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1CORINTHIANS 
 
 

EXPERIENCE OR EDIFICATION 
1 CORINTHIANS 14:1-25 

 
I. WHY WE GATHER 

A. What the church is – the body of Christ 

1. Paul has been explaining the purpose and function of church gatherings 
2. What the church should be about when we gather together 
3. We should be operating in Spiritual gifts – manifestations of Spirit – words of 
knowledge, words of wisdom, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discerning spirits, 
tongues, and the interpretation of tongues 

a) Many different gifts, but there is one Spirit who distributes the gifts as He 
wills 
b) There are many members, there is one body – each member has a 
distinct and important role – but we make up the body of Christ 
c) Even though there is a variety of spiritual gifts there is unity in the body 

B. Chapter 12 ends with Paul instructing to the church to earnestly desire the best gifts, yet 
he shows us a more excellent way 

1.   Best road forward – “I want to operate in the gifts. I want to make Jesus known” 
– Paul says “this is the best road” 
2. That path forward, a more excellent way – love. A spiritual gift in and of itself  

a) 1 Cor 13:8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they 
will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is 
knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in 
part. 10 But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part 
will be done away. 
b) The love of Christ must be a given by the Spirit of God – it is a 
supernatural, self-sacrificial, others-oriented kind of love available to everyone 
and should be earnestly desired and pursued 

3. That must be they “why” behind our gatherings – our desire for the spiritual gifts, 
using the spiritual gifts 

a) Without love as the motive, the source, the purpose – what comes next is 
meaningless – I can speak with the tongues of men but without love it is just 
painful noise – I can have the gift of prophecy and understand all mysteries or 
the kind of faith that moves mountains but without love I’m nothing – I could be a 
champion of social justice and sell everything I have and give it to the poor or I 
could give my entire body to be burned in the name of Jesus but if don’t have 
love it profits me nothing.  

4. Why – love builds up, knowledge puffs up 
C. Chapter 14 Paul’s continues that theme – opening words “pursue love” 
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1. We think of this chapter as a chapter on tongues but it is a continuation of Paul’s 
emphasis on the centrality of love within our gatherings 

 
1 Cor 14:1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. 2 For 
he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; 
however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. 3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and 
exhortation and comfort to men. 4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who 
prophesies edifies the church. 5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you 
prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed 
he interprets, that the church may receive edification. 
 
II. PURSUE LOVE 

A. PURSUE - Hunt after, chase – active and ongoing – relentless pursuit 

1. The question on our minds should be – “how can I love others well and better 
than I did yesterday?” When we gather our ministry teams together – how can we love 
the youth well, how can we love the children well, how can we love those we give a 
coffee and donut to well, how can we love the staff and students and parents of Ocotillo 
well?  
2. Love may not be mentioned again in this chapter but another word is 

a) We’ve seen it four times in these 5 verses – he who prophesies speaks 
edification, he who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, he who prophesies edifies 
the church, he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, 
unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification 
b) Edification is found at the intersection of love and spiritual gifts 

3. That intersection should be found everywhere followers of Jesus gather 
a) Men and women, motivated by love, gathering together to use their 
spiritual gifts to build one another up 

B. Unfortunately, that is often not the case  

1. Many gatherings today center around individual spiritual experience – seeking a 
spiritual experience that moves me 
2. When you have 100, 200, or 2,000 people coming together seeking an individual 
spiritual experience – what do they walk away with? 

a) When you have 100, 200, or 2,000 people coming together to build one 
another up – what do they walk away with? 

C. Church is not about our own personal spiritual experience; it is about building up others 

1. Paul writes – pursue love and desire spiritual gifts – especially that you may 
prophesy  

a) Prophecy – inspired speech, sharing God’s word in God’s time  
b) Not foretelling as much as forthtelling – sharing God’s word in the right 
place at the right time  
c) Not always chapter and verse – not only from the pulpit – Pastor John 
calling me into his office as a high schooler and explaining how much I was 
hurting my parents – the reassurance that God is on the throne in the midst of 
crisis and confusion – the gospel message spoken to the one who seeking 
answers – it is inspired speech that builds faith – it is the seed planted that has 
the potential to bear fruit 

2. Prophecy should be the language of church  
 



D. The church in Corinth seemed to have elevated a different kind of inspired speech  

1. A different evidence that God was working in them and through them – that 
evidence was speaking in tongues  
2. That seems to be the language of the church – the problem with that is pretty 
obvious Paul writes - he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for 
no one understands him 

a) The devil lives at the extremes – either the gift of tongues has no place in 
the life of a believer and certainly not in the church or it is essential evidence of 
the spirit moving in the life of the believer and therefor vital in our gatherings  
b) Both extremes are immature at best and malicious and manipulative at 
worst – Paul’s words not mine 

(1) 1 Cor 14:20 Brethren, do not be children in understanding; 
however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be mature. 

c) Paul prefaces this all by saying “I wish you all spoke in tongues” – he will 
later go on to say I speak in tongues more than all of you – but he also said in 
chapter 12 in the form of a rhetorical question – “not all speak in tongues” 

3. If our desire is to lovingly build up the church our desire should be to clearly and 
concisely communicate the word of God to others in a way that they can understand 

a) Paul is going to make the case for the superiority of prophesy 
 
1 Cor 14:6 But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you 
unless I speak to you either by revelation, by knowledge, by prophesying, or by teaching? 
7 Even things without life, whether flute or harp, when they make a sound, unless they make a 
distinction in the sounds, how will it be known what is piped or played? 8 For if the trumpet 
makes an uncertain sound, who will prepare for battle? 9 So likewise you, unless you utter by 
the tongue words easy to understand, how will it be known what is spoken? For you will be 
speaking into the air. 10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of languages in the world, and 
none of them is without significance. 11 Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the 
language, I shall be a foreigner to him who speaks, and he who speaks will be a foreigner to 
me. 12 Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the 
church that you seek to excel.  
 
III. IF I COME TO YOU SPEAKING 

A. If I come to you with unintelligible speech that only God can understand, what shall I 
profit you – what benefit is it to you? 

1. Who is built up? Who does that draw the attention to  
2. Unless I speak by revelation (reveal Jesus), knowledge, prophesy, or by teaching 
– all intelligible speech that works hand in hand to build up the church 
3. Like any good teacher Paul uses an analogy – we see instruments on stage – 
they are silent now – if the team came back up and started banging on their instruments 
like toddlers it would do more harm than good  
4.  Not until they are unified in their playing – not simply play chords, but playing the 
right chords at the right time – does an intelligible song appear  
5. Paul’s picture of a trumpet – the right song at the right time – to play the right 
song you have to know the song, to play it at the right time your eyes have to be on the 
conductor 

 



6. What a wonderful picture of the spirit filled church – again, the point of our 
gatherings isn’t experience but edification! 

a) Paul repeats this in verse 12 Even so you, since you are zealous for 
spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to 
excel. 

 
13 Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. 14 For if I pray in a 
tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. 15 What is the conclusion then? I 
will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, 
and I will also sing with the understanding. 16 Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will 
he who occupies the place of the uninformed say “Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he 
does not understand what you say? 17 For you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not 
edified. 18 I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all; 19 yet in the church I would 
rather speak five words with my understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten 
thousand words in a tongue. 
 

B. Therefore – since prophesy is superior – since intelligible, understandable, inspired 
speech is superior let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret 

1. Paul uses himself as an example – If I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my 
mind doesn’t know what’s going on.  
2. And if I don’t know what is being said, certainly those listening don’t know what is 
being said – so how can they agree with the prayer?  

a) Again – Paul states “For you indeed give thanks well, but the other is 
not edified.” 
b) If you pray and praise in this fashion, who are you primarily concerned 
about? Who is getting encouraged and built up. 

3. “So what will I do?” Paul asks. You may be asking the same question. I have the 
gift of tongues, what is its purpose?  

a) Paul says I will do both - I’ll pray and sing in the spirit – but I will also pray 
and sing in a language that people will understand 

C. Verse 18-19 is one of those mic drop moments  

1. I speak with tongues more than you all; yet in the church I would rather speak 
five words with my understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten thousand 
words in a tongue 
2. What matters to Paul the most – his personal spiritual experiences or the good of 
others? 

a) What is more spiritually significant – coming to church and having an 
overwhelming emotionally charged, speaking in tongues, falling on our face, 
shaking, weeping, kind of experience or coming to church and speaking word of 
life and truth to someone who desperately needs it? 
b) I think I know how Paul would answer that. Yet we often tailor our services 
or our gatherings to the former – the right lighting, the right music, the right mood 
to elicit an emotional response to provide an experience – many churches will 
even call their Sunday gatherings “worship experiences” 

3. I am convinced our efforts are better spent creating an environment conducive to 
building one another up in the truth of God’s word 

 
1 Cor 14:20 Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in 
understanding be mature. 21 In the law it is written: “With men of other tongues and other lips 
I will speak to this people; And yet, for all that, they will not hear Me,” says the Lord. 



22 Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but 
prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those who believe. 23 Therefore if the whole church 
comes together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who are 
uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 24 But if all 
prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is 
convicted by all. 25 And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his 
face, he will worship God and report that God is truly among you. 
 
IV.  TONGUES ARE FOR A SIGN  

A. You think speaking in tongues is a sign of spiritual maturity? Evidence that the spirit is 
moving. A superior spiritual gift - Paul says “grow up!” 

1. We seek after signs and wonders and dramatic moves of the spirit as evidence 
that the Spirit of God is at work but show me a fellowship that is full of love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control and I’ll 
show you are church where the Spirit of God is present and moving 
2. Does that exclude the miraculous? – not at all. But these are the fundamental 
evidences that the Spirit of God is at work because they are manifestations of Jesus 
himself.  
3. Spiritual maturity doesn’t look like feelings and emotions as much as it looks like 
sacrificial devotion – mature love, mature joy, etc 

B. In the law it is written…important to understand this so we can understand what comes 
after 

1. Paul is referring to Old Testament scripture – Israel in sin, idolatry – prophets beg 
the people to repent and return – the people ignore them – Israel is destroyed and the 
Israelites were carried away into slavery by the Babylonians and the Assyrians   
2. Isaiah 28:11 For with stammering lips and another tongue He will speak to 
this people, 

a) God warned you through the intelligible speech of the prophets and now 
He will speak to you through the foreign languages of your captors/sign of 
judgement  

3. Therefore, tongues are for a sign – a sign can be a negative or a positive, a good 
thing or a bad thing  

a) Paul was deeply considered with the churches witness – what sets our 
gatherings apart from any other gathering of people? 
b) Is it signs and wonders? Is it speaking in tongues? Will that show an 
unbelieving world we are different, and God present?  

(1) Paul writes “If an unbeliever or an uniformed person comes into 
your gathering and everyone is speaking in tongues what will they think?” 

c) But if they come in and God’s word is being shared clearly and 
understandably – God’s truth cuts to the heart and convinces and convicts and 
they fall on their face and they worship God and they say God is real and he is 
here (sign for the believer) “Did you tell the pastor? How did they know?” 

C. The difference between “they are mad” and “God is truly among them” - Why do we try 
to create an experience instead of just being obedient to God’s word?  

1. Experience (me centered) or edification – what we can take or what we can we 
give? – self-love or self-sacrificial love? – that’s what Paul is dealing with here  
2. I’m not here for me, I’m here for you. How can I love you better so that you may 
see Jesus more clearly? 


