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Why
Errorless Teaching procedures can function as one or more motivating
operations, maintaining the frequency of responses on the part of learners which
have resulted in access to currently available reinforcers (establishing
operations) and reducing the frequency of responses which have resulted in
access to escape or avoidance as reinforcers (abolishing operations).
When
Errorless Teaching should be considered in four specific situations: (1) with very
young children with developmental disabilities, including autism, especially if
these children have exhibited a tendency to avoid instructional situations; (2) with
children or adults who have a history of failure with respect to specific academic
tasks or school itself; (3) with children or adults with developmental disabilities,
who exhibit severe aggressive or self-injurious behavior; and, (4) with children
who have experienced any form of abuse.
How
After selecting a task to teach, begin by capturing or contriving a motivating
operation for a mand or presenting a cue for any other task. Then, immediately
(with a zero-second delay) provide a prompt sufficient to evoke the correct
response quickly and easily (e.g., if the learner demonstrates single-word echoic
responses and you are teaching a spoken-word mand, provide an echoic prompt
-- say the word and wait for the learner to repeat it; if the learner demonstrates
motor imitation responses and you are teaching a sign tact, provide a
demonstrate prompt -- demonstrate the sign and wait for the learner to imitate it;
if the learner demonstrates neither type of response and you are teaching a
receptive ID, provide a full hand-over-hand prompt until the learner cooperates
with the prompt and the correct response occurs). If the correct response occurs
and you are teaching a mand, provide immediate access to the requested item or
activity. If you are teaching a tact, a receptive ID, or another type of task, provide
an immediate opportunity to mand.
Then, provide additional trials (massed, i.e., one right after the other, or
interspersed, i.e., mixed with trials of other tasks) and try to fade all or part of the
prompt as quickly as you can. If you provided an echoic prompt, fade the prompt
across an increasing time-delay (begin by waiting for the response to occur for .5
seconds). If you provided a demonstration prompt, fade the prompt across
topography (begin by providing a demonstration of all but the last part of
response and wait .5 seconds for the response to occur). If you provided a hand-
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over-hand prompt, fade the prompt across topography (begin by providing handover-hand guidance for all but the last part of the response and wait for .5
seconds for the response to occur).
If the correct response occurs with less prompt, and you are teaching a mand,
provide an additional amount or duration of the requested item or activity. If you
are teaching a tact, a receptive ID, or another type of task, provide an immediate
opportunity to mand. If the correct response does not occur, and you are
teaching a mand, do not provide access to the requested item or activity. If you
are teaching another type of task, do not provide an opportunity to mand. Rather,
repeat the trial and the prompt with no time delay or with a demonstration or
hand-over-hand prompt for the entire response. Then, within the next few trials,
begin to fade the prompt again by reinstating the .5 second time delay or the
demonstration or hand-over-hand prompt of all but the last part of response and
the .5 second wait. Gradually fade the time delay and the wait to 1 second.
Gradually fade the demonstration or hand-over-hand prompt from all but the last
part of the response to all but the last several parts of the response to no part of
the response at all. Continue with these procedures until the correct response
occurs without prompts and within 1 second on 5-6 consecutive trials which have
been interspersed with trials of other tasks and a single probe trial for three
consecutive days.
If the correct response does not occur on subsequent trials, do not provide
access to requested items or activities or an opportunity to mand. Simply provide
additional trials interspersed with trials of other tasks. When the correct response
occurs again and it's a mand, provide access to the requested item or activity.
With any other type of task, provide an opportunity to mand.
References
The overwhelming majority of studies report that errorless teaching results in
more rapid acquisition of targeted skills and substantial reductions in the
frequency of problem behaviors.
Born-Miller, K. L. (2002). The use of an errorless teaching procedure to teach
children with autism for whom trial-and-error teaching has failed. ProQuest
Information & Learning. Dissertation Abstracts International: Section B: The
Sciences and Engineering, 63(4-B), 2088.
Brownjohn, M. D. (1988). Acquisition of makaton symbols by a young man with
severe learning difficulties. Behavioural Psychotherapy, 16(2), 85-94.
Ducharme, J. M., & DiAdamo, C. (2005). An errorless approach to management
of child noncompliance in a special education setting. School Psychology
Review, 34(1), 107-115.
Duffy, L. A., & Wishart, J. G. (1994). The stability and transferability of errorless
www.poac.net

learning in children with down's syndrome. Down Syndrome: Research &
Practice, 2(2), 51-58.
Duffy, L., & Wishart, J. G. (1987). A comparison of two procedures for teaching
discrimination skills to down's syndrome and non-handicapped children. British
Journal of Educational Psychology, 57(3), 265-278.
Duker, P. C. (1981). Prevention of incorrect responding for establishing
instruction following behaviours. Journal of Mental Deficiency Research, 25(1),
25-32.
Ellis, W. D., Ludlow, B. L., & Walls, R. T. (1978). Learning, transfer, and retention
of errorless fading versus trial-and-error teaching. Psychological Reports, 43(2),
553-554.
Etzel, B. C., & LeBlanc, J. M. (1979). The simplest treatment alternative: The law
of parsimony applied to choosing appropriate instructional control and errorlesslearning procedures for the difficult-to-teach child. Journal of Autism and
Developmental Disorders, 9(4), 361-382.
Gibson, A. N., & Schuster, J. W. (1992). The use of simultaneous prompting for
teaching expressive word recognition to preschool children. Topics in Early
Childhood Special Education, 12(2), 247-267.
Graff, R. B., & Green, G. (2004). Two methods for teaching simple visual
discriminations to learners with severe disabilities. Research in Developmental
Disabilities, 25(3), 295-307.
Griffiths, K., & Griffiths, R. (1976). Errorless establishment of letter
discriminations with a stimulus fading procedure in pre-school children.
Perceptual and Motor Skills, 42(2), 387-396.
Heflin, L. J., & Alberto, P. A. (2001). Establishing a behavioral context for
learning for students with autism. Focus on Autism and Other Developmental
Disabilities, 16(2), 93-101.
Johnson, C. M. (1977). Errorless learning in a multihandicapped adolescent.
Education & Treatment of Children, 1(1), 25-33.
Keilitz, I., & Frieman, J. (1970). Transfer of training following errorless
discrimination learning. Journal of Experimental Psychology, 85(2), 293-299.
Lambert, J. (1979). [Experiments with errorless discrimination learning]. Enfance,
No 2, 107-132.
Luciano, M. C. (1986). Acquisition, maintenance, and generalization of

www.poac.net

productive intraverbal behavior through transfer of stimulus control procedures.
Applied Research in Mental Retardation, 7(1), 1-20.
McIlvane, W. J., & Stoddard, T. (1981). Acquisition of matching-to-sample
performances in severe retardation: Learning by exclusion. Journal of Mental
Deficiency Research, 25(1), 33-48.
Moore, R., & Goldiamond, I. (1964). Errorless establishment of visual
discrimination using fading procedures. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of
Behavior, 7(3), 269-272.
Neisworth, J. T., Madle, R. A., & Goeke, K. E. (1975). "Errorless" elimination of
separation anxiety: A case study. Journal of Behavior Therapy and Experimental
Psychiatry, 6(1), 79-82.
Prather, D. C. (1971). Trial-and-error versus errorless learning: Training, transfer,
and stress. American Journal of Psychology, 84(3), 377-386.
Schilmoeller, G. L., Schilmoeller, K. J., Etzel, B. C., LeBlanc, J. M. (1979).
Conditional discrimination after errorless and trial-and-error training. Journal of
the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 31(3), 405-420.
Terrace, H. S. (1963). Errorless transfer of a discrimination across two continua.
Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 6(2), 223-232.
Touchette, P. E. (1971). Transfer of stimulus control: Measuring the moment of
transfer. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 15(3), 347-354.
Walsh, B. F., & Lamberts, F. (1979). Errorless discrimination and picture fading
as techniques for teaching sight words to TMR students. American Journal of
Mental Deficiency, 83(5), 473-479.
Weeks, M., & Gaylord-Ross, R. (1981). Task difficulty and aberrant behavior in
severely handicapped students. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 14(4),
449-463.

www.poac.net

