
An Attribution Mystery Resolved: “Georgia” Isaac Winter 
Fractional Notes Actually from Rockford, Alabama (Coosa County) 

by Bill Gunther and Charles Derby 

The $1 Rockford, Alabama, note from Isaac Winter shown below was recently listed by a 
currency dealer with the comment “…also known to be a cross over note for Georgia, only one known 
denomination that states Alabama...”  The reference to Georgia notes is to four fractional notes, also with 
the name Isaac Winter on the face, but with no identifying geographic location.  For some unknown 
reason, those fractional notes have been considered Georgia notes since at least 2001.  The strong 
similarities between the Rockford, Alabama, $1 note and the so-called “Georgia” fractional notes were 
the stimulus to research this issue. 

The Town of Rockford  
Before we examine the notes themselves, let’s take a look at the only town mentioned on any of 

the notes:  Rockford, Alabama.  Rockford is located about 35 miles due north of Montgomery in Coosa 
County.  Coosa County was created on December 18, 1832, by the Alabama General Assembly and was 
one of 14 counties created from lands ceded by the Creek Indians through the Treaty of Cusseta in 1832.1 
For a short time, the town was named Lexington and was the county seat from 1832 to 1835.  The town 

was at some point also known as Pondelassa (named for Ebenezer Pond, an early resident of the area). 
The name was officially changed to Rockford in 1835, and it remained the county seat.2  Rockford was 
never a large town, and the 1888 population was estimated at 1,000 residents. (In 2015, the population 
was estimated at less than 500.)   

The “Georgia” Notes   
Long time currency dealer, Hugh Shull, listed a 10 cent Isaac Winter note under Georgia in his 

2nd Edition, 2001 catalog.3 In 2015 and 2016, Heritage Auctions sold four fractionals (5, 10, 25, and 50 
cents) from Isaac Winter with the captions “Unknown Location (Ga.),” “This note is believed to be from 
Georgia according to our consignor,” and “From The Alan Dorris Collection of Georgia Obsolete 
Currency.”4 These notes are shown on the next page. 

A check of listings in the now defunct Georgia Obsolete website showed these notes with the 
caption, “Location Unknown,” but they still were considered to be Georgia notes.5 A check with several 
prominent Georgia collectors failed to uncover any hard evidence that the notes were indeed from 
Georgia.  There was, in fact, an “Isaac Winter” that was listed in the 1860 Census to be living in Spalding 
County, Georgia, and who listed his occupation as a “carriage maker.”  He reported owning no real estate 

Recent discovery.  Rockford, Alabama (Isaac Winter) $1.  1862. 
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and had a personal estate of only $200.  It is doubtful that this person had the need for small fractional 
scrip or if such scrip would have even been accepted by residents given his limited financial profile. 

Design Similarities to Georgia Sutler Notes 
While there is no direct evidence of how these fractionals became known as Georgia notes, it is 

possible that design similarities with several Georgia sutler notes shown below may have influenced that 
decision.  The two sutler notes below were attributed to Georgia because of the reference to the 43rd 
Georgia Regiment on the face of the notes.  However, a sutler was a civilian merchant who traveled with 
a specific military unit, so it is not known exactly where these notes may have been issued.6 However, 
records show the 43rd Georgia Regiment participated in the Battle of Chickasaw Bayou in Warren 
County, Mississippi, on December 26-29, 1862, and the Battle of Champion Hill, in Hinds County, 
Mississippi, in May of 1863.  The unit was captured July 4, 1863, when Vicksburg fell.7 Notice that if the 
vignette of a train in top center is removed as well as the reference to the “Sutler 43D Georgia Regiment,” 
the similarities with the Isaac Winter fractional notes become obvious.  It is interesting that these sutler 
notes were auctioned at the same time as the first 5 cent Isaac Winter note (January 2015) and came from 
the same consignor. 

Alabama Sutler Notes 
Two additional sutler notes, shown below, also bear a striking resemblance to the Rockford, 

Alabama, note.  These Alabama sutler notes are in fact signed by the same person as the Rockford $1 and 
“Georgia” fractional notes.  The Heritage Auctions catalog writer ventured a guess as to who signed the 
Alabama sutler notes, writing “While the name of the sutler who issued this note is still problematic 
(guesses range from “Winter” to “Minter” to “?”), the history of the regiment is not.”8    The cataloguer 

The above four notes were previously thought to be Georgia scrip. 

Two fractional sutler notes for the 43D Georgia Regiment. 
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goes on to recount the episodes of the 34th Alabama Regiment, which included the Battle of Chickamauga 
in September of 1863.  Unfortunately there are no dates printed on the Alabama sutler notes, although 
such a date may or may not correspond to any location.   

Rockford, Alabama Sutler and “Georgia” Fractionals Likely from Same Printer 
The Rockford, Alabama, $1 note and the Georgia sutler notes bear a striking resemblance to the 

alleged “Georgia” fractional notes, with the strong implication that they were all printed by the same 
printer.  The main distinction between the Alabama note and the others is the presence of the town name 
of Rockford, Alabama.  The imagery on the left margin of the Rockford note is only slightly different 
than the 25 and 50 cents notes from “Georgia.”   

The lack of a vignette and the common underlying format suggests they were made by a 
relatively small printer with limited resources.  The font used for the $1 Isaac Winter note, the Winter 
fractional issues, and the Georgia sutler notes is identical, although the font used on the name Isaac 
Winter on the $1 Alabama note is slightly different than the other “Georgia” notes.  However, the so-
called “redemption” clause is the same and reflects the desire to standardize the notes.  The fact that the 
printed date is the same for both the Alabama and “Georgia” notes suggests this printer had an inventory 
of underlying notes printed in black ink that were subsequently overprinted with the red ink producing 
various denominations and individualized merchant notes.  It is our opinion that these notes were printed 
by the same printer, with the first run including those items that appear in black ink.  The second printing 
(overprinting) consisted of those items in red ink, and it is these items that were merchant specific.   

Alabama Sutler $1.  Image courtesy Heritage Auctions. 

Alabama Sutler 50 cents.  Image courtesy Heritage Auctions. 
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All Notes Are Signed by the Same Person 
Any argument that the “Georgia” and Alabama sutler notes represent different individual issuers 

with the same name was quickly dismissed by observing that the notes are all are signed by the same 
person, “I. Winter.”  Below are images of the signature on the 5 cent “Georgia” fractional, the 50 cent 
Alabama sutler note, and the signature on Winter’s Last Will and Testament from 1907.9  There are just 
too many similarities in these three signatures to conclude that they are different individuals. 

Who Was Isaac Winter? 
Isaac Winter was located in Rockford, Alabama, according to the 1860 Census records and was 

listed as a  “merchant.”  He was born in Prussia (now a part of Germany) around 1833 and came to the 
United States in 1851 on board the ship Elise.  There are alternative entry dates including as early as 1840 

when he would have only been 7 years old, but 1851 seems the 
most likely actual date.  Winter and his brothers joined a number of 
other Jewish immigrants from Germany that began settling in 
Montgomery in the 1840s, in part because of increasing 
discrimination at home.  For example, Bavarian laws at the time 
limited the number of Jews who could reside in any given city. 
This law was the reason that the Lehman brothers came to the 
United States, settled at first in Montgomery, and then moved to 
New York where their bank survived until the financial panic of 
2008.10 

His 1860 household consisted of Isaac (age 27) and his 
brothers Moses Winter (26), Meyer Winter (28), Sami Winter (19), 
and Marks Winter (21).  Isaac was listed as a merchant with real 
estate of  $3,000 and a personal estate of $10,000.  Moses was also 
listed as a merchant, and the fact that his assets were identical in 
value to Isaac suggests he was  a business partner with Isaac. 
Meyer and Sami Winter were listed as “traders” with assets totaling 
$550 and $500 respectively.  Marks Winter was listed as a clerk 
with assets of $500.  We assume that all five Winter brothers worked in the same family business.  

According to his tombstone, Isaac Winter (or his family) claimed that he served in the “Alabama 
Vol. Infantry, Confederate States Army.”11  His tombstone also indicated he was at some point a prisoner-
of-war.  However, no independent record of his enlistment in military service could be located through 
Ancestry.com.  A  number of individuals with the same name, Isaac Winter, and who served during the 
Civil War were found, and that complicates verification of any one person’s service.  However, one 
particular record shows an Isaac Winter who was captured at Shelbyville, Tennessee, in June of 1863.12  
Shelbyville is only 25 miles south of Murfreesboro where the 34th Alabama Infantry Regiment was 

Isaac Winter, circa 1880-1890.

1862 Signature on 5 cent Rockford Note. 

Signature on 50 cent Alabama Sutler Note. 

1907 Signature on Winter’s Last Will and 
Testament. 
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located in December 1862.13  It is our belief that this Isaac Winter was in fact the one from Rockford, 
Alabama, and that he in fact was a sutler with the 34th Alabama Infantry and was not an enlisted man or 
officer of the unit.  As a sutler associated with the Confederate army, he would have been somewhat 
unique.  According to Francis Lord: 

"Records of Confederate sutlers are extremely fragmentary … But most 
Confederate units never had sutlers, and the names of the few who did serve have been 
almost completely forgotten.  The main reason, of course, for the very few sutlers in 
Confederate service was that the Confederacy suffered from an almost complete lack 
during the war of those items which would have been considered as sutler supplies.”14 
As indicated earlier, it was common practice for sutlers to be civilian members of the military 

unit they followed and they were subject to the rules set by the commander, but they were not a member 
of the military.15  They were, of course, subject to being captured and held as a prisoner-of-war. 

While there are no dates on the sutler notes, the Rockford $1 and fractional notes are all dated 
November 1862.  Since we believe Isaac Winter was captured in June of 1863,  we presume his service as 
a sutler was relatively short.  When he was released from captivity on April 23, 1865, he returned to 
Alabama but settled in Montgomery, rather than returning to Rockford. 

The 1870 Census record shows that Isaac Winter was living in Montgomery and was listed as 
“Dry Goods & Grocery” merchant.  (Of the four other brothers living with Isaac in 1860, only one could 
be located in 1870 and he (Moses) was living in Arkansas.)  The Census shows Isaac with a wife, Emily, 
and a child, Nellie, born in late 1869.  Emily Loeb Winter was born in France around 1849 and  was about 
15 years younger than Isaac.  Emily was the niece of Ester Loeb, who was born in 1818 in France and had 
married Charles Gugenheim, a Montgomery “dry goods merchant,” in 1853.  Charles Gugenheim was 
born in France in 1827, and it seems likely that the Gugenheim and Loeb families were acquainted with 
each other prior to their time in Alabama.  Indeed, Ester Loeb and Charles Gugenheim were both born in 
Alsace-Lorraine, France.  It is also interesting to note that both Charles Gugenheim and Isaac Winter were 
“dry goods merchants” in 1860, one in Montgomery and the other in Rockford.  Since Rockford is only 
35 miles from Montgomery, it seems likely that Gugenheim and Winter knew, or knew of, each other in 
1862.  Winter’s eventual move to Montgomery may well have had some connection to Gugenheim. 
Indeed, it may well have been Gugenheim (and his wife Ester) who introduced Winter to his future wife, 
Emily Loeb. 

Returning to Isaac Winter and Emily Loeb, they had five children:  Nelly, born in 1869, Sidney, 
born in 1871; Leon, born in 1873; Florence, born in 1876; and Milton J., born in 1884.   

Emily Loeb’s younger brother, Jacques Loeb, joined her in Montgomery in 1872 and quickly 
became associated with Winter’s company.  The 1880 Census shows 
Jacques Loeb living as a “boarder” in the Winter household with an 
occupation of “bookkeeper.”  The 1880 City Directory for 
Montgomery shows “Gerson and Winter” as the name of Isaac 
Winter’s company.  Gerson was Abraham Gerson, born in 1828 in 
Bavaria (Germany).  The Directory indicates that the firm was in the 
“grocery” business.  

The 1887 City Directory of Montgomery no longer showed 
Gerson and Winter as partners, and by 1891 the firm was now Winter 
& Loeb (Jacques).  The term “dry goods merchant” was again used to 
describe the firm, and it was listed the same in 1893 and 1895.  The 
1900 Census recorded Isaac Winter as a “wholesale grocer.” 

In 1901, Isaac Winter was listed as a “capitalist” while his 
sons, Leon and Sidney, were with “Winter & Loeb,” wholesale 
grocer.  Loeb was Jacques Loeb.  It seems that Isaac was becoming 
less and less involved with managing the business and had turned 
affairs over to his two sons and Jacques Loeb.  By 1907, Jacques 
Loeb was listed as President of Winter & Loeb Grocery Co., with 

Jacques Loeb,
circa 1880-1890.
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Sidney Winter as secretary-treasurer.  Isaac Winter died on December 7, 1908, but the company 
continued for many years.  In 1920, Winter, Loeb & Co. was still in the grocery business with Lucien S. 
Loeb (son of Jacques) President and Sidney Winter (son of Isaac) Vice President.  By 1931, the 
leadership of Winter, Loeb & Co., Grocery Co. had again changed, with Raphael Loeb (grandson of 
Jacques) President and Victor Loeb (nephew of Jacques) Vice President.  Wilton (Milton) J. Winter (son 
of Isaac) was secretary-treasurer.  The family apparently finally exhausted their interest, and the firm of 
Winter & Loeb was no longer listed in the 1940 City Directory.  

Summary 
The available evidence on the “Georgia” Isaac Winter fractional notes leads to the conclusion that 

these notes were indeed issued by Isaac Winter 
of Rockford, Alabama. Isaac Winter relocated 
from Rockford to Montgomery sometime 
between 1862 and 1870, and he engaged in a 
very successful wholesale grocery business 
that involved his sons, his wife’s brother, and a 
succession of relatives over the following four 
decades.  The Winter-Loeb Building, which 
housed his wholesale grocery business, is 

today the offices of a prominent legal firm. 

Acknowledgement: We thank Finlay C. 
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in the lobby of the Winter & Loeb Building in Montgomery, Alabama, and Gary Doster for sharing his 
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Winter-Loeb Building in Montgomery, Alabama, 
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