
11/20/22 
Pastor John W. Brown 
Calvary Chapel Central Phoenix 
1 CORINTHIANS 

Chapter 11:01-12 
YOU AIN’T THE BOSS OF ME! 

 
You know, most people don’t like to be told what to do!  We love “coaches” but we hate “bosses”. 
 
It’s like the guy at his boss's funeral kneeling and whispering at the coffin. "Who's thinking outside the 
box now Gary?" 
 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 

A. We have been studying about Christian liberty and freedom. 
 

1. Along with that liberty - we have learned - comes responsibility and obligation to 
those around us. 
a) Luke 12:48   …From everyone who has been given much, much will 

be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask 
all the more. 

2. Paul was due much as far as respect and even support from the church in Corinth, 
but he told us in Chapter 9 verse 15, that he would use none of those things if it 
would cause any of them to be stumbled. 
a) Paul's liberty was limited by his love! 

3. In 1 Corinthians Chapter 11 we will continue the subject of authority, rights, and 
liberties. 
a)  But the focus of the text for the next couple of teachings - is how those 

rights and liberties relate to men and women in public worship at Corinth. 
(1) This morning, we will take a look at the responsibility of the man in 

public worship, as it relates to the woman! 
 

B. Please understand this study is not a complete study without taking a look at the women's 
role in this chapter. 

 
1. It is not intended to be.  We will balance it out next week as we take a look at the 

woman's role in public worship at Corinth. 
a) That really is the subject!  The proper action and attitude of women in public 

worship there at the church in Corinth! 
(1) Paul knows that the "problem" is only a symptom. 
(2) It is a symptom of misunderstanding a very important principal - basic 

to Christianity. 
 
II. 1Co 11:1-3 NKJV  Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.  (2)  Now I praise you, 

brethren, that you remember me in all things and keep the traditions just as I delivered 
them to you.  (3)  But I want you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the head 
of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God. 

 
A. The key to understanding this whole section is the word "HEAD". 

 
1. Greek = (KEF-AL-AY') = authority, or government. 
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a) Of course, Paul is talking about Godly authority, and Godly government. 
b) We have even greater clarity of the word as we see it used in Mat 21:42 

NKJV  Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
'THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED HAS BECOME THE 
CHIEF CORNERSTONE. THIS WAS THE LORD'S DOING, AND IT IS 
MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES' ? 

c) Jesus became the "authority" upon which all of Christianity is built! 
(1) The cornerstone of our faith! 

2. And in Mark 15:17 (NKJV) And they clothed Him with purple; and they 
twisted a crown of thorns, put it on His [head], 
a) In this verse, we know that Mark is talking about Jesus' physical head but 

let's take a look at a little "symbolism". 
b) Vrs 3 has told us, "..the head of Christ is God."  In beating, mocking and 

rejecting Jesus, their rejection was of God himself! 
3. In the negative sense of authority and government, Genesis 3:15 gives us even 

more clarity, Gen 3:15 NKJV  And I will put enmity Between you and the 
woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, 
And you shall bruise His heel." 
a) Moses was talking prophetically about Jesus’ war with the snake's master = 

SATAN! 
4. Let’s look at another example: Rom 12:20 NKJV  "BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS 

HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN 
SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD." 
a) When we react to our enemies with love, satan looses! 

(1) As you can see, the word "head" means much more than just "the big 
shot in charge, the boss, or the head honcho." 

(2) It encompasses all of the Lord's chain of command, His system of 
doing things, His Godly CHARACTER and ORDER. 

 
B. Now that Paul has established the principal, he goes on to tell the man how he is to 

conduct himself so as to reflect Christ as his head! 
 
III. 1Co 11:4 NKJV  Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonors 

his head. 
 
A. The orthodox Jew still wears a "yomica" to cover his head. 

 
1. Paul is speaking of the "TALLITH" that was worn by the men as a result from 

misinterpreting their own scriptures. 
a) Moses had not worn the veil for protection or even out of reverence, but to 

hide the fact that the glory was departing from him! 
b) 2Co 3:13-14 NKJV  unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that 

the children of Israel could not look steadily at the end of what was 
passing away.  (14)  But their minds were blinded. For until this day 
the same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament, 
because the veil is taken away in Christ. 

(a) For the Jewish man to pray with his head covered, was in 
reality dishonoring God's authority and government. Isa 9:6-7 
NKJV  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is 
given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. 
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, 
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Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  (7)  
Of the increase of His government and peace There will 
be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His 
kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and 
justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will perform this. 
 

IV. 1Co 11:7  For a man ought not to have his head covered, since he is the image and 
glory of God; but the woman is the glory of man. 
 
A. In view of what we have already established, (that Jesus Christ is the head of man), this 

verse could be read like this, "A man should not wear anything nor act in any manner that 
would keep his life from reflecting that it is truly under the authority and government of 
Jesus Christ!  Because Jesus was and is the image and glory (the logos) of God!" 
 
1. A Christian should never act in a way that would misrepresent or dishonor the Lord. 
2. Especially in his leadership role with his wife. 

 
B. A CHRISTIAN MAN'S AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY 

 
V. 1Co 11:11-12  However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man, nor is man 

independent of woman.  (12)  For as the woman originates from the man, so also the 
man has his birth through the woman; and all things originate from God. 

 
A. A marriage "In the Lord" has no room for independence! 

 
1. A marriage where either spouse thinks, "I don't need them, I can get by just fine 

without them", is not a Christian marriage! 
a) It is just an "arrangement" of married singles. 

2. Likewise, a marriage where either spouse thinks they are superior to the other is 
not a Christian marriage. 
a) Without women, there would be no men! 
b) Without men, there would be no women! 
c) Without the Lord there would be neither! 

(1) Should a man think he is superior just because he was born male? 
(2) Should a woman think she is superior just because she is female? 

(a) For either sex to look down their nose at the other is a slap in 
the face to the Lord, the Creator of both!  
(i) Gen 1:27 NKJV  God created man in His own 

image, in the image of God He created him; male 
and female He created them. 

      
B. Since in the Lord's government - man is the "head" of woman what does that mean? 

 
1. Our answer is in the way Jesus fulfilled his role as "head" of man. 
2. Php 2:5-8 NKJV  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,  (6)  

who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with 
God,  (7)  but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  (8)  And being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the 
point of death, even the death of the cross. 
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a) It wasn't "competitive" or robbery for Jesus to say that he and the father 
were one, because they were! 
(1) But He willingly laid all that down to become a servant to the 

purposes of the Lord's government. 
(a) Although He had rights and privileged connected to His role as 

"head" over man, he laid them down in order to show mankind 
His love in a tangible way. 

(b) Eph 5:25-27 tells us that the Lord loves His bride (the Church) 
and sacrificed His own life for it.  And now He sees it as 
spotless and without blemish. 

(c) For a Christian husband to have respect and authority in his 
home, he too must follow Christ's example as servant. 

(2) Although he has certain "obligations" and even "rights" connected to 
his authority as head over his wife, he must be willing to lay them 
down in order to show love. 
(a) We must be willing to give our lives in service to our mates! 
(b) Then Paul goes on to tell husbands that is the expression a 

husbands authority or "headship" should have. 
(i) An expression of sacrificial love! 

 
VI. CONCLUSION 
 

A. I Corinthians 11:3 . . .  the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman 
should still be Christ as He lives through her Godly husband. 

 
1. Many of us men need to ask our wife's forgiveness! 

a) For "lording over her" with an ungodly attitude. 
2. We need to ask for the Lord's forgiveness for misrepresenting Him. 

a) Along with authority comes responsibility.  Can our wives honestly say that 
she sees Jesus in the way we treat her? 

3. We need to make a recommitment to our wives and the Lord! 
a) Men, ask your wife to pray for you! 


