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1CORINTHIANS 
 
 

SEEING THINGS CLEARLY 
1 CORINTHIANS 04 

 
 
I. THE PRIDEFUL CHURCH 

A. The church in Corinth had fallen into the trap of conformity – lost sight of their mission 

1. 1Co 3:1-3  And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but 
as to carnal, as to babes in Christ.  (2)  I fed you with milk and not with solid food; 
for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able;  
(3)  for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among 
you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men? 
2. Acting like mere men - worship the creation, not the creator – at the heart of the 
culture in the wealthy port city of Corinth 

a) Divisions, gossip, power struggles (remnants of the old nature) – Blended 
right in with the culture  
b) James 1:6 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and 
every evil thing are there. 

3. Paul deals with foundational issues first – core issues that are the cause of the 
symptoms 

a) Pride - Stunting their spiritual growth – blinding them, distorted view of self 
and a distorted view of self 
b) Augustine wrote -  Two cities have been formed by two loves: the earthly 
by the love of self, even to the contempt of God; and the heavenly by the love of 
God, even to the contempt of self. The former, in a word, glories in itself, the 
latter in the Lord. For the one seeks glory from men; but the greatest glory of the 
other is God, the witness of our conscience. The one lifts up its head in its own 
glory; the other says to its God, “Thou art my glory, and the lifter up of my head” 
(Psalm 3:3). 
c) Letter provides clarity – like the eye wash in the science room  

B. The American church is in desperate need of this clarity  

1. A heard a pastor call this letter 1 Californians, but we can apply it to any major 
American city – the similarities between the Greco-Roman culture and its influence on 
the church are striking 
2. Paul birthed this church, he is their spiritual father – these are the words of a 
loving father who is begging his children to stop settling  
3. We don’t have time for these silly games – we are still on this earth for one 
reason, to lift up the name of Jesus!  
4. In chapter 4 Paul describes what it means to be spiritually mature 

 



II. UNDERROWER 

1Co 4:1  Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of 
God.  
 

A. Consider us – Paul will later write imitate me   

1. Sounds a little conceited – “don’t think of yourself more highly than you ought” – 
“You say I am of Paul or I am of Apollos”  

 
2. 1 Cor 11:1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ. – Follow my pattern of life 
in as much as it follows the pattern of Jesus’ life 

a) What is that patten of life? 1 Cor 3:5 Who then is Paul, and who is 
Apollos, but ministers (servants) through whom you believed, as the Lord 
gave to each one? 

B. Servants of Christ and Stewards of the Mysteries of God  

1. Servants – a under-rower and then came to mean some who performed intense 
manual labor 

a) Spiritual leadership is servanthood – Jesus demonstrated that clearly 
(1) It is often a thankless job, sometimes the people you love and 
serve at best will repay you with neglect, at worst evil 
(2) That’s exactly what we signed up for   

C. Stewards of the mysteries of God 

1. Steward – estate manager – estates were large and often the master would 
leave for extended periods of time  

a) Stewards would act in their stead managing the household – it didn’t 
belong to them but they were to treat it with the same care as the master 

2. What are we stewarding? What has been given into our care? The Mysteries of 
God 
3. 1 Cor 2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom 
which God ordained before the ages for our glory, 8 which none of the rulers of 
this age knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory. 9 But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered 
into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love 
Him.” 10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. 
4. We are given the gospel and we are to dispense of it, it is not our story, we didn’t 
come and die for mankind, we are simply stewards of the truth of Jesus 

D. Who are we serving? - we are servants of Christ not of man – we aren’t serving for the 
accolades or pats on the back or public acknowledgment – we serve because it honors Jesus 

1. Jonathan Edwards said to his congregation - I am your servant but you are not 
my master. 
2. When we come to church and set up chairs, or teach the children, or monitor the 
parking lot we’re not doing it for the pastors, or the directors, or even the visitors, we are 
doing it for Jesus. 

a) That is the tonic for feeling underappreciated, unnoticed – this isn’t for the 
approval of man – so many ministries today are fueled by man’s approval – that 
is not a Christ-like servant  

 



3. The cure for the church in Corinth and the church in America is found in these 
words – we are servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God 
4. What a radical departure from what was going on in Corinth – their aspirations to 
be important, to be thought of highly, to make a name for themselves – Paul says looks 
at us – we are laborers and Jesus is our master 
5. How are stewards to be judged? 

 
(2)  Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. 
 

E. Found faithful 

1. How do we judge our leaders today? What is the sign of a successful ministry? 
a) Size of the church  
b) Giftings 
c) Personality 

(1) Paul has already said that God gives the increase, our gifts come 
from God, and who created our personality  

2. Verse 2 Paul says “it is required in stewards that one be found faithful” 
a) As Jon Courson has said we are not required to be successful, only 
faithful 
b) Question that must be on my mind – am I being faithful to Jesus and His 
Word 

 
III. GOD WILL JUDGE 

1Co 4:3-5  But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by a human 
court. In fact, I do not even judge myself.  (4)  For I know of nothing against myself, yet I am 
not justified by this; but He who judges me is the Lord.  (5)  Therefore judge nothing before 
the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and 
reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one's praise will come from God. 

 
A. Paul wasn’t a servant of man, he was a servant of Jesus so he wasn’t concerned with 
man’s judgement 

1. He says “I can’t even judge myself!” If we judge ourselves, we tend make 
excuses for the way that we are. Paul knows that if he were to judge himself he would 
not be impartial. 
2. What a freeing place we come to when we are accountable to God alone, we 
seek to please Him alone 

a) Too many believers live under the burden of public opinion – that is too 
heavy of a burden to bear  

 
1Co 4:6-7  Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred to myself and Apollos for 
your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is written, that none of you may 
be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.  (7)  For who makes you differ from another? 
And what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you 
boast as if you had not received it? 
 



B. Puffed up –  

1. Jesus is faithful to break us from this mindset (Peter - I will die by your side - all 
the apostles had to learn that they were completely dependent on Jesus and His Spirit 
for everything) 
2. Part of Jesus’ ministry to his disciples was bringing them into a right 
understanding of who they were, and right understand of who God is 

a) They went from “Who is this who controls the waves to surely this is the 
Son of God 

C. Paul and Apollos were the dream team of ministers 

1. Paul was an expert theologian; Apollos was an extremely charismatic and gifted 
preacher – they were a tour-de-force for the kingdom of God 
2. And they didn’t take credit for any of it! It was all a gift from God.  
3. How many of you earned your salvation? How many of you earned your gifts? 
None of you! Then why are you boasting?!?! 

a) One of the quickest ways for my kids to lose a gift that I just bought them 
is to rub in their siblings face.  

D. You may learn in us not to think beyond what is written – don’t add anything to the 
gospel – people are so hungry for something new, itching ears want something new – a new 
bent on truth, a new idea – a way to fit the Word of God into their “box” 

1. Faithful men, faithfully preaching the Word of God should sound reassuringly 
familiar regardless of the generation, regardless of the culture – the truth is the truth – 
the is one God, one Spirit, and one Lord Jesus Christ – old time preachers apply today 
2. Solid exposition of the Word is timeless  

 
IV. WE ARE WEAK, YOU ARE STRONG 

1Co 4:8  You are already full! You are already rich! You have reigned as kings without us—and 
indeed I could wish you did reign, that we also might reign with you! 
 

A. As Paul writes these words, they are dripping sarcasm - You are already full! You are 
already rich! You have reigned as kings without us! If only you actually did. 

1. The danger of prosperity – extremely difficult to remain dependent on Jesus 
when we don’t know what it means to be desperate for help – when we can’t see our 
deepest needs 
2. You behave like Jesus has already returned, that the messianic kingdom has 
already arrived and there’s no more work to be done. No need to lay down your life for 
others, no need to take on the role of a humble servant. 
3. Meanwhile the apostles pour their lives out for the sake of the gospel 
4. We don’t live in the Messianic Kingdom, we live in a fallen world – we are born 
into a battle, a battle with a set conclusion but a battle none the less – and believers are 
lounging around as if the fight is over, fixed on amusement and entertainment blind to 
the work at hand. 
5. 2Ti 4:5-7  But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work 
of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  (6)  For I am already being poured out as a 
drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand.  (7)  I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

 



B. This mindset creates a situation within the church where a few hands are struggling to 
meet the needs of the many 

1. Family where mom goes to work, comes home, cleans, cooks, and her husband 
and boys spend her money and sit around watching tv – it’s disgusting 

 
 (9)  For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for 
we have been made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men.  (10)  We are fools for 
Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are 
distinguished, but we are dishonored!  (11)  To the present hour we both hunger and thirst, 
and we are poorly clothed, and beaten, and homeless.  (12)  And we labor, working with our 
own hands. Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure;  (13)  being defamed, we 
entreat. We have been made as the filth of the world, the offscouring (scraping from one’s 
shoes) of all things until now. 
 

C. God has displayed us last, we have been made a spectacle to the world 

1. Roman military procession – entered into the city after a great victory 
a) Enter through the decorated main gate - singers - troops - chariots - spoils 
of war -  prisoners in chains - and then finally, those who carried a death 
sentence, march straight into the Olympic stadium 

2. We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you 
are strong! You are distinguished, but we are dishonored! 
3. You guys are spending your time arguing over who is the greatest and some of 
your brothers and sisters in Christ don’t even know where their next meal is coming 
from 
4. Reality is if we have time to bicker and complain and posture and gossip we are 
probably so far from the fight we can’t even hear the sound of battle.  

a) That’s what happens when the church and church goers are more 
concerned about being comfortable than they are about being Christ-like 
b) The curse of prosperity – loss of perspective. We see it with our kids, we 
bless them too much and then they think they deserve it.  

 
V. THE HEART OF A FATHER 

1Co 4:14-16  I do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children I warn you.  
(15)  For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many 
fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.  (16)  Therefore I urge you, 
imitate me. 

 
A. Hear Paul’s sarcasm, hear his admonishment, the weight of his words and it sounds like 
bitterness.  

1. Far from it – it is deeply rooted in love. I do not write these harsh words to shame 
you but to warn you. 

a) There is true joy in surrender, there is true freedom in relinquishing control 
to God, there is peace in unity – You are missing out on the joy of being a 
healthy unified family of believers.  

2. Paul could have passed over Corinth, ignored their problems, and invested in 
healthier church bodies but as a loving father he couldn’t do that 

 



a) We are reminded here that our responsibility as disciple makers doesn’t 
end with the salvation of an individual, that is where it begins – we are to take 
new believers under our wings and teach them the ways of Jesus – imitate me  
b) That is something the pastor on the radio or the pastor on the tv cannot do 
– people literally have ten thousand instructors but what they need desperately is 
local spiritual leaders 

 
1Co 4:17-21  For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful son in 
the Lord, who will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church.  
(18)  Now some are puffed up, as though I were not coming to you.  (19)  But I will come to you 
shortly, if the Lord wills, and I will know, not the word of those who are puffed up, but the 
power.  (20)  For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power.  (21)  What do you want? 
Shall I come to you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of gentleness? 
 

B. Timothy – Paul sends him confidently knowing he has been trained up well, he will be 
an asset to the church in Corinth 

1. As though I were not coming to you – the teacher left the classroom so everyone 
misbehaves but Paul desires to return  
2. For the kingdom of God isn’t talk – it’s power, it’s action – there is plenty of talk 
going on in Corinth and very little power 
3. Talk is cheap – the power of God is transformative – Paul see’s the potential of 
the church in Corinth and begs them get their eyes off of themselves and back on Jesus 
 

 


