 
wills – Jesus also said if you love your father or mother or son or daughter more 
than me, you are not worthy of me 
a) The irony is – if we love anyone more than Jesus – we are not loving them 

at all – we are not caring for them 
b) Eli allowing them to stay in their position was the most harmful thing he 

could of done  
3. True love does the hard thing no matter what. False love, pseudo compassion 

avoids the difficult decisions and conversations 
a) I didn’t have enemies until I came into the ministry – pastoring doesn’t 

allow for glossing over harmful behavior – surprisingly most people don’t 
rise up and call you blessed when you have to take a stand 

b) Sacrificing relational peace for the truth of God’s word isn’t an option and it 
certainly isn’t love  

4. Eli made his decision with his actions – his relationship with his sons’ was more 
important than his relationship with God and they all suffered for it 

D. In contrast, Samuel grew in stature, and in favor with both God and men 

27 Then a man of God came to Eli and said to him, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Did I not clearly 
reveal Myself to the house of your father when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh’s house? 28 Did 
I not choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be My priest, to offer upon My altar, to burn 
incense, and to wear an ephod before Me? And did I not give to the house of your father all the 



offerings of the children of Israel made by fire? 29 Why do you kick at My sacrifice and My 
offering which I have commanded in My dwelling place, and honor your sons more than Me, to 
make yourselves fat with the best of all the offerings of Israel My people?’ 30 Therefore the 
Lord God of Israel says: ‘I said indeed that your house and the house of your father would 
walk before Me forever.’ But now the Lord says: ‘Far be it from Me; for those who honor Me I 
will honor, and those who despise Me shall be lightly esteemed. 31 Behold, the days are 
coming that I will cut off your arm and the arm of your father’s house, so that there will not be 
an old man in your house. 32 And you will see an enemy in My dwelling place, despite all the 
good which God does for Israel. And there shall not be an old man in your house forever. 
33 But any of your men whom I do not cut off from My altar shall consume your eyes and 
grieve your heart. And all the descendants of your house shall die in the flower of their age. 
34 Now this shall be a sign to you that will come upon your two sons, on Hophni and 
Phinehas: in one day they shall die, both of them. 35 Then I will raise up for Myself a faithful 
priest who shall do according to what is in My heart and in My mind. I will build him a sure 
house, and he shall walk before My anointed forever. 36 And it shall come to pass that 
everyone who is left in your house will come and bow down to him for a piece of silver and a 
morsel of bread, and say, “Please, put me in one of the priestly positions, that I may eat a 
piece of bread.” ’ ” 
 
VI. CONCLUSION  

A. This family had a false sense of security – they thought delayed judgement, delayed 
consequences meant no consequences at all  

1. That was clearly not the case  
2. Peter has a message for our generation – 2 Peter 3:1 Beloved, I now write to 

you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure minds by way 
of reminder), 2 that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken 
before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us, the apostles 
of the Lord and Savior, 3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the 
last days, walking according to their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the 
promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For this they 
willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the 
earth standing out of water and in the water, 6 by which the world that then 
existed perished, being flooded with water. 7 But the heavens and the earth 
which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the 
day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 8 But, beloved, do not 
forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His 
promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not 
willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 
 


