
FASCINATING JUSTICE FRACTIONAL ARTIFACT 
By Rick Melamed 

When we are presented with a fractional items that has a contextual reference it gives us a 
moment to pause.  No longer is it just a piece of fractional, it becomes something much more.  In this case 
it becomes human and relatable.  From FCCB’er Ronn Palm is a fascinating artifact from the Post Civil 
War era.   

In 1866, the war is mercifully over but sentiments between the South and North were still painful 
and quite raw. With memory of 620,000 dead and a recently assassinated President still burning in the 
souls of Americans, even a low stakes card game of Whist (a game that is the pre-cursor to bridge) 
becomes so much more.  The game took place at The St. Charles Hotel in New York State between an 
unknown Rebel and a famous Union General.  No doubt emotions were still running very high.  On the 
reverse of an ordinary Justice fractional (FR1363) is a very telling hand written inscription. 

The inscription on the back of this fractional 
reads as follows: 

This was won from Gen. Winfield Scott at a 
game of Whist in the St. Charles Hotel – Jan. 
1866.   

The winner was a Rebel 
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Let’s break this down to get a more intimate sense of this artifact. 

PLAYERS: 

Whist Winner: 

The winner is an unnamed Rebel.  His name was lost over the annals of times.  Most likely if he 
was engaged in a quasi-friendly gambling game with a famous Union General, he must have been a man 
of some achievement.  It is apparent that over the “50 Oval” on the left side he was proud of his 
achievement.  Simply stated:  ‘THE WINNER WAS A REBEL’…it speaks volumes. The 50¢ won is a 
trivial sum, but the fact he won the game over a distinguished Union General was a source of great pride. 
The message was clear: “The South lost the war, but darn it, I beat the General in a card game and 
achieved a small measure of revenge.”  Not content to just stick in his pocket, the Rebel had to 
memorialize the victory on the note and declare himself on who he was…’A Rebel’.  Too bad he didn’t 
sign his name, but it’s obvious he was proud of his heritage. 

Whist Loser: 

Winfield Scott was a very important figure in the military in the 19th 
Century.  His fame is well known among historians and his contributions are 
many. 

From Readers Digest:  Winfield Scott (1786-1866) was one of the 
most important American military figures of the early 19th century. After 
fighting on the Niagara frontier during the War of 1812, Scott pushed for a 
permanent army that adhered to standards of professionalism. In 1821, he 
wrote “General Regulations for the Army,” the first comprehensive, 
systematic set of military bylaws that set standards for every aspect of the 
soldier’s life. Named commanding general of the U.S. Army in 1841, Scott 
unsuccessfully ran for president as the Whig Party nominee in 1852. His Civil 
War tactics were originally derided, but eventually became part of the 
Union’s successful strategy. 

During his fifty-three years of service, Winfield Scott made a 
significant impact on the professionalization of the army. During the first eighteen months of the War of 
1812, he witnessed firsthand the problems inherent in a heavy reliance on ill-trained citizen militia. He 
rigorously trained American soldiers at Buffalo, New York, and in the summer of 1814 demonstrated 
what disciplined troops could do at the decisive victory near Chippewa Creek and the bloody stalemate 
along Lundy’s Lane. 

Well versed in military history, Scott patterned the American army after its European 
counterparts, which he greatly admired. Codification of army life along with his tireless advocacy of 
education and training were essential elements in bringing professionalism and tradition to the U.S. 
Army. 

Not only did Scott work to create an American version of European armies, but he also tried to 
emulate their aristocratic officer corps. Born to a family of modest means and fatherless at a young age, 
Scott sought an upper-class lifestyle, and high rank in an institutionalized, professional army helped him 
attain that status. Several times in his career, however, his handling of funds led to controversy, which on 
one occasion resulted in his suspension from the army. He married into a wealthy Virginia family and 
was fortunate to have friends with power and means who sometimes helped him both politically and 
financially. 

Although his character contained flaws, Scott’s military ability was unquestioned, and his rise 
continued during the Mexican-American War. In the Mexico City campaign in 1847, he repeatedly 
maneuvered his opponents out of their defensive positions. His chief engineer, Captain Robert E. Lee, 
helped scout the route for some of these flank maneuvers, thus molding his own skills for a later war. 
Scott was not averse to using frontal assaults if necessary, but he preferred to win victories by siegecraft 
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or turning movements. War to him was much like a game of chess that matched brains as well as brawn. 
His tactics were not always as glamorous as they might have been had he relied more on the bayonet 
charge, but neither were they as costly. Upon duke of Wellington proclaimed him the greatest living 
soldier. 

Winfield Scott served as commanding General of the Army from 1841 to 1861. He had a lifelong 
ambition to be president, but the closest he came was running as the Whig nominee in 1852. In 1861 he 
devised the Union strategy called the Anaconda Plan, which emphasized a coastal blockade and 
utilization of river systems. By maintaining constant pressure on the South, Scott intended to gradually 
squeeze the life out of the Confederacy. Although initially scoffed at, his method was eventually used to 
defeat the Confederacy. Because of old age and infirmities he retired from the army in 1861, and he died 
at his beloved West Point in 1866. 

THE LOCATION 

The St. Charles Hotel was a hotel built in 1864 in Hudson, NY on the banks of the mighty river. 
We have a vintage post card and book of matches.  The hotel was considered quite upscale for its time 
and equipped with a fine restaurant; it would’ve been an ideal setting for a card game. 

In the end, money is the glue that binds the world in so many ways. It represents the value of 
things and their importance often goes way beyond a financial instrument.  It is imperative that we 
embrace our history and the deeper meaning of things.  Not just what happened, but why and how is a 
lesson for us all.  While a 50¢ note seems innocuous on the surface, when we dig deeper, the story reveals 
much, much more. The seemingly mundane in reality a powerful reminder of a brutal time in a much 
divided country.   2 years before the Whist game, 50¢ to a Southerner would’ve looked like this: 

Faced with a crushing defeat 
the Rebel is forced to adopt fractional 
currency to make change for his 
purchase.  It must’ve really rankled him 
to be forced to use something he didn’t 
want.  It was a constant reminder that 
the South lost the war and their way of 
life forever upended.  It’s these types of 
artifacts that make our hobby so 
worthwhile. 
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