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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

A. Last week we spent some time on a specific word in I Corinthians Chapter 11.  That 
word was the word "head" as used in 1 Corinthians 11:3 (NKJV) But I would have you 
know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman [is] the 
man; and the head of Christ [is] God. 

 
1. We learned that it means much more than just being the "boss" or lording over 

someone. 
a) It is a Greek word that means = authority, or government. 

(1) Mark 10:42 (NKJV) But Jesus called them to [Himself] and said 
to them, "You know that those who are considered rulers over 
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise 
authority over them. 43 "Yet it shall not be so among you; but 
whoever desires to become great among you shall be your 
servant. 44 "And whoever of you desires to be first shall be 
slave of all. 

b) So we learned that when the Apostle Paul says that the man is the head of 
the woman in this Chapter, he is speaking of Godly leadership, not tyranny! 
(1) He is speaking of sacrificial love as was exampled at the cross. 
(2) He is speaking of the kind of leadership we saw and see in the 

person of Jesus Christ! 
 

B. Since Paul has established that the men should be Godly examples to their wife and 
has shown us that their “authority” is based upon their relationship with Jesus – he turns 
his attention to the wives in Corinth. 
 
1. It seems that a lot of the women there in the Corinthian church were not 

respecting the Godly authority of their husbands in the public worship services. 
a) And that is where we pick up our study. 

 
II. 1CO 11:5-6 NKJV  BUT EVERY WOMAN WHO PRAYS OR PROPHESIES WITH HER 

HEAD UNCOVERED DISHONORS HER HEAD, FOR THAT IS ONE AND THE SAME AS IF 
HER HEAD WERE SHAVED.  (6)  FOR IF A WOMAN IS NOT COVERED, LET HER ALSO 
BE SHORN. BUT IF IT IS SHAMEFUL FOR A WOMAN TO BE SHORN OR SHAVED, LET 
HER BE COVERED. 
 
A. Although the custom of a woman's head being covered or shaven doesn't have the same 

social implication today, let's take a look at the spiritual lessons. 
 
1. In some parts of the East today women that are "spoken for" wear a veil, women 

that are "available" go without the veil. 
2. Many of the prostitutes in Corinth shaved their heads to indicate that they were 

under no authority! (except satan's) They had no husband! 
a) They advertised their freedom and availability by shaving their heads! 
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b) Now, I don’t know if you can see the comparison, but this is a pretty 

“heavy” comparison Paul is making between those being disrespectful and 
the temple prostitutes! 

c) He is saying that they might as well be advertising that they are free and 
available because they are disrespecting their husbands. 
(1) And remember from our previous study – since this authority is given 

by the Lord – in essence - they are dishonoring the Lord! 
 
III. 1CO 11:13-16 NKJV  JUDGE AMONG YOURSELVES. IS IT PROPER FOR A WOMAN TO 

PRAY TO GOD WITH HER HEAD UNCOVERED?  (14)  DOES NOT EVEN NATURE ITSELF 
TEACH YOU THAT IF A MAN HAS LONG HAIR, IT IS A DISHONOR TO HIM?  (15)  BUT IF 
A WOMAN HAS LONG HAIR, IT IS A GLORY TO HER; FOR HER HAIR IS GIVEN TO HER 
FOR A COVERING.  (16)  BUT IF ANYONE SEEMS TO BE CONTENTIOUS, WE HAVE NO 
SUCH CUSTOM, NOR DO THE CHURCHES OF GOD. 

 
A. Times have certainly changed!   

 
1. Women wear short hair, men wear long hair. Women wear slacks and ties and 

men wear earrings. 
2. Women wear baggy pants and guys wear tight little girl jeans! 

 
B. Please notice that Paul is saying in verse 16 - long hair or short is not a matter of church 

doctrine! 
 
1. Once again none of that is really the issue here! 

a) The issue is once again that word “head” – the godly “authority” and 
“government” of making Jesus our all-in-all! 

b) For the wives there in Corinth – they were not respecting their husbands. 
(1) As a result – the Lord was not being honored. 

c) Because Jesus was not loved above all things the men were out of order 
and because Jesus was not loved above all things their wives were out of 
order! 
(1) Eph 5:21-27 NKJV  submitting to one another in the fear of 

God.  (22)  Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the 
Lord.  (23)  For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ 
is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.  (24)  
Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own husbands in everything.  (25)  Husbands, 
love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself for her,  (26)  that He might sanctify and cleanse her 
with the washing of water by the word,  (27)  that He might 
present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and 
without blemish. 

(2) But this was not being done and as a result – there was chaos even 
in their communion! 
 

IV. 1CO 11:17-21 NKJV  NOW IN GIVING THESE INSTRUCTIONS I DO NOT PRAISE YOU, 
SINCE YOU COME TOGETHER NOT FOR THE BETTER BUT FOR THE WORSE.  (18)  
FOR FIRST OF ALL, WHEN YOU COME TOGETHER AS A CHURCH, I HEAR THAT 
THERE ARE DIVISIONS AMONG YOU, AND IN PART I BELIEVE IT.  (19)  FOR THERE 
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MUST ALSO BE FACTIONS AMONG YOU, THAT THOSE WHO ARE APPROVED MAY 
BE RECOGNIZED AMONG YOU.  (20)  THEREFORE WHEN YOU COME TOGETHER IN 
ONE PLACE, IT IS NOT TO EAT THE LORD'S SUPPER.  (21)  FOR IN EATING, EACH ONE 
TAKES HIS OWN SUPPER AHEAD OF OTHERS; AND ONE IS HUNGRY AND ANOTHER 
IS DRUNK.  

 
A. At this time in Church history - the "love feast" and communion were celebrated together! 

 
1. After their fellowship meal they would serve the elements. 

a) Paul tells them he can't praise them on this one! 
 

B. First of all there are divisions! 
 
1. Divisions = Web. "Something that divides or separates.", "Disagreement, disunity." 

 
C. Second, "there must also be factions among you, that those who are approved may 

be recognized among you." vrs 19 
 
1. The Greek word translated "factions" is the word heresies. 

a) The idea here is choosing up sides and dividing over a difference of 
opinion. 

b) If you will remember, we have already been given an idea of what is going 
on.  1Cor 1:11 (NKJV) For it has been declared to me concerning you, 
my brethren, by those of Chloe's [household], that there are 
contentions among you. 12 Now I say this, that each of you says, "I 
am of Paul," or "I am of Apollos," or "I am of Cephas," or "I am of 
Christ." 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were 
you baptized in the name of Paul? 
(1) These Christians didn't seem to be able to get beyond their 

pettiness.  They made a mockery out of the Lord's "chain of 
authority”. 

(2) Jesus was their Lord, Paul was their Apostle, but they all wanted to 
have a different leader! 

(3) They carried it so far that they were desecrating the communion 
table by letting those they held in high esteem eat before the others.  
And some were even getting drunk before the communion! 

(4) Paul tells them that if they just want to eat and drink, do it at home. 
(5) He even goes so far as to tell them that this charade is not the Lord's 

Supper at all! 
 
V. 1CO 11:22-23  WHAT! DO YOU NOT HAVE HOUSES IN WHICH TO EAT AND DRINK? OR 

DO YOU DESPISE THE CHURCH OF GOD AND SHAME THOSE WHO HAVE NOTHING? 
WHAT SHALL I SAY TO YOU? SHALL I PRAISE YOU? IN THIS I WILL NOT PRAISE YOU.  
(23)  FOR I RECEIVED FROM THE LORD THAT WHICH I ALSO DELIVERED TO YOU, 
THAT THE LORD JESUS IN THE NIGHT IN WHICH HE WAS BETRAYED TOOK BREAD; 
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A. Paul repeats the Lord's words spoken at the last supper in vrs 23-25. 

 
1. Then in verse 26 he says something very interesting, I Corinthians 11:26 For as 

often as you eat this bread, and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death 
till he comes. 
a) That word "proclaim" is preach, "an acted out sermon". 

(1) At communion time, every participating saint is a "preacher". 
(2) We are preaching to the powers of darkness, "proclaiming the Lord's 

death", which has put them in their place! 
(3) We are telling Jesus what His sacrifice means to us! 
(4) We are telling the unsaved that the cross is real, His blood was 

spilled, and we are saved! 
(5) We are witnessing our trust and hope in His soon return! 

 
B. What kind of "sermon" does our life represent? 

 
VI. CONCLUSION 
 

A. Paul ends by telling them if they just want to eat and drink, stay home and do it! 
 

1. He tells them that the way they are doing it, they are coming together for judgment, 
not celebration of the Lord's Supper! 

 
B. Pride and rebellion are horrible sins. 

 
1. They caused Lucifer to fall, and they continue to destroy man, and when allowed in 

the church, they destroy all that is Godly! 
2. In the church in Corinth, (pride and rebellion), were being allowed to destroy the 

Eucharist, the Lord's Supper, communion. 


