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Using the New Poverty Data*

September 10, 2013

Co-sponsored by

*Not only poverty

How to use data on
• Income and employment

• Inequality

• Health insurance

• Educational attainment

• Racial/ethnic disparities

• Cost of rent

• Food hardships

and more

To make the case against cuts and for investments



9/10/2013

2

Jared Bernstein

Jared Bernstein has been a Senior Fellow 
at the Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities since May 2011.  From 2009 –
2011, he was Chief Economist and 
Economic Advisor to Vice President Joe 
Biden and executive director of the White 
House Task Force on the Middle Class.  
His blog, On the Economy, is a model of 
clarity about complex and critical 
economic issues.

Deborah Weinstein

Deborah Weinstein has been 
executive director of the 
Coalition on Human Needs since 
2003.  Before that she was 
director of the Family Income 
Division at the Children’s 
Defense Fund.  Debbie has been 
helping advocates use Census 
and other data to combat 
poverty and hardship for more 
than two decades.
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Ellen Teller

Ellen Teller, our moderator, is director of 
government affairs at the Food Research 
and Action Center (FRAC).  She joined 
FRAC in 1986 as a staff attorney, and 
previously worked at the American Bar 
Association and the Center for Science in 
the Public Interest.

Ellen is Chair of the Coalition on Human 
Needs’ Board of Directors, and a tireless 
coalition-builder.

Ready, Set…Poverty Day!
What to look for and what to expect

Jared Bernstein

CBPP

9/10/13

bernstein@cbpp.org

mailto:bernstein@cbpp.org
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So, What Drives Changes in the Poverty Rate?

• Long-term or Short-term?

• Year-to-year, changes in OFFICIAL rate driven by:
• Inflation, (~2% last year, no biggie)

• Economic growth, up ~3%, not bad, but…INEQUALITY WEDGE

• Transfers that are counted in official rate (e.g., yes: UI benefits, no: SNAP 
benefits)

• Unemployment, down from 8.9% to 8.1%, but again, a mixed bag…

• Longer Term: Inequality, Wage Trends, Growth, Safety Net, 
Demographics, Education, Family Structure, Race/Ethnicity

Juxtapose: “First, the banks had another banner quarter in terms of profits, up $42 billion, or 

23 percent from last year. News reports emphasized lower loan losses, meaning the banks had to 
mark down or charge off fewer nonperforming loans. That increases the share of their capital that 
they can put to work spinning off profits, something they are very good at.

At the other end of the economy were the striking fast-food workers, calling for an increase in their 
pay to $15 an hour (the average for these workers is around $9, up from $8.66 in 2009).”

From: The Audacity of the Fight for Higher Wages, NYT Economix blog.

More on the Role of Inequality 

http://www.latimes.com/business/money/la-fi-mo-bank-profit-fdic-economy-20130829,0,7591833.story?track=rss
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/08/29/fast-food-workers-strike-for-higher-pay-in-nearly-60-cities/2726815/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/money/business/2013/08/28/low-wage-workers/2711379/
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Putting it all together…

• I expect that the poverty rate fell slightly last year as economy 
improved but too little of that improvement reached the poor—
maybe ~14.7%.  Downside risk?

• Don’t forget household income results.

• The question, “how is the economy doing?” is increasingly 
meaningless.

• Whose economy are we talking about?

• For at least a day, we talk about the economy of folks struggling to 
make ends meet.  (The rest of the time, it’s the stock market every 
five minutes…IKR!)

Continued…

• Are you sick of playing defense?  Do you really believe it’s the 
expansion of the SNAP rolls in the worst downturn since the GD that’s 
holding back America? (Economic elites: you want less people on 
SNAP?  Stopping screwing up the economy!)

• The poor are decidedly not using the safety net as a hammock; such 
an argument is non-sensical in a “demand-constrained” economy.

• The people I know, poor and otherwise, want to work and provide for 
their families.  Record of that “elasticity” is strong.

• So, how do we reduce poverty in America?  Easy, jobs that pay.  And 
that means both demand-side policies and work supports.
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Using the New Poverty Data

Deborah Weinstein
September 10, 2013

Questions the data can answer:

• Poverty – in 2008 we were in the Great Recession.  How bad is 
it in 2012?

• Have SNAP, UI, tax credits reduced poverty?

• Income – has income continued to slide for most people?  Has 
inequality continued to widen?  

• Health insurance – early signs of the impact of the Affordable 
Care Act?  
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More questions

• Rent hardships - how many people are paying more than 30 
percent of their income on rent?

• Food hardships – are more people using SNAP? How many are 
food insecure?

• Education - of those who haven’t finished high school, how 
many are poor?  Unemployed?

Answers

• On September 17 and 19, the Census Bureau will release 
survey data for 2012:

• Sept. 17:  Current Population Survey (CPS) – national and some state data.

• Sept. 19:  American Community Survey (ACS) – state, local data (including 
congressional district).

• USDA has already released national food insecurity data for 
2012.  
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Looming Deadlines

• September 30:
end of federal fiscal year

• October 15:
debt limit is reached

• November? 
December?

In your state,

Bad News

• Poverty, joblessness and food 
insecurity have risen since the 
recession year of 2008.

• Income and earnings for the lowest-
income groups declined.

• Children and communities of color are 
disproportionately poor.

• More households paying  high % of 
income on rent.

Better News

• Poverty and hardship would have been 
worse if not for SNAP, UI, and tax 
credits.

• Fewer children lack health insurance.

• More working-age adults have health 
insurance.

(maybe)
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And yet…

Cuts that prevent progress are happening or 
threatened

• Sequester cuts: 

– education, training

– Head Start

– housing assistance

– senior meals

– federal worker cuts

– Job losses throughout economy

Cuts to dismantle programs that 
help are happening or threatened 

• Massive SNAP/food stamp 
cuts threatened; some cuts 
already scheduled for 
November.

• Threats to de-fund health 
care law; to cut Medicaid.

• Long-term UI has been cut.

• What else might be at risk if 
sequester replaced with 
mandatory program cuts?

The New Data – Part 1

Tuesday, September 17:  Current 
Population Survey release:

• Emphasizes national picture re 
income, poverty, and health 
insurance.  

• Will have some state data (but 
sample not large enough for 
state data by race/ethnicity).

Likely key points:  

• Income, poverty progress since 
Great Recession too slow – too 
many left behind.

• Health insurance improvements:  
thanks, ACA!

• Millions lifted out of poverty by 
SNAP, UI, tax credits.
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To get CPS data, go to www.census.gov 

Click on  People pull-down menu; then click on Poverty.

Click on new report

Look at brief highlights, press release, tables and figures.

For state data, go to Detailed Tables, POV46

2012

2012
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POV46:  
Select Weighted Person Count

Below 100 and 125% of FPL

All Ages (later, People under 18 years of age)

To get CPS Health Insurance data, go to www.census.gov 

Click on  People pull-down menu; then click on Health 
Insurance.
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Click on Historical Tables

Select HIB-4 Health Insurance Coverage Status and Type of Coverage by State--All 
Persons: 1999 to 2011

To get CPS Income data, go to www.census.gov 

Click on  People pull-down menu; then click on Income.
Keep it simple:  look at press release; focus on national data 
and on income inequality data.
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2012 report will probably have analysis of anti-poverty 
effect of key programs, like last year.
Was in Census Bureau’s slide presentation of findings.

Help is on the way

• We will send all webinar 
registrants state tables and key 
facts on September 17, with 
thanks to the Center on Budget 
and Policy Priorities.

• For most uses, that will be timely.
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The New Data:  Part 2

Thursday, September 19:

American Community Survey:

Large sample allowing 1-year 
estimates for populations over 
65,000 – states, counties, 
congressional districts, cities…
Big enough for racial/ethnic 
breakdowns.

Likely key points:
• Comparisons from 2008 (full 

recession year) to 2012:  
– Poverty still high (esp. for 

children, racial/ethnic groups)
– Rising proportions in low-

income groups; declining 
proportions at higher 
incomes (except maybe at 
very top) 

– Health insurance progress
• Poverty higher for those with less 

education
• High/increasing numbers paying 

35% or more of income on rent
• Increase in SNAP similar to 

increase in unemployment

Go to www.census.gov;  click on Data pull-down 

menu, then click on American Factfinder.

Go to www.census.gov

30

http://www.census.gov/
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Click on “Advanced Search”

Click on “Topics,” “Year” – select 2012 ACS.

Click on “Geographies” – select your state.

Click on “Product Type” – select “Comparison Profiles” 

Comparison profile will show  change over time, from 
2008 to 2012 – will show whether change is significant.



9/10/2013

17

Click on “Geographies” – select “State”
pick your state – this example, California

Then Click on “Close” in upper right corner (not visible on this slide).  Your 
selections show up on upper left – to get rid of a selection, click on the X.

Economic Comparison Profile

Note that the percentage of households  rises over time  up through 
$49,999.  Above that, percentage declines.  In some states, proportions  
start rising at higher income levels.

Asterisk means not 
due to chance
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Poverty Comparisons Over Time

Still from Economic Comparison Profile – public 
benefits.  Yes, SNAP has risen substantially.
But so has unemployment and poverty.

SNAP up 163% from 2008 to 2011.  Unemployment up 159%.  
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Selected Housing Characteristics
Nearly half of Michigan households are paying 35% or 
more of their income on rent – that proportion has been 
rising.

Racial/Hispanic Breakdowns are available
for the most recent year.
Select Advanced Search, Click on Geographies, select 
state or locality, Click on  Race and Ethnic Groups –
select Hispanic, may be of any race; White alone, 
Black/African American alone or in combination, and/or 
other categories – remember to “Add” each selection.
Will take you to Selected Population Profile (S0201)
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Other ready-made tables available
Ranking Tables:  Child Poverty:

Other data you can use:

Poverty by Educational Attainment

Detailed table:  B17003

POVERTY STATUS IN THE PAST 12 
MONTHS OF INDIVIDUALS BY SEX BY 
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT (for people 
over age 25)

For males, add together “less than high 
school grad” below poverty and above 
poverty =

521,993.  21.4% of all Illinois men who 
hadn’t finished HS were poor.  (111,886 
divided by 521,993.)

Contrast:  4% of men with Bachelor’s 
degrees were poor.
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Food Insecurity Data:  USDA

Household Food Security in the United States in 2012 – released earlier this 
month (September)
Findings:
• 14.5% of households food insecure in 2012; about the same as in 2011.
• Very low food security (hunger):  5.7%.
• Children food insecure in 10% of households with children.
• Typical food-secure household spent 26% more on food than did food-

insecure household.
• State data in report.
• Food insecurity rose after 2007, with the Recession.  Has stayed up, but did 

not continue to rise.  SNAP benefits helped.

Likely Lessons; Policy Connections

Data Probably Show:

• Incomes have eroded since the Recession 
for the poor and near poor, and for the 
middle class, too.

• Poverty persists at shamefully high levels.

• Too little education means higher levels of 
poverty.

• Rent too high for rising % of households.

• Progress in health insurance.

• Holding the line on food insecurity.

Data Show Harm from Cuts:

• Need more jobs – sequester is cutting 
them; govt. shutdown will cut more.

• Again, need jobs, more hours of work, 
higher wages.

• Sequester cutting education.

• Sequester cutting rent vouchers.

• Campaign to de-fund Affordable Care Act.

• Cantor bill slashes SNAP by $40b – denies 
SNAP to 4-6 million people.
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Time to Make Some Noise

Use the data:

• In a letter to your Rep and 
Senators

• In a brief report your 
organization releases

• In a letter to the editor

• In a Tweet chat

• In meetings with members of 
Congress or staff

We can help

• We’ll forward Center on Budget tables and brief analyses by us 
and other experts, tying the new data to info about sequester 
impacts

• If you tell us you want it, we’ll send talking points for letters to 
the editor

• If your org will release it, we’ll send a brief report with state-
specific data

• Everyone should send the email to Congress
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Congressional Recklessness

Some in Congress are willing to 
shut down government or cripple 
our nation’s capacity to pay its bills 
– in order to extort drastic cuts and 
de-fund the health care law while 
adding $ to the Pentagon and 
refusing new revenues.

The new data will be 
powerful additional evidence of 
how reckless it is to push our nation 
to the precipice – use it!

Upcoming…

• On September 17 and 19, go to 
www.census.gov for their releases, and watch 
for emails from CHN – also look at CHN’s 
website (www.chn.org) for frequent updating 
of expert analyses from many organizations.

• Let us know if you put out a press statement, 
opinion piece, blog, LTE, or hold an event – we 
will post your release or press clip on CHN’s 
website!

• Week of September 23 or 30:
Webinar with update about Congressional 
Crunchtime.
Watch for announcement!

• Join us for a tweetchat with Debbie Weinstein 
on what the new Census data really means on 
Tuesday, September 24th at 2PM eastern time. 

• Sign up for more info about the tweetchat: 
http://bit.ly/17np0Vk

• Follow @CoalitiononHN & @MomsRising on 
Twitter

• Tweet your questions on 9/24 at 2PM EDT 
using the hashtag #PovertyDay2013
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Thanks!

To our co-sponsors:

The Children’s Leadership 
Council and

Community Action Partnership

To our generous funders:

The Annie E. Casey Foundation

The George Gund Foundation

The Bauman Foundation

Anonymous

And to you!

Thanks for all 
you do.
Contact us at www.chn.org;
dweinstein@chn.org


