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Chapter 2: A Day and a Night iibisce
Veterissmiled as Fidel curled comfortably around his feet. Sufi, Iso, and Euclid sat

across from Veteris as the breeze chilled their necks. They watched jealously, thinking Fid
must be far warmer than they were. The wolfhound was old but still had a let axfidif
fur to keep him going. Veteris leaned against a wall that groaned in the wind.

0S0,0 I so scratched at his favorite s
head. |l so frowned, moved away fr ommdaer a
what happened?¢6

Veteris raised his eyebrow at the s ma
|l i ke, spread out ?56

0Spread out?d6é6 I so | ooked down narrow
marked with deep holes from disasters long ago. lagimad the stacks of fallen stone and
crumbled walls killed off anyone that once lived here. Light crinkling sounds from unsee
tiny creatures in the dark reminded him that the small stones and beaten walls still held son]
i f e. | sobds ey®osd sgrsew uwirddenaedt hée m. He

side. o0Doesndt spreading out mean there

Euclid shrugged, oMaybe he means they

oLi ke Bjarmal and?6 Sufi added.
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Iso mutteredi n d e r his breat h, 0So where can

though responding to his criticism, a gust of wind howled between the buildings. Iso shut i
mouth and tried to stop his chat andtheyng
huddled closer together. Old Veteris rubbed his thin arms and wiggled his feet further
beneath Fidel ds warm tummy.

o0oCome now! Youdre al/l much too young
up, looking more comical than serious. His eyes bulgédheshind his thick glassesd

his mustache twitched beneath his nose. With the bursts of wind, it was hard to tell if the aj

=

pushed his mustache or he wiggled it hims
or Disce. o

Sufi added sarcastically odesetaend snakes andébéd

|l so | aughed, OAnd as bad as Bjar mal an|d
shivered into Sufids side, i1 gnoring the |
thought the same thidghelter. Only amof the buildings showed any hope. It still had four
walls and only a few holes in each.

Veteris rose with creaking joints. He took the spot nearest the window inside the olc
building. The kids cleared spaces on the floor as far from the wind as tie¥ircduSand
covered everything. The ground was slowly swallowing the place. One day, Sufi supposed,
the proud Lead Foot Wall would be burieahd no one would ever know it was there.
Underneath the sand like a dark secret, it may never be told. Shequlapyio the floor,

thoughts turning dismal. Two more plumes of sand flew up as Iso and Euclid joined her.
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Veteris smiled at them. oDondt mope vy

more. 6 He rose his hand t o otbhck amdisboerbging e

comment. OAfter all, the skyo6s the | i mit|.

at them through a hole in the ceiling. Dusk had moyeddrthe two moon pieces could
clearly be seen.

Euclid and Iso scooted across tberffor a better view. The buildings blocked some
of the vievg but the emerging light of stars twinkled in their eyes. The sight caused Euclid

to dr eam, OYou know, it would be great t

remember a storylehar d. . . 6 His friends perked up,\

0Grandma Resu, 6 he began.

0Grandma Resu?0 Veterisd face scrunch
his wrinkles dance in amusement asofthdre e
| eaders that overthrew Disceds oppressor
begged Euclid to keep going.

0Okay, well, Grandma Re 1dé S
this thing, a telescope. It would help her see stuff far awe
| mean,itcdudndét see the moon ¢ ot
i mitéeo

Sl owly grinning, Sufi I35 0 Euc¢

if we were going to go somewhere else, weuldneed to
check things out first. What better way to see far away tha

build one of those telesces ? 6
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|l so groaned and fell onto his bacyoutake Al r
me all the way tdiscenow we havetogotothek? 6 Eucl i d and Sufi
and eye rolls at | s ochukletl. denkndwi jastrasdebthatfsd a i n
was equally as curious to find out what was outthere ¥aét s s ai d i n esl oV
says we have to leave. Sleep tonight and tomorrow we look for anything we can use to

build a telescope, just to | ook. 6
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Chapter 3:Exploration

1 Let's say theve
5 a lot wove out

; e - the
KIsitsafe N SYomach.
heve? Y ‘ Adventuve
€15 the
Soul.
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Chapter 4. Fidel Volunteers
The small group sat huddled in their new house. Vateently pet Fidel as he

t hought about the next steps in their pl
good idea. But we have to see what kind of materials were left behind. Might have to do
some digging. o

oWhat we need,idasshefbiew gif a strand of heht®lared hair.
0l s s ome waliingthings Ean sudiivecttiere® i f

Euclid sighed and pushed at his eyes with his palms. He looked up at his friend
0Come on Sufi! None of Isaganids 00 rgueh, Indg haveAcs
agree with him. We just dondt know whatoo
and figure out some way for it to send wu
head. oO0OWe coul d d elairmi mag ltohti ng, owes hsee nrte p |

Fi del sneezed | oudl vy, dust continued
hand. The large dog stepped towards the middle of the circle, stretching his legs awkwardly.
Hisnosetwitched uncontrollably, causing tis@ringe at him distrustfully. Veteris hummed,
oblivious to his dogds movements and how

The dog returned to his owner and nud
Veteris chuckl ed, 0iSnig tFda dged.i Cani s her

oWho?0lIlsasked

OFidel , 6 replied Euclid. Il n response
with slow but apparent enthusiasm. The dog stopped just short of Euclid, sniffing him loud|
Euclid thought about petting the dog but justest into his eyes. Euclid stood up for the

dog, oOWe coul d never send Fidel. Wh a t i f

PickN-Learn (vww.picknlearn.o)g Pagel5 of 41

mu

t C



http://www.picknlearn.org/

oWhat if we dondot make it?d6 asked Suf]

OAbsol ut el y n tuiedais eyes iram SHfitacBHudliddand back again.
Fidel did the same, as though he too understood the debate.

Veteris stood, waving his ar wesonahas bo't
been made for some particular vkoIfthe desire for that workas been put igourheart
then itis notworkatal. Thi s may j ust b edtwdoandtoiexploredn F i

to lead where we canngfo until we car.

00r maybe he is just a dog and doesnddl
growlcame from somewhere in the back of Fide
0Sounds | ike he knows to me, 6 smiled Sufli
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Chapter 5:Collapse
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Chapter 6: Messages to Home
Veterisquietly pet Fidel as the kids somberly watched. His leg throbbed like it was

in a vice. Waves of pain continuously pulsed through his leg. He kept a straight face so th¢
three friends would not worry oV entaboutm.

their plans was clear on his face, he was unusually optimistic. Still, his anxiety over the

situation caused him to continue to run at the growing bald spot on the left side of his head.

He coul dndét help it, noandsawayer how much
MeanwhileEuclid was still worried and it was apparent on his face. He worked to
make Veteris comfortabl e, but didndt kno

to send Fidel into space. Every now and then he would start rockingniolfckth, deep
in through, his breathing coming in short bursts. Throughout it all, Veteris smiled and ke
petting Fidel as he looked at his new young friends.
oThis is bad, right?6 | so was the fir
Sanet hing can happen. Anything! It doesnd
next? What if we go into space and the cabin leaks, or something arcpiedé Our
parents wil | never know what happened to
No one had anything to say. Thelywanted to reassure Iso and stop his panicking
and overreacting. However, his | ast conc
qui ver. ol know itds not mu c h, but may b

something secretsonooneelseafd s out ?0

Sufi shrugged, o0That would be good. E
togotoeachof our houses. We need to get out ¢
| so offered anot her i dea, oWe coul d s
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OAnd | eave Veteris?06 astbkestidn. Eucl i d but

Veteris groaned as he tried to shift hi

of you get caught, or overheardé Wel |, I

three gulped at the memory of the extremely strict laws in BjarmaRaghrdless of their

youth, execution was stil/l in the books.
Their previously distressed gazes looked backto Vetaris h r eki ndl ed
here, 6 he patted his | oyal friendods head
Euclid frowned and furrowed his eyes

Veteris grinned back at them. Waving
sendtk se messages in secret. Even i f someo
able to read them. It will look like symbols and gibberish, see? If you sent a regular letter
or letter and the key, it could easily be understood. So just leave the mebsage
somewhere, for them to find, or somewhere they would go. They get the key to understan(
your letters and know where to find them. We get a head start, while also comforting your

families. o6
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Sufi stared off i nto weceulddliusetdifencoteodess ¢
so no one can read them all Okay! Where

|l so huffed and began wringing his han
write them on the wall ! On eHelfraveedandglanced o r
around, eyes searching dark shadows 00O
going to read. o

Sufi and Euclid rolled their eyes at
with our cipher! o6 said Sufi
oWhy dbwwgsato send the dog?06 asked Eucl
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Chapter 7:Finishing the Messages

Thanks
£ov €ixi
wy Qooﬁ"ﬂ3 \

You wmust
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with \Jou
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b heve!
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