
Altered 1934A $5 & $10 Federal Reserve Note Master Plates 
By Jamie Yakes 

From February to June 1938, the BEP altered 11 Series of 1934 $5 and $10 Federal Reserve 
Notes faces into Series of 1934A faces by etching an “A” after the “SERIES OF 1934” legends on each 
subject on the plate (see Table 1). They used the altered faces as the predominant master plates from 1938 
to 1944 for making 1934A production plates for those respective kinds. They certified four of them as 
production plates in 1944 and used them for sheet printing, which makes them new entries to the list of 
late-finished plates.1, 2 

 Altered 1934A Electrolytic Bassos 
The BEP began making Series of 1934 FRN steel plates in July 1934, and by October had started 

making electrolytic bassos. A basso was created by depositing iron onto nickel alto, by a process called 
electrolytic deposition. An alto was a reverse-image plate created by the same process, but made of nickel 
deposited onto a steel master plate. Most bassos became production plates, but some were used as 
masters. 

The plates listed in Table 1 were among the earliest electrolytic bassos made for those types, 
except the St. Louis $5, which was produced a year later. Most were used as masters for making 1934 
production plates; $5 New York 58 and $5 St. Louis 45 were reserved as unfinished plates. 

During 1938, the BEP altered those 1934 master bassos into Series of 1934A plates and assigned 
them 1934A plate serials. Each was the sole master plate for its respective kind until 1944. That year the 
BEP created new 1934A $5 steel master plates for New York, Philadelphia and San Francisco, and $10 
plates for Boston and New York, and used them alongside the altered electrolytic bassos. 

Altering the 1934s greatly accelerated production of working 1934A faces because the BEP did 
not have prepare 1934A master dies and steel master plates. Every intaglio detail on a 1934 and 1934A 
face plate was identical, except for the series date. The As were traced using a pantograph machine and 
then acid-etched into the plate, the same procedure used for adding plate serial numbers.  

Late-Finished 1934A Faces 
In 1944, the BEP finished four of the 1934A faces as production plates (see Fig. 1) and sent them 

to press at various times between 1944 and 1946 (see Table 2). This occurred during the latter years of 
1934A production, so numbered notes received serial numbers toward the higher end of the respective 
1934A serial number ranges.  

Table 1. 1934A FRN Master Bassos Altered from 1934 FRN Master Bassos3

Type      Begun as ‘34  Altered to ‘34A  Certified   Canceled 
$5 Boston 38 (4)*   Nov. 19, 1934  May 20, 1938  Not certified  Dec. 31, 1946 
$5 New York 58 (13)  Oct. 16, 1934  Apr. 12, 1938  Nov. 16, 1944  Dec. 31, 1946 
$5 Philadelphia 39 (2)  Nov. 6, 1934   May 26, 1938  Nov. 13, 1944   Dec. 31, 1946 
$5 Chicago 54 (3)   Nov. 12, 1934  May 20, 1938  Not certified  Dec. 31, 1946 
$5 St. Louis 45 (34)  Dec. 10, 1935   Jun. 8, 1938   Not certified  Dec. 31, 1946 
$5 San Francisco 52 (2)  Nov. 15, 1934  Jun. 10, 1938  Nov. 17, 1944  Dec. 31, 1946 
$10 Boston 68 (15)  Nov. 20, 1934  Mar. 21, 1938  Not certified  Jun. 21, 1940 
$10 New York 169 (9)  Oct. 2, 1934   Feb. 8, 1938   Mar. 15, 1944  Nov. 22, 1946 
$10 Philadelphia 62 (12)  Nov. 16, 1934  Mar. 10, 1938  Not certified  Dec. 31, 1946 
$10 Chicago 117 (21)  Nov. 12, 1934  Feb. 28, 1938  Not certified  Dec. 31, 1946 
$10 San Francisco 64 (3)  Nov. 6, 1934  Mar. 10, 1938  Not certified  Dec. 31, 1946 
*1934A plate serial (1934 plate serial)
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Table 2. Late‐Finished 1934A FRN Faces
Type      Press Dates Serial Number Range* 
$5 New York 58    Nov. 25, 1944–Oct. 2, 1945  Mid to high B‐B    
$5 Philadelphia 39  Jan. 7–23, 1946    Mid C‐A 
$5 San Francisco 52  Nov. 7, 1944–Jan. 23, 1946  High L‐A,** low L‐B** 
$10 New York 169  Mar. 21–Nov. 21, 1944    High B‐C, low B‐D  
*Estimated: $5 B‐B, $10 B‐C and B‐D notes are reported; **Green seals only.

Philadelphia face 39 was the only late-finished face to overlap the use of 1934 faces. On January 
7, the BEP sent to press Philadelphia 1934A faces 39, 49 and 52–61, and 1934 faces 33, 35 and 36. They 
dropped half the plates on the 22nd and the rest the following day. These were the final press runs with 
1934 or 1934A Philadelphia faces. Changeover pairs were created from the simultaneous use of both and 
possibly involved face 39.  

Fig  1.  Proofs  of  the  four  late‐
finished  1934A  faces  (top  to 
bottom):  $5  New  York  58,  $5 
Philadelphia  39,  $5  San  Francisco 
52  and  $10  New  York  169.  The 
plate  numbers  at  the  upper  left 
selvages  are  of  1934‐vintage.  The 
“EI”  located  to  the  right  of  the 
plate  numbers  indicates 
“electrolytic  iron.”  These  plates 
were  altered  from  EI  1934s,  and 
the BEP did not make 1934A steel 
plates  for  these  types  until  1944. 
(Courtesy  of National  Numismatic 
Collection, Washington, D.C.)   
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Interestingly, Philadelphia 1934B faces 96 and 99 were used during November and December 
1945, before face 39 was in the press room. The New York and San Francisco faces were not used 
concurrently with 1934 or 1934B faces. For those kinds, it is possible to find overlapped serial numbers 
from alternating numbering of 1934/1934A sheets and 1934A/1934B sheets. 

Possible Back 637 Mules 
It is possible the late-finished $5 faces were mated to sheets printed from late-finished micro back 

plate 637 to create late-finished 1934A face–back 637 mules. Back 637 complimented the late-finished 
FRN faces: It was a $5 master basso for 10 years until finished as a production plate on November 10, 
1944 with micro serial numbers.4 It had numerous press runs between June 23, 1945 and June 14, 1949, 
and sheets wound their way to face printings from $5 legal tender, silver certificate and FRN faces. 

All three $5 faces had press runs that overlapped the first two rotations for back 637: June 23–
September 21, 1945, and December 6, 1945–January 23, 1946. No late-finished FRN–back 637 mules are 
known; however, 1934A 637 mules are known with New York faces 159, 160 and 203, and San 
Francisco face 90, which were used concurrently with New York face 58 and San Francisco face 52. 

Perspective 
Late-finished FRN face served three purposes: First as 1934 masters, then as 1934A masters, and 

finally as 1934A production plates. The only other comparable plate was $5 silver certificate face 307.5 
Uniquely, they did not retain their original 1934-vintage plate serials when altered, but were assigned the 
first 1934A-vintage plate serial for their type. 

Currently, $10 New York face 169 notes are reported, including one star (see Fig. 2), and $5 New 
York face 58 notes. San Francisco and Philadelphia $5s remain unknown. Report new discoveries to 
fivedollarguy@optonline.net. 
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Fig 2. Late‐finished 
1934A $10 NY star 
note with face 169. 
(Courtesy of R. 
Calderman) 
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