
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	

Quincy Mining Company Scrip Varieties 
by Dave Gelwicks 

 
 Many articles and much history have been written about the Quincy Mining Company, the copper 
mining giant of Michigan's Upper Peninsula. Quincy was known throughout Michigan's copper boom as 
Old Reliable since it paid stock dividends from 1867 to 1921. 
 Through various internet search methods, and a personal review of some of the Quincy archives 
at Michigan Technological University’s Van Pelt and Opie Library, it appears that very few paragraphs 
have been dedicated to the various scrip details issued by the mine to pay employees and merchants 
whose labor and supplies kept the Quincy mines running for over 100 years. Dr. Wallace Lee lists 7 
different Quincy scrip types and mentions office location variations of each.1 
 This article will describe many examples of Quincy mine scrip and concentrate on the various 
permanent plate changes, as well as a few hand-written changes, during the years when this scrip was 
distributed. National Bank Notes, issued by the United States government starting in 1863, eventually 
replaced the mining scrip shown in this article. 

 
 
 
 
 
Quincy Shaft No. 2 circa 1900 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Fig. 1--The first scrip type known to this 
author is shown in Fig. 1. Abbreviated:  
Quincy Mining Com'y. , located at Quincy 
Mine, Lake Sup. No. 18, January 28, 1858. 
 It reads: At sight pay to the order 
of R. Sheldon & Co. The sum of One 
Thousand one hundred fifty-three 73/100 
Dollars. FOR VALUE RECEIVED AND 
CHARGE MY ACCOUNT. John Simpkins, 
Esq., Treasurer of Quincy Mining Co., New 
York City. Signed C.C. Douglas, 
Superintendent. 
 
 
 
 Ransom Sheldon was one of the first merchants to set-up stores in the cities of Houghton and 
Hancock Michigan to service the miners and the mine owners with supplies. Christopher Columbus 
Douglas was the mine superintendent in 1858. 
 This collector often wonders if pieces No. 1-17 still exist in other’s possessions or have those 
been destroyed leaving this as the oldest piece of scrip to survive all those years? 
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 The back of No. 18 is shown in Fig. 2 and shows how R. Sheldon signed this money over to L. 
Edgerton & Dunning in the same manner we would re-assign a check still today, 157 years later. The 
scrip type displayed in Fig. 1 is the rarest to locate for today's collector.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 3--Lady Liberty in the left margin, the color red in the full-name header and the formal address of 

No. 4 Hanover Street, New York 
were added by July 1858 and 
shown in Fig. 3. The 
Superintendent's signature was 
removed and the Clerk's added. 
The previous scrip type (Fig. 1) 
existed at least through No. 129, 
June 9, 1858. Fig. 3 scrip, No. 34 
is payable at sight to Thomas F. 
Mason for four thousand dollars 
in 1858 dollars! Mason was one of 
the original founders of the 
Quincy Mining Company. 

 
 
Fig. 4--Until this piece the 
scrip’s printer was not 
identified but Wm. D.Roe & 
Co. 59 Wall St. N.Y. is shown 
on the bottom left of Fig. 4. 
Significant changes here also 
include the mining scene 
vignette on the left replacing 
Lady Liberty, the entire note 
is printed in blue, the notes are 
now labeled as OFFICE 
QUINCY MINING COMPANY, Quincy Mine, Lake Superior with Superior spelled in full. The address 
also changed to No. 3 Hanover St. New York. This note was payable to C.C.Douglas ten days after sight. 
Note that John Simpkins, Esq. is listed as Treasurer and N.S. Simpkins, Jr. is now the Clerk signing 
each note. This note No. 259, dated June 9, 1859, is an early example of these changes. 
 
 From other notes in this collection it is known that the blue scrip was printed through at least No. 
1799 dated August 24, 1861 and the next type shown in Fig. 5 was dated May 9, 1862.  

Paper Money * May/June 2017 * Whole No. 309

206



	

	

 
Fig. 5--A pattern begins to 
develop at this time showing that 
the printing plates and new scrip 
were issued with each main 
office change or personnel 
change of the Treasurer whose 
name was printed on the Quincy 
scrip. This Fig. 5 variety 
eliminated the blue print 
switching to all black, added W. 

Hart Smith, Esq. Treas. and No. 51 Exchange Place, New York. The printer changed to John J. 
Bloomfield, Stationer, 72 Chambers St., N.Y. and this firm would remain the for the balance of the scrip 
known and also shows on many other Quincy paper items. 
 The United States government began taxing the mining company scrip by issuing tax revenue 
stamps with the Revenue Act of 1862. These tax revenues were to support the Civil War. Fig. 6 (below) 
shows the 5-cent and 3-cent 
George Washington variety 
revenue stamps on the left side 
of the note partially covering 
the mining vignette. These 
stamps were hand-stamp 
cancelled at QUINCY MINE 
PORTAGE LAKE. Mining 
notes are also collected by 
stamp collectors for both the 
revenue stamps and their 
respective cancellations.  
 Note in both Figs. 5-6 where the bottom address begins to the right of the mining vignette below 
the treasurer's name. 

Fig. 7--The next variety, dated 
December 22, 1864 shown in Fig. 7, 
is very similar to Figs. 5 and 6 except 
the font size has changed. It becomes 
more difficult to read the printer’s 
identification on the lower left corner 
and other words below the date have 
been made smaller. The numeral after 
the No. is now printed in blue, no 
longer hand written.  
 

 
Fig. 8--The only noticeable difference in 
another variety (Fig. 8) is the location of the 
printing of the address now tucked tightly in the 
left corner just below the vignette, next to the 
left hand margin. The font has also been slightly 
increased but the rest of the note appears 
unchanged compared to the example in Fig. 7. 
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Fig. 9--The note shown in Fig. 9 
has another address change but at 
this time the plate had not been 
changed: No. 51 Exchange Place 
has been changed by hand-
scratching-out 51 and changing to 
43 in red. This started at least on 
May 14, 1869 and continued as a 
black stamped numeral change No. 
43 until at least October 1, 1869 as 
shown in Fig. 10 (below). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 10  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 Fig. 11--It appears that at 
least by Nov. 20, 1869 the plate 
had formally been changed to 
show No. 43 Exchange Place as 
the official address but now New 
York had been dropped from the 
address as displayed in Fig. 11. 
 
 
 

 
 Fig. 12--Another address 
changed caused the same hand 
changes until the plate could be 
changed. Fig. 12 shows the 3 
scratched out changing No. 43 to No. 
4 and Exchange Place being changed 
to Exchange Court, and New York 
written in cursive. This is known to 
have happened from at least May 9, 
1870 through December 22, 1870 
when the address was formally shown 
as No. 4 Exchange Court New York, 
as seen in Fig. 13.  
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Fig. 13--Fig. 13 also shows the 2-
cent revenue stamped embedded 
in gold in the center of the note 
for the first time. It should also be 
noted that the “W.H.S. TREAS.” 
stamp (for W. Hart Smith) stamp 
cancellation continues the address 
confusion by still listing his 
address as 51 Ex. Place, which 
was two address changes prior! 
 
 

 Fig. 14--Major changes 
occur within the 2.5 years since the 
last example and the scrip example 
shown in Fig. 14. On this note dated 
April 20, 1873 the imbedded 2-cent 
revenue stamp is smaller, the mine 
location left of the date now shows 
Hancock, Lake Superior, Mich., 
Wm. Rogers Todd is now Treas. and 
the main office now shows No 60 
City Exchange. Boston. and the 
printer’s identification has moved to 
a bottom-center location. 
 

 
 
Fig. 15--Fig. 15, dated January 14, 
1878, has red overprint on the 
address now showing a return to No. 
4 Exchange Court, New York 
lasting at least until March 17, 1879 
as verified in this scrip collection. 
 
 
 

 
 
 Fig. 16--Fig. 16, dated July 24, 
1879, officially shows the Bloomfield 
plate change to 4 Exchange Court 
New York. This continued at least 
through Dec. 29, 1879 verified by 
other notes in this collection. 
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Fig. 17--The example in Fig. 17 shows 
another plate change for the address to 
52 Broadway Room 70 New York dated 
March 28, 1889. This example lasted at 
least through December 23, 1889 on 
other notes reviewed. 
 
 

 The various types of notes are summarized in Table 1 and listed by a numeral system designed as 
a future reference for those collectors trying to assemble a set of all the Quincy scrip known by this 
author. QMC. Each note is defined by the following details: 

QMC No. (Quincy Mining Company assigned number in this paper) 
Lee Reference No. (from Michigan Banknotes, Dr. Wallace Lee 1) 
Corporate Office Address (Eastern States financial district area) 
Printer (length of name in millimeters defines many changes) 
Treasurer (as engraved on printing plate per type) 
Signature (physical signature on that note shown) 
Mine Location 

QMC	 Lee	 Corporate	Address	 Printer	 Treasurer	 Signature	 Mine	Location	

1	 		 Unknown	 Unknown	 John	Simpkins	 C.C.	Douglas	 Quincy	Mine,	Lake	Sup.	

3	 1	 No.	4	Hanover	Street,	New	York	 Unknown	 John	Simpkins	 J.P.	Ovid	 Quincy	Mine,	Lake	Sup.	

4	 4	 No.	3	Hanover	St.,	New	York	 Wm.D.	Roe,	59	Wall	St.	N.Y.	 John	Simpkins	
N.S.	

Simpkins,	Jr.	 Quincy	Mine,	Lake	Superior	

5	 		 No.	51	Exchange	Place,	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	72	Chambers	

St.,	N.Y.	 W.	Hart	Smith	
N.S.	

Simpkins,	Jr.	 Quincy	Mine,	Lake	Superior	

6	 5	 No.	51	Exchange	Place,	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	72	Chambers	

St.,	N.Y.	 W.	Hart	Smith	 J.N.	Wright	 Quincy	Mine,	Lake	Superior	

7	 		 No.	51	Exchange	Place,	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	72	Chambers	

St.,	N.Y.	 W.	Hart	Smith	 J.N.	Wright	 Quincy	Mine,	Lake	Superior	

8	 		 Same	as	QMC	7	but	printer	in	far	left	 left‐hand	corner	 		 		 		

9	 		 No.	51x43	Exchange	Place,	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	72	Chambers	

St.,	N.Y.	 W.	Hart	Smith	 J.M.	Foster	 Quincy	Mine,	Lake	Superior	

10	 		 No.	51x43	Exchange	Place,	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	72	Chambers	

St.,	N.Y.	 W.	Hart	Smith	 J.M.	Foster	 Quincy	Mine,	Lake	Superior	

11	 		 No.	43	Exchange	Place,	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	72	Chambers	

St.,	N.Y.	 W.	Hart	Smith	 J.N.	Wright	 Quincy	Mine,	Lake	Superior	

12	 6	 No.	4	x3	Exchange	Place	xx	Court,	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	72	Chambers	

St.,	N.Y.	 W.	Hart	Smith	 A.J.	Coney	 Quincy	Mine,	Lake	Superior	

13	 		 No.	4	Exchange	Court,	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	72	Chambers	

St.,	N.Y.	 W.	Hart	Smith	 A.J.	Coney	 Quincy	Mine,	Lake	Superior	

14	 		 No	60	City	Exchange,	Boston	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	72	Chambers	

St.,	N.Y.	 Wm.	Rogers	Todd	
David	

Kloeckner	 Hancock,	Lake	Superior,	Mich.	

15	 		 No.	4	Exchange	Court,	New	York	(red	overprint)	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	72	Chambers	

St.,	N.Y.	 Wm.	Rogers	Todd	
David	

Kloeckner	 Hancock,	Lake	Superior,	Mich.	

		 		 No	60	City	Exchange,	Boston	 		 		 		 		

16	 		 4	Exchange	Court,	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	72	Chambers	

St.,	N.Y.	 Wm.	Rogers	Todd	
David	

Kloeckner	 Hancock,	Lake	Superior,	Mich.	

17	 	7	 52	Broadway,	Room	70	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	72	Chambers	

St.,	N.Y.	 Wm.	Rogers	Todd	
David	

Kloeckner	 Hancock,	Lake	Superior,	Mich.	

		 		 $10	Green	Notes	 		 		 		 		

18	 2	 No.	43	Exchange	Place,	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	70	&	72	

Chambers	St.,	N.Y.	 W.	Hart	Smith	 A.J.	Coney	 Hancock,	Mich.	

19	 		 No.	4	x3	Exchange	Place	xx	Court,	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	70	&	72	

Chambers	St.,	N.Y.	 W.	Hart	Smith	 A.J.	Coney	 Hancock,	Mich.	

		 		 $20	Yellow	Notes	 		 		 		 		

20	 		 No.	51	Exchange	Place,	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	70	&	72	

Chambers	St.,	N.Y.	 W.	Hart	Smith	 J.N.	Wright	 Hancock,	Mich.	

21	 No.	51x43	Exchange	Place,	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	70	&	72	

Chambers	St.,	N.Y.	 W.	Hart	Smith	 J.M.	Foster	 Hancock,	Mich.	

22	 3	 No.	43	Exchange	Place,	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	70	&	72	

Chambers	St.,	N.Y.	 W.	Hart	Smith	 A.J.	Coney	 Hancock,	Mich.	

23	 		 No.	4	x3	Exchange	Place	xx	Court,	New	York	
John	J.	Bloomfield,	Stationer,	70	&	72	

Chambers	St.,	N.Y.	 W.	Hart	Smith	 A.J.	Coney	 Hancock,	Mich.	
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 During a certain period of time, the Quincy Mining Company also issued scrip in fixed $10 or 
$20 denominations. It is estimated that these fixed dollar amounts were much easier to distribute than the 
handwritten notes described above. These notes are shown in Figs. 18-23 and exhibit addresses and plate 
changes similar to the notes previously described. 
The $10 green notes state: At sight pay to my own order…The $20 yellow notes state: At sight pay to the order of... 

 The remaining fixed denomination notes seem to be in the 1865-1870 range but this author has found no 
documentation defining their start or end dates except by comparing it to the scrip addresses shown in Table 1. 

Fig. 18                                                                                     Fig. 19 

Fig. 20                                                                                  Fig. 21  
 

Fig. 22                                                                           Fig. 23 
 
 In the Table 1 item descriptions reference is given to both the item No. on pages 495 – 498 in Dr. Lee’s 
book1 and to the length in millimeters of the Printer’s name. Another way to reference plate changes is by measuring 
the total width of the Printer’s name and also the length of the indentation from the left margin of the note to the first 
letter in the Printer’s name. 
 This research has attempted to document each Quincy Mining Company scrip change from 1858 -1889. If 
you know of other scrip existing which shows other addresses, mine locations or other details not described here the 
author would certainly hope to see, or to learn of, such items so this record could remain as complete as possible. 
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