
A		PERSONAL		TRAGEDY		‐		MY		COLLECTION		OF		WORLD		PAPER			
MONEY		HAS		BEEN		STOLEN	

     by Carlson R, Chambliss 
 

I very much regret to report that almost my 
entire collection of foreign paper money was stolen 
from my home in Kutztown, PA on the afternoon of 
August 24, 2017.  As far as I am concerned, this 
crime should be regarded as a “home invasion 
robbery” rather than as some type of burglary.   It 
was carried out by two men, both white and in their 
early thirties, claiming to be water inspectors.  I was 
expecting a parcel from UPS at this time, and most 
unfortunately I unlocked my front door without 
demanding beforehand ID or telephoning to the 
Borough of Kutztown to confirm that these 
individuals were indeed bona fide.  Within one or 
two seconds I realized that I had made a dreadful 
mistake.  Since I am now 76 years old and 
temporarily have a fractured left wrist, I was in no 
way in a position to resist their instructions once the 
front door had been opened.  My home is a ranch-
type house with a large basement.  One of the 
criminals took me to the basement where I was 
instructed to operate various pieces of plumbing 
equipment using my hands (and fingers) and not his.  
He was not armed and did not shout at me, but I think 
that it was obvious to both of us that I might be 
facing grievous bodily harm or even my murder 
should I attempt to escape from his control.  In the 
meantime his partner searched through the two rooms 
– the living room and the computer room – which 
had the bulk of my paper money  Some coins were 
lying exposed in a third room, but this room seems 
not to have been touched.  One tray of about two 
dozen Israeli silver commemorative coins was taken 
along with a number of heavy bronze medals, but the 
thefts were very largely restricted to banknotes, most 
of which were from countries other than the U. S.  
Some U. S. $1 and $2 FRNs were taken including a 
couple of district sets and some star notes, but again 
these were not of much importance.   

The greatest percentage of notes stolen were 
either from Latin America or from the Philippines.  
Mexico was strongest in the first group, so let me 
begin with these.  The notes were either from the 
Banco de Mexico issued between 1936 and 1992 or 
notes of the Revolutionary period.  Almost 
everything was in very high grade, but none were 
slabbed.  The notes printed by the ABNC included all 
denominations from 1 P to 1000 P plus a single 

10,000 P note of 1978.  The collection was arranged 
by date or series letters for each denomination.  The 1 
P notes began with notes with series letters A, C, D, 
and E, these series having no dates.  The 5 P and 10 P 
notes began the scarce issues of 1936, and the 20 P 
with the issue of 1937.  The 50 P and 100 P notes 
were Allende and Hidalgo types only beginning with 
1944 and 1945, respectively.  The 500 P and 1000 P 
notes began with 1958.  I recorded only relatively 
few serials for these, but I do have all of the series 
letters for the ~160 notes in this group.  Several of 
these notes appeared in an article I wrote for Paper 
Money. 

For the BdeM-printed notes of 1969 – 1992 I did 
not record the serials or series blocks for the notes, 
but all denominations from 5 P to 100,000 P were 
present.  That included all date varieties for 20,000 P 
(5), 50,0000 P(6), and 100,000 P (2) notes.  There 
was also a set of the 10nP to 100nP notes of 1992 in 
the old designs.  There were also partial packs of the 
common   10 P, 20 P, 50 P, and 100 P notes of the 
1970s vintage. 

There was a compact collection of 
Revolutionary notes from 1913 to 1918.  There were 
five “Bancos” including el Banco del Estado de 
Chihuahua (1913) 5P, 10P, and 20P.  A very nice 
Carranza Infalisifiables set of 1915 is present, as is a 
Monclova set of 1913 to 20P.  There are some 80 
Revolutionary notes in all – mostly very high grade. 
The “Dos Caritas” note for 50P is CU and scarce.  It 
has red stamping on back.  There are a dozen “Eagle 
on Lake” notes from either Mexico City or Veracruz.  
The sets for Sonora and for Sinaloa go to 20P.  There 
are also a couple of notes each from Oaxaca and 
Yucatan. 

The notes of Brazil are concentrated on the years 
1943-94, and there is a comprehensive array of these 
for these years.  About half were printed by either 
ABNC or TDLR.  The later issues include the very 
scarce 50,000 cruzeiros reais of 1994 (WPMC #242). 
Almost all of the notes in this group are CU.   
Unfortunately I do not have serial numbers for these, 
but several were illustrated in articles that I wrote for 
Paper Money.   The Dominican Republic was also 
very strong including five specimen sets.  Two of 
these were the 1978 specimen sets with serials *836 
and *2742.  There was also a scarce Columbus 500P 
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specimen note of 1992.  The regularly issued notes 
ranged in dates from 1987 to 2014.  There were two 
each of the 500P and 1000P notes.  Another very 
strong country is Nicaragua with notes dating from 
1968 to 2012.  The Sandinista issues are quite 
complete, and the post-inflation issues of 1991-2005 
are well represented.  There are two different sets (6 
notes each) of the polymer currency of 2007-12. 

There was also a nice range of notes from 
Argentina with the San Martin types of 1943-69 well 
represented from 5P to 10,000P.  The best of these is 
a 500P note (WPMC #268) in CU with red numerals.  
The Uruguay notes include three unissued notes 
(WPMC 67A, 68A, 68B) and three high value notes 
(WPMC 71, 72, 73).  The Venezuela group includes 
a new set dated 2016 of the 500B to 20,000B notes 
and a set of packs of the 2B to 100B notes of 2007.  
The earlier notes include all denominations from 1B 
to 50,000B.  The Chilean notes include a set of the 
1000P to 20,000P for 2012.  The Honduras group 
includes a group of CU notes ranging from     1 L to 
500 L.  There are a fair number of notes from 
Colombia and Paraguay, but only a few each from 
Ecuador, Bolivia, Peru, or El Salvador.  Actually all 
Latin American republics are represented in this large 
collection except for Panama.  I am estimating the 
total value of the Latin American notes at rather more 
than $20,000. 

The finest single country collection that was 
stolen in its entirety was of the Philippines.  It 
consisted almost entirely of notes of the Central Bank 
from 1951 to 2014 and of the WWII period of 1941-
45, the so-called “guerilla notes.”  There were a few 
Japanese Occupation notes, but not the rarities, and 
the American period was almost entirely absent.  I 
have written several articles in Paper Money in 
which I gave used illustrations of many of my 
Filipino notes.  The modern section begins with a 
complete set of 10 of the fractional notes and 33 
different of the peso notes from 1 P to 500 P 
including six specimens.  The so-called “Pilipino” 
and “Ang Bagong Lipunan” series was also well 
represented with numerous signature, replacement, 
and specimen varieties.  There were a total of more 
than 70 of these notes plus a pack of the Marcos 10 P 
election notes in the QN block.  I do have the serial 
number block letters, at least, for all of these.  The 
1978 Maltese Cross specimen set is number *1293. 

The so-called “New Design” notes issued 
between 1985 and 2010 included more than 90 
different varieties plus a number of duplicates.  All of 
the numerous commemoratives for 50P and 100P 
were there as well as a few for 20P, 200P, and 500P.  
This group of notes abounds in fancy serial numbers, 

and I had sets of ten with “solid” of 111111, 222222, 
333333, etc. up to a one million note with 1000000.  
These sets I had for 20P. 50P. 100P. 500P. and 
1000P, which usually were dated 2007, 2008, or 
2009.  There was also a set of ten 200P notes with 
serials 000001, 000002, etc. up to 000010.  There 
were also two sets of six issued in 2009 that honored 
the 60th anniversary of the founding of the Philippine 
Central Bank both with normal and with replacement 
serial numbers.  Other items of this period included a 
pair of 500P with “up and down ladder” serial 
numbers.  I also had the 2000P notes of 1998-2001 in 
both the normal and very large formats.  This portion 
of the collection concluded with two sets of the “New 
Generation” notes, one dating 2010 with matching 
low serials and one with later dates.  All together 
there were rather more than 300 different notes of the 
1951-2014 period in this collection, almost all of 
which were CU.  I am estimating the value of this 
part of the collection at about $8000. 

The other extensive part of my Filipino 
collection was of the emergency notes of WWII that 
were produced between 1941 and 1945.  There were 
well over 200 different varieties plus numerous 
duplicates especially from Mindanao, Iloilo, and 
Negros.  The serial number data that I have on these 
items are very good, since I was comparing what I 
had with the serial number ranges given by Neil 
Shafer. Among the best notes were the 10c, 1P, and 
2P notes with revenue stamps from Cagayan that 
were previously in Neil Shafer’s collection.  There 
was a full set of eight of the Culion Leper Colony 
notes plus an unissued block of four of the 1c value.  
High denomination notes were present for some 
issuers.  These included 50P, 100P, 500P for Negros, 
50P and 100P (2) for Iloilo, 100P (2) and 500P for 
the Luzon USAAFFE.  There was a 2P note from 
Brooke’s Point, Palawan dated 19.4.1943 (cat. 
#S915) and a 0.20P Ilocos Norte dated 20.5.1942 
(cat. #S293).  Both Misamis Occidental and the 
Mountain Province were well represented.  The same 
was true of notes for Cebu, Iloilo, Negros, and 
Mindanao.  Full sets of the notes printed on lead 
plates for Apayao and for Cagayan were present 
along with the small format mimeographed notes 
from Apayao issued in 1943.  Strictly local issues 
included notes from Balangiga and Oras on Samar.  
Fortunately I do have serial number data on many of 
these notes, and I can share them will any parties who 
would like more information.  It is difficult to 
estimate the total value of this portion of my 
collection, but surely it would exceed $5000.   I am 
truly heartbroken over the total loss – hopefully 
temporary – of my entire collection of Filipino notes.  

___________________________________________________________Paper Money * Nov/Dec 2017 * Whole No. 312_____________________________________________________________

470



It has been reduced from an exhibit quality holding to 
a total void.     

My holdings of African notes were not as 
comprehensive as those of some other countries, but 
they did include some important items.  Foremost 
among these were the 10/- and one pound notes of 
Rhodesia dated 16.11.1964 (WPMC #24, 25).  Both 
were in gem CU condition, and their value can be 
estimated at about $1000 each.  Regrettably I did not 
have serial number data for these.  For Zimbabwe 
there were two sets of Traveller’s Cheques, a full set 
of “Second Dollar” notes (32 – nos. 33-64), “Third 
Dollar” notes (27 – nos. 65-91), plus numerous other 
notes or bearer cheques.  In the past couple of years 
there have been large price increases on the values of 
several of the hyperinflation notes.  I do have serial 
numbers on a few of these.  There was also a 
substantial number of notes from Zambia especially 
of notes with the “fish eagle” design.  This even 
included a set of notes in the new kwacha currency 
dated 2014 or 2015.  The group from Zaire included 
nine specimen notes.  There were also a fair number 
of notes from Kenya and from Malawi.  In West 
Africa the Gambia was well represented with a 
number of notes including a 50 dalasi of 1989 
(WPMC #15).  Although there were no rarities, a 
rather wide variety of other African countries was 
represented.  Altogether I am estimating the value of 
these African notes at about $4000 with about half of 
this in the two rare Rhodesian notes of 1964. 

I have written a couple of articles for Paper 
Money of the notes of North Korea, and I have 
proposed completely re-doing much of the listing for 
these.  Regrettably all of my North Korean notes 
were taken.  The most valuable of these were my 50 
and 100 won notes for 1959.  The serials on these are 
700538 and 328091, respectively.  The more recent 
issues were very well covered including packs of the 
200, 500, 1000, and 5000 won notes of the 1992-
2007 types.  Iraq was another country that was well 
represented, and this included WPMC nos. 67-73, the 
lithographed 74-89, and the postwar engraved 90-96.   

There were comparatively few European notes 
in this holding, but some oversize notes of Germany 
and Russia were taken along with various notes from 
Western European nations.  I had a fair number of the 
German 10,000 mark notes of 1922 (WPMC nos. 70 
and 71) along with various others of the inflation-era 
notes.  There were a number of packs of inexpensive 
banknotes from countries such as Cambodia, and 
these were taken.  At least 3000 banknotes were 
taken in all, and a large plastic laundry tub of mine 
was stolen to contain all of this. 

Oddly enough my holdings of a few countries 
were spared, probably because they were in a box 
that was somehow overlooked.  This included my 
notes from Jamaica, Guyana, Laos, Iran, Pacific 
Islands, and most of my notes from Eastern European 
countries.  My valuable collections of notes from 
New Zealand, Israel, and Palestine were not 
involved, since they are stored in a bank safety 
deposit box.  I also have some Mexican notes in there 
including the large-size Banco de Mexico notes of 
the 1930s, my three 100 peso Madero notes of 1936-
42, and all the post-1994 new peso notes. 

One box of notes was taken, however, that 
contained items that will prove almost impossible to 
replace unless they are recovered from this theft.  
This contained souvenir notes of the various meetings 
of military currency enthusiasts.  Some of this is even 
quite well printed, and the scarcest of these items 
have both very limited printings and often fairly large 
FRN-cash values (up to $100 or more per note).  My 
collection was one of the most complete of these, and 
replacing all but the most available of these items 
will prove next to impossible unless, of course, my 
examples of these do show up.  In one year at 
Memphis I did a fairly large exhibit on these unusual 
items.  Other “funny money” items, however, were 
far less valuable.  Many hundreds of my replica 
MPCs were taken even though these items were 
clearly marked Copy on their backs. 

The value of the “special currency” distributed 
at military money gatherings is very difficult to 
estimate, but it would be extremely difficult to 
replace.  So let’s say $2000 or so for this.  The value 
of the other notes stolen was probably about $3000 
with a substantial percentage of this for the North 
Korean notes.  As was previously noted a few USA 
currency items ($1 and $2 notes including a couple of 
district sets) were taken, but their value totaled only 
about $500.  There are also the silver coins and large 
bronze medals that I am figuring at $1500.  
Altogether the total value of the entire theft comes to 
something like $45,000.  This is a very conservative 
estimate that represents the actual replacement cost of 
the items, although quite a few of them are not 
replaceable. 

I believe this was some sort of contract job.  The 
two criminals came looking for banknotes, and they 
showed far less interest in what coins I had on hand.  
Only a comparatively small number of stamps were 
taken despite the huge numbers of these in my house.  
So long as I made no attempt to resist they made no 
attempt to injure me, but being held captive in the 
basement of one’s own house by a felon while his 
partner loots an important and valuable portion of my 

___________________________________________________________Paper Money * Nov/Dec 2017 * Whole No. 312_____________________________________________________________

471



holdings is not an experience that I would wish on 
even the worst of any enemies that I might have.  The 
emotional scars that this incident have left on me 
have been severe, and only the recovery of a large 
portion of what was stolen and the arrest and 
prosecution of the criminals involved will remove 
them.  I have now installed a fairly elaborate security 
alarm system, and almost all coins and banknotes 
have been removed to a different location, but this is 
almost always a case of closing the barn door after 
the horse has escaped. 

Very soon after the criminals left, I did contact 
the Kutztown Police, and this case is now referred by 
them as case # 81-17-005116.  Their telephone 
number is 610 – 683 - 3545.   

I can be contacted at P. O. Box 804, Kutztown, 
PA  19530, tel.  610 – 683- 6572 and my Gmail 
address is   crchamblissh62@gmail.com.    

A particularly important contact is Doug Davis, 
P. O. Box 14080, Arlington, Texas  76094. His 
telephone number is 817–723–7231.  His email is 
doug@numismaticcrimes.org.  He has extensive 
experience in both police work and numismatics and 
is probably the person most qualified in the entire 
country to handle numismatic & syngraphic crimes 
such as this.  

What I do want to do most of all is to recover 
all, or at least a large portion thereof, of the 
significant notes that were stolen.  I am prepared to 
pay a substantial award for the recovery or for 
information leading to the recovery of these notes.  
As is obvious from my summary of the contents, 
however, this holding also contains numerous notes 
of little consequence.  Unless my stolen collections of 
countries such as Mexico or the Philippines are 
recovered essentially intact, I see little point in trying 
to build new collections from scratch of these items.   

I do have extensive serial number data on some 
of the stolen notes and will be happy to share these 
with any interested party.  Please do note that the 
banknotes that I have described were in my 
possession until August 2017, and any note that was 
already in your possession prior to then cannot be one 
of my stolen notes.  Please do pay attention to items 
similar to what I have described being offered, 
especially at “bargain” prices.  I have given Mr. 
Davis far more serial number and series letter data 
than I am putting into this article, but I can send these 
data to any party if they would be desired.  I have 
now had a fairly extensive career as a writer on paper 
money, and thus I have acquired a fair amount of 
notoriety on this subject.  Hopefully this allows one 
to share informative details on this topic with 
interested persons, but unfortunately in this case it 
clearly led to a desire within some evil individual to 
rob me of the notes themselves.  I hope that this case 
resolves itself before it turns me into an embittered 
cynic.  I do wish to continue my activities in 
syngraphics, but it appears that in this field, at least, 
the researcher must remove himself at most times to a 
substantial distance from the objects being 
researched. 

I regret having to write so bitter and cynical an 
article, and I most sincerely regret not having 
exercised much more caution in working with these 
items, but I am afraid that flaunting one’s interest in 
this field is most definitely ill advised and even 
dangerous.  Please do wish me luck in recovering 
those items that are rightfully mine.   Until this matter 
is resolved I shall probably have to take a leave of 
absence from writing articles for Paper Money, but I 
hope that I can resume this activity.  

 

www.numismaticcrimes.org 
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