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1CORINTHIANS 
 
 

THE SPIRITUAL BODY – PART 2 
1 CORINTHIANS 12 

 
I. THE SPIRIT OF GOD AND THE CHURCH 

A. Concerning spirituals – verse 1 

1. Concerning spiritual stuff – concerning things related to the Spirit and specifically 
the Spirits work in our gatherings 

a) Paul knows what the church is - an indestructible, eternal, supernatural, 
living organism. Created by God for the purposes of God to the glory of God and 
at the head of it all – our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
b) The church in Corinth didn’t reflect this – we gather from Paul’s direction 
that the service was chaotic, people speaking out of turn, wanting their voices to 
be heard – carve out a place of importance for themselves 

(1) 1 Cor 14:33 For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as 
in all the churches of the saints. – 40 Let all things be done decently 
and in order. 
(2) Jam 3:16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and 
every evil thing are there. 
(3) 1 Cor 8 – Paul warned the church that knowledge puffs up, love 
builds up 

B. The first-time spiritual gifts are mentioned - Romans 1:11-12 where we gain some 
valuable insight 

1. Rom 1:11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, 
so that you may be established  
2. Sounds like Paul is giving them their spiritual gifts – really Paul desires to come 
and utilize his spiritual gifts for their benefit – so that they may be established, set fast, 
strengthened, set firmly in a specific direction – one thing we know for sure, spiritual 
gifts are not for us to hoard, they are for others – to strengthen them, to build them up 
3. How do our spiritual gifts build others up?  Rom 1:12 that is, that I may be 
encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me. 

a) When a spiritual gift is exercised it builds the faith of both the giver and the 
receiver  
b) Spiritual gifts and the building of faith are intrinsically connected. When we 
talk about the edification of the church we are talking about the church growing in 
their faith in God 
c) The more we trust in the Lord, the deeper our roots grow, and the more 
firmly we are established in Him 

 



C. Different but the same  

1. There is an overarching message of unity in diversity in Paul’s message – we are 
all different yet we are one body – one living organism united in cause  
2. We have different gifts, different roles in which we use these gifts, and different 
ways in which we use these gifts but they are for the same purpose – make Jesus 
Christ know – and when that happens we all profit  
3. Rom 12:6-8  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given 
to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith;  (7)  
or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching;  (8)  he 
who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with 
diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 
4. The gathering of Christ’s church should be a place where our faith is built up and 
where we are stirred up to good works and that only happens through the working of 
God’s Spirit within us 

D. Takes faith and courage to step out and exercise these gifts 

1. A teacher teaches with faith that God will speak through them and the hearer 
grows in their faith as they hear the Word of God 

a) A teacher who doubts is not exercising their spiritual gift, in fact their eyes 
are not on the giver of the gift, their eyes are on themselves 
b) There is a huge difference between natural ability and gifts – they make 
look similar on the outside, but they are very different on the inside 
c) We often value ability above humility. We ask “Is he able to?” before we 
ask “Is he humble enough to?” 

(1) Rarely can the congregation tell the difference 
2. 1Pe 4:10-11  As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  (11)  If anyone speaks, let him 
speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability 
which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, 
to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

a) The church doesn’t need talented men and women – the church needs 
humble men and women who are looking for ways to build the faith of their 
brothers and sisters 

 
1Co 12:7-12  But the manifestation (appear, to make known, to bring to light) of the Spirit is 
given to each one for the profit of all: (What the Spirit does)  (8)  for to one is given the word of 
wisdom through the Spirit (render to Caesar what is Caesar’s, fish/coin), to another the word 
of knowledge through the same Spirit (woman at the well, weeds, prayer), (9)  to another faith 
by the same Spirit (exceptional confidence and courage), to another gifts of healings by the 
same Spirit (many examples),     
 
II. WHAT IS THE SPIRIT DOING? 

A. Gifts of healing 

1. One commentator writes “There is no article with gifts of healing (nor with any 
other item in this list). This fastens attention on the quality of the gift rather than its 
individuality.” 

a) Not the gift of healing but gifts of healing – distributed as the Spirit wills 
 



b) It is more important that we be found faithful then it is to discover our 
spiritual gift 

2. Interesting that everything Paul has mentioned and will mentioned has been 
misused for selfish gain 

a) The gift of healing operating in the life of Jesus and the apostles – “their 
healings were direct and specific, they were by word or by touch, they had 
immediate impact, people were immediately and apparently healed, and there 
was no apparent relapse” Alistair Begg 

3. We are instructed to pray for the sick among us – believe in faith that God can 
heal – and if you are a believer God always answers that prayer  

a) In the moment, in this life, or in the next – a healing on this side of eternity 
is temporary, a prolonging of life – the healing on the other side of eternity is 
complete and forever  

4. Some teach all sickness can be healed with enough faith – it is always God’s will 
to heal – when is it our time to go? Are the faithful supposed to live forever? 

a) You will never see the term “died of old age” on a death certificate – there 
is always an underlying condition – something in the body failed  

5. We still pray for the sick – and we still see God heal (example) 
 
(10)  to another the working of miracles (beyond the natural), 
 

B. Working of miracles 

1. Mighty deeds, works of power – moments where we know it had to be God  
2. Jesus stilled the storm, fed five thousand, water into wine – things that just don’t 
make sense in the natural world 

a) Prophesied that the early apostles would ‘drive out demons’, ‘pick up 
snakes’, and ‘when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all’, 
b) They witnessed prison gates swing open, they saw Ananias and Sapphira 
drop dead, Philip was transported from a desert to Azotus, Herod died suddenly 
and violently, demons were cast out of a slave girl, Paul was bitten by a viper and 
had to ill effects 
c) The question – can and does those things happen today? Is the Spirit still 
in the business of doing the supernatural  

3. God can do whatever He wants, whenever He wants, through whoever He wants 
4. Let us not forget that Peter and John were arrested and beaten, Stephen was 
stoned to death, James was executed, Paul was arrested, beaten, stoned, and 
shipwrecked – the Christian life is not one of supernatural ease where God miraculously 
delivers us out of every difficult situation  

a) Our responsibility – to be faithful, to trust, to listen and respond, to be 
available 

 
to another prophecy (inspired words, connecting what God has said to what He is doing) 
 

C. Prophecy (inspired speech) 

1. Six lists containing 22 different spiritual gifts in the New Testament – and 
prophecy is the only mentioned in all six 

a) 1 Cor 14:1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that 
you may prophesy. 

 



2. Many believe this to be - receiving and relaying an immediate revelation from 
God often disconnected from Scripture 

a) It often includes directions for or information about the future  
3. Redpath points out the prophecy in scripture is more often “‘forthtelling the 
present’ rather than ‘foretelling the future’ “ 

a) God’s present word for God’s present people 
4. Where can we find God’s present word for His people? In the scriptures.  

a) As Alistair Begg points out “All of the word that is necessary for all time 
and for all of his people is contained right here in this book. And in the same way 
that Old Testament prophets proclaimed the law and recalled the people of God 
to face the claim of God upon their lives and to call them to obedience, so the 
New Testament prophets, preached the gospel. They preached the life of faith, 
they called for conversion, they called for edification and for encouragement.” 
b) 1 Cor 14:3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation 
and comfort to men. 

(1) 1 Cor 14 – I wish all of you would prophesy 
5. Prophecy is knowing and sharing the mind and heart of God with others, and we 
know what is on His mind and heart  

a) The Spirit of the Lord is on me; because he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the captives free. To proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord. Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.  
b) The future? Jesus is coming back. He is coming back for His church and 
He is coming back to judge unrighteousness 

 
to another discerning of spirits, 
 

D. Discerning of spirits 

1. Matt 16:13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked 
His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 14 So they 
said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus 
answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 
2. Matt 16:21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He 
must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 22 Then Peter took Him 
aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not 
happen to You!” 23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You 
are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things 
of men.” 

a) 1 John 4: 4 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, 
whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into 
the world. 

 
3. This is discernment – with all the voices in the world today, be careful who you 
listen to 

a) Saw this with Ananias and Sapphira, slave girl followed Paul around 
shouting “these men are servants of the Most High God” 

 



to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
 

E. Paul will get into this gift later in his letter  

1. Being uniquely misused in Corinth just like it is today – no accident that Paul 
places it last 
2. Some teach that speaking in tongues is required evidence of the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit – 1 Cor 12:(29)  Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? 
Are all workers of miracles?  (30)  Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with 
tongues? Do all interpret?  (31)  But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I 
show you a more excellent way. 

a) Irony – Paul is talking about unity in diversity – and we do the exact 
opposite by elevating this gift above the others 

 
(11)  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually 
as He wills. 
 

F. For moment, for a season, or for a lifetime  

1. God knows what we need and He knows what His church needs 
 
(12)  For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body, so also is Christ.  (13)  For by one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink 
into one Spirit.  (14)  For in fact the body is not one member but many.  (15)  If the foot should 
say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body?  (16)  And 
if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the 
body?  (17)  If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were 
hearing, where would be the smelling?  (18)  But now God has set the members, each one of 
them, in the body just as He pleased.  (19)  And if they were all one member, where would the 
body be?  (20)  But now indeed there are many members, yet one body.(22)  No, much rather, 
those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.  (23)  And those 
members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; 
and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty,  (24)  but our presentable parts have no 
need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it,  (25)  
that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care 
for one another.  (26)  And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one 
member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.  (27)  Now you are the body of Christ, and 
members individually.  (28)  And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 
administrations, varieties of tongues.  (29)  Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers? Are all workers of miracles?  (30)  Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with 
tongues? Do all interpret?  (31)  But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more 
excellent way. 
 
III. A MORE EXCELLENT WAY 

A. It appears the church in Corinth had created a culture of inferiority  

1. If you weren’t part of the haves, you were part of the have nots - “Weaker” from a 
worldly standpoint 

 



a) That exists today and has no place in church 
2. Many people believe God only uses the talented, the gifted, people who are 
experts at their given field – what do I have to offer the body?  
3. “those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we 
bestow greater honor,” “God composed the body, having given greater honor to that 
part which lacks it” 

a) God loves using the weak to show Himself strong because they don’t take 
credit for what He is doing – they don’t touch His glory 

B. If you feel like you can’t be useful in God’s hands, I have a story from Jon Courson I 
want to share with you 

1. An above-ground pool was donated to Applegate Christian Fellowship's mission 
for handicapped orphans in Mexico. But, because it arrived in what seemed to be a 
million pieces, try as they might, the Mission staff was unable to assemble it. It wasn't 
more than a few days later, however, that my brother, Jimmy, who runs the mission got 
a call from a man at Twin Peaks Bible College. "I just feel like the Lord would have me 
come and spend some time at the mission," he said. "I can't do much. I'm not a Bible 
teacher. I'm not a children's worker. I'm not a cook. I'm not a gardener. But I just feel I 
should come." "Come on down," said Jimmy. "By the way, what did you do before you 
were in Bible school?" "I spent twenty years installing above-ground pools," he said. 
Within four hours of his arrival, the kids were swimming. 

C. On the flipside, if you think God is lucky to have you, you’re quite the catch – God 
recruited you from the world because of your abilities and now you’re an all-star on team Jesus  

1. I say this in love – God doesn’t need you. “but our presentable parts have no 
need” – pride gets in the way of building faith – LOOK AT ME vs LOOK AT JESUS 

a) Paul closes with this “there should be no schism in the body, but that the 
members should have the same care for one another… But earnestly desire the 
best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way! 


