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Chapter 13 
REAL LOVE 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 

A. The city of Corinth was full of murder, rape, greed, political corruption, and almost every 
kind of pleasure money could buy. 
 
1. And yet, in the middle of all that, the Lord had called out a people to be His own. 

a) The church was full of just ordinary people who had spent most, if not all of 
their lives in the influence of their city and its vices. 
(1) The average person probably never traveled more than 100 miles 

from home.  Corinth was all they knew! 
b) But since their knowledge of Christ - they now had good teaching and at 

least an understanding of a better way of life. 
(1) As Christians, they had even been given “gifts” to help them live that 

new life. 
(2) Paul said in I Corinthians 1:7. . that they came behind in no gift;  

(a) Yet, they were having a tough time living it! 
(i) There was backbiting and division in the church. 
(ii) Incest was being accepted and tolerated. 
(iii) Christians were suing each other in pagan courts. 
(iv) There was a great deal of sexual sin. 
(v) Divorce rate was high. 
(vi) There was much "dishonor" within existing marriages. 
(vii) And even the Lord's Supper was made a mockery of. 

2. These people (like most of us) were having a difficult time making the transition 
described in Eph 4:21-32 NKJV  if indeed you have heard Him and have been 
taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus:  (22)  that you put off, concerning 
your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts,  (23)  and be renewed in the spirit of your mind,  (24)  and 
that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true 
righteousness and holiness.  (25)  Therefore, putting away lying, "LET 
EACH ONE OF YOU SPEAK TRUTH WITH HIS NEIGHBOR," for we are 
members of one another.  (26)  "BE ANGRY, AND DO NOT SIN": do not let 
the sun go down on your wrath,  (27)  nor give place to the devil.  (28)  Let 
him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his 
hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has 
need.  (29)  Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is 
good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.  (30)  
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the 
day of redemption.  (31)  Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil 
speaking be put away from you, with all malice.  (32)  And be kind to one 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ 
forgave you. 
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a) The way they had been raised and the temptations of the city were making 

Godliness, very difficult! 
(1) They thought their gifts were the "goal".  That the possession and 

usage of those gifts was what made them "spiritual". 
(2) Paul has explained that the gifts are only "tools" to be used for 

"building up" the body of Christ. 
(a) In this chapter, he does not diminish the gifts in any way, he 

just lets them know that there is something more important 
that the spiritual gifts. 
(i) 1Co 12:31 NKJV  But earnestly desire the best 

gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way. 
 

II. LOVE 
 

A. "Charity" (as used in the KJV) is not a good translation of the word used here and 
interpreted as “Love”! 
 
1. Today "charity" has come to mean "benevolence", or "tolerance", not at all what it 

meant in 1611, and not at all what Paul wanted us to understand about LOVE. 
a) As most of you know the Greeks had 3 words for LOVE. 

(1) One, EROS: meaning sexual desire - is not found in the New 
Testament at all! 

(2) The second, PHILEO: meaning brotherly love or friendship is 
occasionally found in the New Testament. 

(3) But the word AGAPE is used here in Chapter 13 - and throughout 
the New Testament! 

(4) It is the word from which we get our English word = AGONY! 
(a) It means every part of our being - being absorbed in one great 

passion! 
(b) It is best illustrated in Joh 3:16 NKJV  For God so loved the 

world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life. 

(c) It speaks of self denial and the Greeks always used AGAPE 
when the will (or decision to love) was more important than 
the emotions! 
(i) Such as in Mat 5:44 NKJV  But I say to you, love 

your enemies, bless those who curse you, do 
good to those who hate you, and pray for those 
who spitefully use you and persecute you, 

(ii) Feelings can often say, “NO!”  Agape says, “YES!” 
(d) It is the ONLY word used all by itself to describe God! 

(i) 1Jo 4:8 NKJV The one who does not love does not 
know God, for God is love. 

(ii) Another tremendous contrast of AGAPE and PHILEO 
is in John 21. 
(a) Peter had denied the Lord three times after 

swearing that he would never do so - even if it 
meant his life! 

(b) He had betrayed the person he loved most. 
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(c) 15 Jesus sits down with him and asks,   

"Simon, [son] of Jonah, do you love 
(AGAPE) Me more than these?" He said to 
Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love 
(PHILEO = LIKE) You." He said to him, 
"Feed My lambs”.  

(d) He asks again, John 21:16 "Simon, [son] of 
Jonah, do you love (AGAPE) Me?" He said 
to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love 
(PHILEO = LIKE) You." He said to him, 
"Tend My sheep." 

(e) And the third time the Lord comes down to the 
lesser word, John 21:17 "Simon, [son] of 
Jonah, do you love (PHILEO = LIKE) Me?" 
Peter was grieved because He said to him 
the third time, do you love (PHILEO =LIKE) 
me? 
(i) “Then feed my sheep!” 
(ii) Peter was so ashamed that his actions 

didn't match his words that he couldn't 
use the word AGAPE.  His - had not 
been the love of self denial! 

(iii) Finally, when the Lord asked, "Peter, do 
you even like me?"  It broke his heart! 

 
III. GIFTS WITHOUT LOVE   

 
A. 1Co 13:1-3 NKJV  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but 

have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.  (2)  And 
though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing.  (3)  And though I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me 
nothing. 

 
1. The Corinthian church was very proud of their gifts of tongues, interpretation and 

prophecy but they were not being used in AGAPE. 
a) Love is the power that makes our gifts effective. 

(1) Many desire to teach, but it is out of love for self or love of teaching, 
instead of love for those being taught. 
(a) The same could be said for worship. 

(i) Does it come from a deep love for the Lord and His 
church or a deep love for music and performance? 

(2) The greatest teacher is useless without love. 
(a) He/she may be the greatest speaker, with wisdom and 

knowledge, and a mastery of the human language BUT: 
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b) Sacrifice has and will never make up for love! 
c) As David expresses in Psa 51:16-17 NKJV  For You do not desire 

sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering.  
(17)  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a 
contrite heart— These, O God, You will not despise. 

(a) It's like the husband treating his wife like a dog 6 days/week 
then on Friday bringing home flowers! 

(2) Agape love for Jesus is the only thing that will keep us from sin! 
(a) All the threats or fear of punishment will never make us live 

right.  Only the genuine LOVE for and of the Lord. 
 
IV. WHAT LOVE IS AND IS NOT  

 
A. 1Co 13:4-8 NKJV  Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does 

not parade itself, is not puffed up;  (5)  does not behave rudely, does not seek its 
own, is not provoked, thinks no evil;  (6)  does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices 
in the truth;  (7)  bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.  (8)  Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; 
whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will 
vanish away. 

 
1. AGAPE suffers long (is patient) and is kind:   

a) Agape affects they way we react to people. 
b) Agape suffers (agonizes) yet does not strike back. 

(1) Mat 18:21 NKJV  Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how 
often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to 
seven times?" 

(2) Peter thought it was being benevolent forgiving 7 times.  But the Lord 
told him "love suffers long" 

(3) We must not minimize the "and is kind".  If we grumble and hate in 
the process it is not AGAPE. 

(4) There will be many hurts in this life.  Godly love must "decide" ahead 
of time not to retaliate. 

2. AGAPE does not envy (is not jealous): 
a) In the last chapter, the foot, eye, ear, hand all wished they had the other's 

ministry. 
(1) Envy is not love!  
(2) Many things in life seem "unfair", only love for the Lord and our love 

for others - brings contentment. 
(3) There is always a ministry that is "greener", bigger or better on the 

outside. 
(a) But, real ministry is always the same: it smells of blood and 

pain! 
3. AGAPE does not parade it's self (brag): 

a) Jesus never "showed off" or bragged. 
b) If our expression of love to another person has to be for others to see, we 

must question its validity. 
(1) G. Campbell Morgan puts it this way, "Love that talks of love is not 

love.  If anyone is constantly protesting to me they love me, I begin 
to have doubts in my own mind." 

(2) Love that must boast is conceited and prideful. 
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(a) That is why Paul says in 1Ti 2:9 NKJV  in like manner 

also, that the women adorn themselves in modest 
apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided 
hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 

(b) And again in 1Pe 3:3-4 NKJV  Do not let your adornment 
be merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or 
putting on fine apparel— (4)  rather let it be the hidden 
person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a 
gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the 
sight of God. 
(i) But it would be a mistake to think that it is just limited 

to ladies! 
(ii) People can live at the gym, and still not know what 

real love is. 
4. AGAPE is not puffed up (arrogant): 

a) Alan Redpath says, Agape love "is never self satisfied nor contemptuous of 
others." 

b) It doesn't have to put on "airs" to be bigger than what it is!  (HOT AIR) 
(1) Love is not pretending to be something we are not! 

5. AGAPE does not behave rudely (act unbecomingly): 
a) Love is always polite, and courteous. 

(1) Jesus always said the right thing at the right time in the right way! 
(2) It doesn't say ugly, brutal things in the name of "honesty". 

6. AGAPE does not seek its own: 
a) Remember at the beginning we said that Agape was "self-emptying" 

(1) Much of our lives are spent in self advancement at the expense of 
others. 

(2) Love keeps us concerned for the welfare and blessing of others. 
7. AGAPE is not provoked: 

a) The word "easily" in some translations can be a cop out! 
b) It is not there in the original texts. 
c) Real love is not thin skinned, temperamental, nor quick to be offended. 

(1) When we quickly assume someone dislikes us, or are quickly 
offended by them - that is not love! 

(2) Agape doesn't look for a fight or assume the worst! 
8. AGAPE thinks no evil (does not take into account a wrong suffered): 

a) Love doesn't keep a ledger of wrongs done! 
(1) It doesn't keep record so that the evil's can be paid back! 
(2) It not only forgives, but it “chooses” to forget! 

9. AGAPE does not rejoice in iniquity (sin), but rejoices in truth: 
a) Real love is never happy when another person does wrong or is caught in 

their sin. 
b) In fact real love will be broken hearted over the sin that is in the world. 

(1) Jesus' ministry was to the sinner.  His heart was broken over their 
slavery. 

10. AGAPE bears all things: 
a) Love patiently endures what it has to suffer without retaliation or ingratitude. 

(1) This has the meaning of putting an umbrella up and inviting 
someone to stand under it with you. 
(a) Love acts as a roof, protecting others from the storms of life. 

(2) As Jesus was dying he forgave those responsible for His death. 
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11. AGAPE believes all things: 

a) This does not mean that love is stupid or that "love is blind". 
(1) What it does mean is that love sees the best in people. 

(a) When a person falls, love thinks of the battle he/she must 
have fought before they went down. 

12. AGAPE hopes all things: 
a) Love always finds a new way to have hope. 

(1) Jesus never gives up hope on any of us! 
(2) He is never in despair over our failures. 
(3) Agape is always optimistic. 

13. AGAPE endures all things: 
a) Real love cannot be conquered.  It is eternally fresh and young. 

(1) It does all the above things and keeps on loving. 
 

V. CONCLUSION 
 

A. 1Co 13:8 NKJV  Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; 
whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will 
vanish away.  "AGAPE never fails": 
 
1. Why?  Because God is agape! 

a) Prophecy will someday no longer be needed. 
b) The use of tongues will be unnecessary. 
c) Knowledge will vanish. 

2. When the Greater has come there will be no need for the lesser. 
3. When the Master Carpenter of the Spirit has come there will be no more need for 

tools! 1Co 13:9-10 NKJV  For we know in part and we prophesy in part.  (10)  
But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be 
done away. 

 
B. 1Co 13:11 NKJV  When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I 

thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 
 

1. The misuse of spiritual gifts is childish.  The ability to love with the AGAPE love of 
the Lord brings us into Spiritual maturity. 

2. Compared to Heaven, all that we know and understand in this world is like a child 
trying to understand calculus.   

3. 1Co 13:12-13 NKJV  For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to 
face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.  (13)  
And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is 
love. 

 
C. Re-read 1 Cor 13:4-8 with Jesus in place of the word LOVE! 

 
1. It all “fits” 

 


