
What is a Connector?

Simply, something that connects learning opportunities. Since that is pretty broad, let’s look
at a few examples of connectors with reference to a “main story”:

Connectors are bridges between learning opportunities. If we are teaching the quadratic
equation and use a video on the quadratic equation, that video is not a connector. It might
reinforce learning objectives but does not overtly bridge to a new learning opportunity.
However, if you used a video that uses the quadratic equation to calculate the speed of a boat
moving downstream versus upstream, and transition to discussing water current then the
video has connected two different learning opportunities.

Connectors can be overt or subtle and deep. www.picknlearn.org

- A math lesson that overtly aligns to part of the plot of the 
main story
- A historical story that explains where something came 
from or got its name
- An analogy to a character in the main story that 
introduces parallel concepts
- A video that expands on a scientific concept and leads to 
a new idea
- A logic problem that is fundamental to two different 
stories
- A NASA mission that has a similar goal to characters in the 
main story



Connector Example 1: The Hideout

Even without reference to the larger 
story, we can connect any subject to 
our stories. Consider the image at 
right: 
Overt themes: hiding, improvisation, 
scarcity.

Subtle or background themes: ratios, 
areas, knots, patterns, and pulleys.

3rd Level themes: symbolism, topology, geometry, 2D and 3D space, multi-dimensions, 
history of different cultures (Chinese, Buddhist, Celtic, Italian, etc.), and so on.

As such, any subject can be taught and connected. For example, we have these resources:

Math – interlocking circles, interlocking triangles: DOEd. Lesson on shapes, ratios, and 
relations. 
Art - KnotPlot: hands-on jewelry making using knots and mathematical ratios.
Physics – NASA lesson “The Case of the Powerful Pulleys Unit”
English – Creative writing “Who are the Perikids and why are these three afraid of them?”
History – the knot used in sailing, farming, and more in Celtic culture was also a symbol of..


