
Seaton Grantland Tinsley, Clerk for the Confederate Treasury 
Department and Signer of Confederate Notes 

by Charles Derby 

Confederate treasury notes required two 
signatures, those of the Register and 
Treasurer.  Robert Tyler as Register and E. C. 
Elmore as Treasurer signed only the early 
notes, the Montgomery issues, T1 through 
T4, and the first two Richmond issues, T5 and 
T6.  Thereafter, notes were signed by CSA 
clerks for the Register and Treasurer.  In all, 
368 men and women signed Confederate 
notes, for the Register, the Treasurer, or, for 
22 of them, both the Register and Treasurer 
though never on the same note 1. It was a 
prodigious job in which they were expected 
to sign at least 3,200 notes per working day 2. 
Although the names of these signers are 
known from the work of McNeil 1, Thian 3, 
Fricke 4, and others, little is known about 
these men and women, with a few exceptions, 
such as McNeil’s great-great-grandmother, 

Sarah Pelot 2.  This chapter is about one 
Confederate treasury clerk whose signature, 
“S. G. Tinsley,” is present on 18 type notes 
from the first two years of the war.  He was 
Seaton Grantland Tinsley (Fig. 1). 

A Privileged Background 
Seaton Grantland Tinsley was born to 

Thomas Garland Tinsley and Harriet 
Washington Bryan Tinsley on August 13, 
1836, in Hanover County, Virginia, at the 
family homestead and plantation, Totomoi 
(Fig. 2), located ten miles from Richmond 5. 
Seaton was named after his uncle, Seaton 
Grantland, who was also born in Virginia but 
later moved to Georgia and was a U.S. 
Representative from Georgia at the time of 
Seaton’s birth 6,7.  The Virginia Tinsley’s 
were a landed family, descended from 
Thomas Tinsley who arrived in Virginia ca. 
1650, from Yorkshire, England. Thomas had 
received a land grant from the British Crown, 
which he developed into the Totomoi 
plantation and which remains in the Tinsley 
family to this day.  
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Seaton married Frances 'Fannie' William 
Gaines (b. 1836, d. 1921) on May 2, 1860. 
Fannie’s father was Dr. William Fleming 
Gaines, a physician and plantation owner 
from a notable family in northern Virginia. 
William owned Gaines’s Mill in Hanover 
County (Fig. 3), which on June 27, 1862,was 
the site of the Battle of Gaines's Mill (also 
called the First Battle of Cold Harbor or the 
Battle of Chickahominy River) representing 
the third of the Seven Days Battles in the 
Peninsula Campaign of the Civil War. 
Fannie reminisced about the battle and other 
incidents of the war 8. Seaton and Fannie had 
seven children during their marriage. 5,6

As a young man before the war, Seaton 
was a businessman in Richmond, working at 
Richardson & Co., a carpet merchant, and 
with Burton & Greenhow, grocer and 
commission and forwarding merchants 7. 
When the Civil War began, Seaton put his 
business experience and knowledge of the 
Richmond area to good use as an agent in the 
Quartermaster Department of the 
Confederate government, serving in the 
Virginia Peninsula 8. But when the 
Confederate troops evacuated the Peninsula, 
Seaton got a job as clerk in the Treasury 
Department in Richmond 8. It is during 1861 
and 1862 that Seaton put his “S. G. Tinsley” 
on Confederate notes.   

Seaton served as corporal and later 
sergeant in the Virginia Infantry, Company F, 
3rd Battalion, Richmond Local Defense 
Troops 7.  He mustered into the unit in June 
1863, but because of the essential nature of 
his work as clerk in the Treasury, his active 
service in the military was exempted.  This 
exemption was not always easy to obtain and 
required considerable political backing at 
times, especially toward the end of the war: 
For example, documents from December 28, 
1864 7, show that John W. Hall, Chief Clerk 
of the Confederate Treasury Department, 
requested a continuance of the military 
service exemption for Tinsley and 21 other 

Treasury clerks because their work was 
“absolutely indispensable…They are 
engaged on work of the most urgent 
importance, and compose only a skeleton 
organization of the Department, and their 
absence would so obstruct its business as to 
interfere materially with the business of the 
other Departments of the government both 
civil and military.” The request was initially 
rejected because this number of men 
constituted more than half of the Local force. 
So Chief Clerk Hall had to get written support 
from the Secretary of Treasury George 
Trenholm and the Secretary of War James 
Seddon, and together they were able to make 
a case that was approved but only after 
consideration by the top commander of the 
garrison at the Department of Richmond, 
General Richard S. Ewell.  

During the latter part of the war, Seaton 
served directly with General Robert E. Lee, 
since, as explained by Fannie in her 
memoires 8, “Mr. Tinsley knew the country 
[around Richmond and the Virginia 
Peninsula] so well that General Lee had 
taken him from the Treasury Department to 
act as a guide.”  In fact, Seaton Tinsley was 
present with General Lee when he 
surrendered at Appomattox 8,9.  
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Tinsley’s Confederate Notes 
Records from Thian 3 show that Seaton 

Tinsley signed 18 different type notes, all in 
1861 and 1862, from T13 to T52.  These are 
listed in Table 1, and three examples are 
shown in Figure 4. Tinsley signed a total of 
635,253 notes, with a total value of 
$13,048,020 3.  He signed for the Register, 
with six other men who signed for the 
Treasurer. These were, in decreasing 
frequency of signing with Tinsley: F. W. 
(Francis Westwood) Ashby, (Dr.) A. (Albert) 
W. Gray, W. (William) L. Harvey, J. (John) 
W. Jones, H. Kepler, and C. S. Maurice. His 
most common signing partner was Ashby, 
who signed 80% of the notes signed by 
Tinsley. Kepler and Maurice signed the 
fewest with Tinsley, only 3,357 (T18) and 
592 (T37), respectively. 

Tinsley’s name is on five Confederate 
type notes that were counterfeited, according 
to Tremmel 10 and other available data.  Table 
2 lists these: CT13, CT14, SF20, CT28, and 
CT29 10. All are 1861 notes and co-signed by 
Jones or Gray. Two examples are shown in 
Figure 5: CT14 and CT29 notes. Some 
counterfeit notes had printed signatures for 
Tinsley (e.g. CT14 in Fig. 5) and some had 
handwritten forged signatures (e.g. CT29 in 

Fig. 5).  The CT13 and CT14 counterfeits, 
both printed by Hoyer and Ludwig in 
Richmond, were especially numerous and 
infamous: many are easy to detect because 
they had “J. W. Jones” as the co-signer, when 
in fact Jones did not sign any of the genuine 
T13 and T14 notes (see Table 1). The SF-20 
notes were genuine notes printed by B. 
Duncan but stolen and forged with Tinsley 
and Gray signatures 10 – and these too were 
easy to detect since genuine T20 notes were 
co-signed only by Ashby. CT29 notes are 
distinct in having the mistake of the imprint 
reading “R. Duncan” rather than “B. 
Duncan” for the actual printer Blanton 
Duncan. 

Accounts in contemporary Richmond 
newspapers 11,12 and elsewhere 2 tell the story 
of the Hoyer counterfeit and stolen-and-
forged notes. Louis Hoyer, S.G. Tinsley, and 
F.W. Ashby, among others, gave testimony 
before the Confederate Commissioner at 
Richmond about events at the Treasury in 
February 1862 related to $100 and $10 notes, 
which must have been the $100 T13 and the 
$10 T28 or T46 notes since these are the only 
$100 and $10 notes printed by Hoyer & 
Ludwig before March 1862. The account 
follows11: 

Note Type Date Denomination No. of Notes Value Signer for Treasurer (# notes signed by each)
T13 September 2, 1861 $100 56,800 $5,680,000 F. W. Ashby
T14 September 2, 1861 $50 8,800 $440,000 F.W. Ashby (800), A.W. Gray (8,000)
T15 September 2, 1861 $50 1,260 $63,000 A.W. Gray
T18 September 2, 1861 $20 86,201 $1,724,020 F.W. Ashby (44,800), A.W. Gray (38,044), H. Kepler (3,357)
T19 September 2, 1861 $20 800 $16,000 A.W. Gray
T20 September 2, 1861 $20 21,000 $420,000 F.W. Ashby
T22 September 2, 1861 $10 2,400 $24,000 F.W. Ashby (1,600), A.W. Gray (800)
T26 September 2, 1861 $10 78,400 $784,000 F. W. Ashby
T28 September 2, 1861 $10 32,800 $328,000 F.W. Ashby (18,400), A. W. Gray (12,800), J.W. Jones (1,600)
T29 September 2, 1861 $10 33,008 $330,080 F.W. Ashby (6,608), J.W. Jones (26,400)
T30 September 2, 1861 $10 13,600 $136,000 F.W. Ashby
T31 September 2, 1861 $5 1,600 $8,000 F.W. Ashby (800), A.W. Gray (800)
T34 September 2, 1861 $5 9,600 $48,000 FW. Ashby
T36 September 2, 1861 $5 171,200 $856,000 F.W. Ashby
T37 September 2, 1861 $5 34,984 $174,920 F. W.Ashby (34,392), C.S. Maurice (592)
T46 September 2, 1861 $10 20,800 $208,000 F.W. Ashby
T49 December 2nd, 1862 $100 13,200 $1,320,000 W.L. Harvey
T52 December 2nd, 1862 $10 48,800 $488,000 F.W. Ashby (30,400), W.L. Harvey (18,400)

TOTAL 635,253 $13,048,020

Table 1. Confederate Notes Signed by S. G. Tinsley for Register
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Figure 4. Genuine Confederate notes signed by S.G. Tinsley as clerk for the Register, each signed by 
a different clerk for the Treasurer. Top, T15, signed by W.L. Harvey; middle, T26, signed by A.W. 
Gray; bottom, T49, signed by F.W. Ashby. Courtesy of Heritage Auctions. 
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Figure 5. Two examples of counterfeit Confederate notes with S.G. Tinsley’s name. Top, CT14 75I 
with printed signatures. Bottom, CT29 237A with handwritten signatures. Imprint is with “R. Duncan” 
instead of the correct “B. Duncan.” 

Note Type Date Denomination Signer for Treasurer
CT-13 September 2, 1861 $100 J.W. Jones
CT-14 September 2, 1861 $50 J. W. Jones,  A.W. Gray
SF-20 September 2, 1861 $20 A.W. Gray
CT-28 September 2, 1861 $10 A.W. Gray
CT-29 September 2, 1861 $10 J.W. Jones

Table 2. Counterfeit Confederate Notes With Name of S. G. Tinsley for Register
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"Mr. LEWIS [sic] HOYER, 
lithographist, and Messrs. TINSLEY and 
ASHBY, clerks in the Treasury Department, 
were sent for and sworn. 

Messrs. S.G. TINSLEY and F.W. 
ASHBY deposed severally, that it was their 
business to sign Treasury notes, and that the 
signatures on the $100 note before the 
Commission were forgeries.  

The forgery of Mr. TINSLEY's name 
was admirably well executed, but Mr. 
ASHBY's signature was a botch.  

Mr. Hoyer deposed -- I am one of the 
proprietors of the lithographic 
establishment where the Treasury notes are 
printed; early Tuesday morning one of the 
boys came from the office to my house, and 
told me the office had been broken open and 
the stones tampered with; that someone had 
been printing with the ten and hundred 
dollar stone during the night; when I got to 
the office I found that the gum and ink, in 
which it is the practice to roll the stones 
before leaving them at night, had been 
removed, and that one of the piles of paper 
or blank notes had been disturbed; it is the 
practice to keep the unprinted paper loose in 
the room: there were in that room, but under 
the screws, which were locked, about two 
millions of dollars in printed notes; an 
unsuccessful effort had evidently been made 
to get at these notes; this note is not well 
printed; it bears the marks of having been 
done in haste; without an inventory, which 
Mr. Slocum intends taking, we can't tell how 
many notes have been stolen; there is but 
one key to the office, which used to be kept 
by Emil Thume, a boy, who stays at Geese's, 
the foreman -- but as Emil got to the office 
too late, Wm. H. Beal, one of the printers, 
has for the last two weeks been keeping the 
key; Beal resides on Broad-Street; I don't 
know where he keeps the key.  

Commissioner -- That's a bad 
arrangement about the key; the office was 
entered by cutting out the sash in the door, 

and unbarring the door on the inside and 
then breaking the lock.  

The Prisoner's Statement [James Tyrer, 
according to 12] -- I am a member of Capt. 
Hiram Dickinson's company, the Jackson 
Guard; I arrived in Richmond at half-past 
eleven o'clock, from Roanoke Island; 
Wednesday evening I met a member of the 
McCulloch Rangers, who belongs to the 
same regiment I do, and asked him to lend 
me some money; he handed me a hundred 
dollar note and told me if I would get it 
changed he would lend or give me fifteen 
dollars till I should get paid off; I took the 
note in to Mr. Guvernator and he changed 
it, and I gave Pridget his money, retaining 
fifteen dollars; I was surprised when 
arrested by Goodrick.  

The Commissioner adjourned the case 
until tomorrow (Saturday) morning, at 10 
o'clock, and the prisoner was remanded to 
jail.  

From Mr. [B. F.] SLOCUM, the clerk 
who has charge of the lithographic 
establishment, we learned that a first-rate 
workman might, with one lithographic 
stone, print 700 notes in a day, while an 
ordinary workman would not print more 
than 400. Mr. SLOCUM also informed us 
that the man who made use of the stones and 
presses Monday night must have had some 
knowledge of the lithographic art; and said 
that, although he had no actual proof, he 
was morally convinced that he knew who the 
men were who had perpetrated the robbery 
and the forgeries.  

Subsequent testimony 2,12 showed that an 
Italian named John Richardson and George 
Elam were responsible. According to 
Richardson, he and Elam broke into the 
unguarded printing facility during the last 
week of February 1862, printed $1,600 of 
$100 notes and stole eight sheets of unsigned 
$10 notes which they then forged signatures.  
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After he was caught and convicted, 
Richardson, who was called a “doubly-dyed 
scoundrel” because not only did he 
counterfeit Confederate notes but he avoided 
service in the Confederate army because of 
his Italian citizenship, was sentenced to be 
hanged, and after twice receiving reprieves 
from Jefferson Davis, his sentence was 
carried out on August 22, 1862. Elam, on the 
other hand, was released without penalty.  

The Richmond Dispatch opined about 
Richardson that “in losing his life he has paid 
a penalty, the examples of which may deter 
many others from treading in his footsteps.”12 

Tinsley After the War  
Seaton, like other Southerners, had to 

formally request amnesty and pardon from 
the U.S. government. Tinsley required a 
special pardon from President Andrew 
Johnson, since he met the 1st exception to the 
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general pardon:  “All who are or shall have 
been pretended civil or diplomatic officers, 
or otherwise domestic or foreign agents of 
the pretended Confederate Government.” 
Figure 6 shows documentation for Tinsley’s 
pardon and amnesty for his participation in 
the war, including his Amnesty Oath taken on 
June 15, his letter requesting a special pardon 
signed July 15, and the special pardon that 
was granted on July 22, 1865 7. 

For four years after the war, Seaton 
“devoted himself to agricultural pursuits” 9.  
He was then appointed by Samuel C. 
Greenhow, who was Treasurer for the City of 
Richmond and the same Greenhow of Burton 
& Greenhow for whom he worked before the 
War, as Assistant and later Deputy Treasurer 
of the City of Richmond.  Seaton served in 
that capacity for 18 years, until 1887, when 
Greenhow lost favor and his office, and 
Seaton also lost his job 9. He then worked for 
the Virginia Car Service Association 
(involved in the business of railroad cars) 
until his death on January 1, 1901, of heart 
disease, at the age of 64 8. He is buried in 
Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond. 

The Tinsleys, a Family of Signers of 
Southern Currency 

Seaton Tinsley had three relatives that 
were also signers of Southern currency 
during the war.  William Bowe Tinsley was 
Seaton’s cousin (Seaton’s father, Thomas .G. 
Tinsley, and William’s mother, Anne 
Tinsley, were siblings) and signed as Cashier 
for The Bank of Savannah from 1851 to 
1864, using “W. B. Tinsley.” Theodosius 
Davies Tinsley, William Bowe’s son and thus 
Seaton’s first cousin once removed, was an 
18-year old who signed as “T. D. Tinsley” 
nearly 800,000 notes with a face value of 
over $7 million for the state of Georgia in 
1864.  Augustus Merritt, who was married to 
Sarah Augusta Tinsley, William Bowe 
Tinsley’s daughter and T. D. Tinsley’s sister, 
in 1862 signed his own merchant notes in 
Griffin, Georgia, and several denominations 

of notes for the treasurer of the Inferior Court 
of the County of Spalding, Georgia. Each of 
these Tinsley relatives has their own 
interesting story. 
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