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Mississippi Realizes It Needs Currency 

It was nearing the end of 1861, and the war, though only months old, was lasting longer 
than many Southerners had expected or planned for.  Like other states, Mississippi needed 
currency to conduct its business.  So, on December 19, 1861, the Mississippi Legislature 
passed an act that authorized the production of $5 million in “cotton-pledged” notes.  “Cotton-
pledged” meant that the State of Mississippi promised to the bearer of the notes future cash 
payments in exchange for cotton.  

Section 1 of this act listed specifics about the notes themselves, including that the notes 
were to be printed from engraved plates, listing the denominations to be produced, specifying 
the text to be printed on the notes, how they were to be signed, how they were to be delivered 
to the State Treasurer, and how the State would pay for them.   

The remaining 18 Sections of this Act specified other details about these notes, such as 
the terms of advancement, rates to be paid for the cotton received, how the cotton was to be 
delivered to the State, bookkeeping and deposition of received funds, and penalties for failure to 
comply with terms.   

The Act and Section 1 (Laws of the State of Mississippi 1861/1862) read: 

CHAPTER XIV.  An act to be entitled an act authorizing the issuance of 
Treasury Notes, as advances upon cotton.  
Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, That the 
Governor and Auditor of the State shall contract for printing upon engraved 
plates of Treasury notes of the denomination of one, two and a half, three, five, 
ten, twenty, fifty and one hundred dollars, to be advanced upon cotton at the 
rate of five cents per pound, in the mode and manner hereinafter prescribed. 
Said notes shall be signed by the Treasurer, and countersigned by the auditor, 
and shall read, on their face, as follows:  
“On demand, after proclamation to present, the State of Mississippi will pay to 
the bearer, the sum of ____________ dollar [s] out of proceeds of cotton 
pledged for redemption of this note, at the Treasurer’s office in Jackson, 
Mississippi.   Issued  _________ day of ___________ 186_. 
 _____________   Auditor of Public Accounts      _____________ Treasurer” 
and 
“Receivable in payment of all dues to the State and counties, except the 
Military Tax.” 
The plates so engraved shall be deposited, in a sealed and soldered box, in the 
office of the Treasurer ; and the Governor is authorized to draw his warrant on 
the Auditor, who shall draw his warrant on the Treasurer, for the payment of 
the sum due for the engraving and printing of said plates which shall be paid 
out of any money not otherwise appropriated.  Provided, the amount of notes 
authorized to be issued by this act shall not exceed the sum of five millions of 
dollars. 
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Fig. 10. Gov. John J.  Pettus. 
Courtesy of  Mississippi Dept 
of Archives & History

The State Auditor Finds that the Government Cannot Carry out this Act as Written 
Fifteen days after passage of the act authorizing issuance of cotton-pledged notes, on 

January 13, 1862, Mississippi State Auditor Andrew Boyd Dilworth and Mississippi Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Cotesworth Pinckney Smith reported in a memorandum to Mississippi’s 
governor John Jones Pettus that their investigations revealed it was impossible to fulfill in a 
timely fashion the actions specified in the act of December 19th.  Specifically, they had expected 
to have the notes engraved in New Orleans, but learned that this would take nearly six months 
to complete. 

They solicited proposals from printers for a more timely production.  They received 
only two proposals.  One was from John Douglas of New Orleans to use lithography, and the 
second was from Hutton & Freligh of Memphis to use electrotyping.  The two proposals included 
examples of the notes to be produced and the rates to be charged.  

Dilworth and Smith’s report (Journal of the House of Representatives of the State of 
Mississippi 1861/1862) reads: 

Sir:  After full inquiry and consultation with professional engravers in the city of 
New Orleans, respecting the engraving and printing upon plates the five millions 
of dollars of the Treasury notes of the State of Mississippi, we found that the job 
could not be executed short of the 1st July next, and believing such delay would 
defeat the whole object of the bill providing for the same, declined entering into 
any contract.  But being anxious to facilitate the design of the Legislature, to give 
relief to the people at as early a day as possible, received two propositions – one 
from Messrs. Hutton & Freligh, Memphis, Tenn., to execute the work by 
electrotype, a specimen of which, with rates of charges, is herewith annexed, 
marked “A ;” the other from Mr. John Douglas, New Orleans, La., to do the work 
by lithograph, a specimen of work, with charges, also annexed, marked “B.” 

All of which is respectfully submitted to your excellency. 
A. B. DILWORTH 
C. P. SMITH 

Pettus Informs the Legislature and Makes Two 
Recommendations 

The day after receiving the letter from Dilworth and Smith, 
on Jan. 14, 1862, Governor Pettus (Fig. 10) communicated to the 
Mississippi Legislature Dilworth and Smith’s findings. He also made 
two recommendations. One was his preference that Douglas receive 
the contract over Hutton & Freligh. The other was that a new bureau 
be created and funded to manage production and issuance of the 
Treasury notes. 

Pettus’ message (Journal of the House of Representatives 
of the State of Mississippi 1861/1862) reads: 

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives. 
     I herewith transmit to the Legislature a report made to me by Judge C. P. 
Smith and Hon. A. B. Dilworth, who visited New Orleans for the purpose of 
making the necessary arrangements for issuing the Treasury notes to be 
advanced on cotton, provided for by act of the Legislature at your recent 
session.  From their report and accompanying documents it will be seen that the 
requisite number of notes printed from “engraved plates” as required by the act 
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above referred to, cannot be prepared and issued in time to meet the wants of 
the people or the expectations of the Legislature, as it will require several 
months to engrave the plates and print the notes in the manner prescribed by 
your recent act. 
     If the Legislature should deem it expedient to authorize the printing in the 
manner prescribed by John Douglas, engraver in New Orleans (proposition and 
specimen of work herewith submitted,) these Treasury notes may be prepared 
and ready to issue in six weeks.  Mr. Douglas proposes to print by lithograph, 
and commence the work at once if his proposition is accepted.  He also asks an 
advance of two thousand dollars, and I suggest the propriety of paying the 
expenses of issuing these notes out of any funds which may be received from 
Richmond, as our Treasury notes cannot be used at par in New Orleans. 
     Another proposition was received from Messrs. Hutton & Freligh, of Memphis, 
Tenn., to print by electrotype.  Terms and specimens of work herewith submitted.  
Should either of these modes of printing be authorized by the Legislature, I am 
informed the work could be accomplished in time to meet the wants of the 
people of this State.  The lithographing proposed by Mr. Douglas I think the best.  
I respectfully suggest to the Legislature that the act providing for issuing these 
Treasury notes be further amended so as to provide for a separate bureau to take 
charge of the printing and issuing these notes.  The labor of the present 
departments of the State Government have [sic] been more than doubled by the 
existing war.  For this and other reasons I feel confident that the interest of the 
State would be promoted by organizing a distinct and separate department to 
manage this important branch of State service.  If objections are made to this 
that additional offices must be created and additional expenses incurred in 
salaries, A very small per cent. on the amount advanced, say one-fourth of one 
per cent., paid by parties to whom advances are made, would probably be 
sufficient to pay the salaries of these additional officers. 
     JOHN J. PETTUS 

 
Mississippi Legislature Amends the Act of December 19th 
 Fifteen days after Pettus’ request, on January 29, 1862, the Mississippi Legislature 
passed a supplemental act that authorized contracting a printer who would produce cotton-
pledged using electrotyping rather than engraved plates, and authorized hiring staff to produce 
notes, including clerks to sign for the auditor and treasurer. Given the specification of 
electrotyping, it is clear that in the two weeks since Pettus recommended contracting with 
Douglas, something changed to favor Hutton & Freligh.   
 This supplemental act (Laws of the State of Mississippi 1861/1862) reads: 

CHAPTER CCXIV.  AN ACT supplemental to an act passed at the present 
session of the Legislature, entitled an act authorizing the issuance of Treasury 
Notes as advances upon Cotton. 
Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, That in order 
to expedite the issuance of the treasury notes authorized to be issued in the act 
to which this is a supplement, it shall be lawful for the governor and auditor to 
contract for their printing upon plates to be electrotyped from the engraved 
plates upon which said governor and auditor are now required by said act to 
have said notes printed ; and said notes when so printed upon said electrotyped 
plates, shall be signed, countersigned and issued, and in all respects be 
considered as though they had been directly printed upon said engraved plates 
as in said original act provided.  
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the auditor and treasurer are hereby fully 
authorized and empowered to employ such number of clerks as they may deem 
necessary to sign and countersign said notes for said auditor and treasurer 
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respectively, so as conveniently to furnish said notes after they shall be printed 
according to the applications that may be made for them under the operation of 
said act to which this is a supplement, and the signatures of such clerks for 
said auditor and treasurer respectively, when so employed and duly authorized 
and empowered by said auditor and treasurer shall be of the same force and 
effect as though the same were directly signed by said auditor and treasurer.  

Mississippi Legislature Authorizes Production of Faith-of-the-State-Pledged Notes 
On that same day, January 29, 1862, the Mississippi Legislature passed another act, 

this one authorizing the production of $2.5 million in faith-of-the-state-pledged Treasury notes, 
to be specifically used as a military fund. These notes did not involve a promise for future cash 
in lieu of a pledge of cotton. Rather, they relied on the citizens’ good faith that the state would 
eventually be solvent, and the notes were fundable in bonds when given in amounts greater 
than $500.  

This act specified that notes were to be printed using electrotyped plates, the text to be 
printed on the notes, and denominations to be printed. It also stated that, unlike the cotton-
pledged notes, these notes were not backed by any specific funds, but rather by “the faith of the 
state of Mississippi.” It also specified how the Governor would pay for printing of the notes, and 
that the auditor and treasurer were authorized to hire clerks to produce the notes. The specifics 
of this law indicate that faith-of-the-state-pledged notes were also to be printed by Hutton & 
Freligh, though not mentioned by name.   

The Act and relevant sections (Laws of the State of Mississippi 1861/1862) read: 

CHAPTER CCLXV.  AN ACT authorizing the issuance of Treasury Notes on 
behalf of the State.  
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, That the 
Governor and Auditor of this State are hereby required, as soon as possible, to 
contract for the printing upon electrotype plates, of two and a half millions of 
dollars of the Treasury Notes of this State, which notes, signed by the 
Treasurer, and countersigned by the Auditor of Public Accounts, and 
ornamented with such designs as the Treasurer and Auditor may adopt, shall 
read on their face as follows :  
     "The State of Mississippi promises to pay to bearer ______________ dollars 
at the Treasury Office.  
   Issued __________ day of __________ 186_.  

  ________________ Auditor, _________________ Treasurer.  

And on some portion of the face of said notes shall be inserted as follows : 
"Faith of the State pledged ;" "Fundable in bonds bearing eight per cent., 
payable in ten years, when not less than five hundred dollars are presented." 
"Receivable in payment of all dues to the State."  Said notes shall be printed in 
denominations of five, ten, twenty, fifty, one hundred and five hundred dollars, 
and in such proportions of each as the said Governor and Auditor may 
determine. Said plates shall be soldered up in a tin box and deposited in the 
office of the treasury.  
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said notes, when procured, shall be 
deposited with the Treasurer, in the treasury of the State, and shall constitute a 
military fund to be expended in the defense of the State. All sums heretofore 
appropriated for military purposes, may be paid out of the said fund, and the 
Governor of this State is hereby authorized to draw his order upon the Auditor, 
who shall draw his warrant upon the Treasurer, in favor of such persons and in 
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such sums, and for such purposes as he may deem necessary in providing for 
the military exigencies and general defense of the State.  
…. 
Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the faith of the State of Mississippi is hereby 
pledged for the ultimate redemption and payment of the notes and bonds 
authorized to be issued by this act. 
Sec. 6.  Be it further enacted, That all funds which now are or which hereafter 
may be, in the treasury, not otherwise appropriate, and all funds which may be 
obtained from the Confederate States in discharge of their indebtedness to this 
State, are hereby appropriated as far as necessary, in the payment of the debt 
contracted for the printing of said notes, and the Governor is authorized to 
draw his order on the Auditor who shall draw his warrant on the treasurer for 
the amount of said debt.  In addition to the said appropriation, the Governor is 
hereby authorized, if in his opinion it may be necessary, to procure the printing 
of said notes at the earliest period, to execute the bond of this State for the 
amount of said debt, bearing ten per cent per annum interest from its date, and 
payable at such time as he may agree and for the payment of said bond, the 
faith of the State is hereby pledged. 
Sec. 7.  Be it further enacted, That the Auditor and Treasurer are hereby 
authorized to employ the service of such clerks as may be retained in their 
offices, under any previous law, in carrying out the purposed of this act ; and 
should said clerks be insufficient, then the said Auditor and Treasurer are 
hereby authorized to procure the services of such clerks as may be necessary 
to that end ; Provided, the pay of said clerks shall not exceed the rate of eight 
hundred dollars a year for the time they may be so employed, and any money 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated is hereby appropriated to their 
payment. 

Contract for Production of the Faith-of-the-State-Pledged Notes 
One month after passage of these acts, on March 1, 1862, Governor Pettus and the 

new auditor, A. J. Gillespie, entered into a contract with Hutton & Freligh for the production of 
the notes.  The contract specified that these notes were to be printed for four cents per note and 
produced strictly according to the referenced act of January 29th “authorizing the issuance of 
Treasury Notes on behalf of the State.” 

The contract (John J. Pettus Correspondence and Papers) stipulated the following: 

Whereas the Legislature of Mississippi, by act entitled “An act authorizing the 
issuance of Treasury notes on behalf of the State,” approved 29th January 1862 
directs the Governor and Auditor of Public Accounting to contract for printing upon 
Electrotype plates two and a half millions of dollars of the Treasury notes of this 
State, the Governor and Auditor aforesaid have this day made and entered into the 
following contract with W. M. Hutton and J. H. Freligh … viz the said Hutton & 
Freligh agree and bind themselves to print and furnish for the consideration of four 
cents per bill or notes as many bills or notes, and of the various denominations 
authorized to before by said act as the Governor many direct.  The same to be 
executed in a workmanlike manner, upon good bank paper, in all respects according 
to the directions of said act, and subjected to the approval of the Governor and 
Auditor aforesaid.  They further agree and bind themselves, without additional 
compensation to furnish the plates upon which said bills or notes may be printed to 
be deposited in the Office of the State Treasurer as required by said act. 
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[signed, with seals, on 1st day of March 1862 by John J. Pettus, A. J. Gillespie, W. 
M. Hutton, J. H. Freligh, and A. N. Kimball]   

Governor Pettus Reports on Production of Cotton- and Faith-of-the-State-Pledged Notes 
Pettus reported to the Mississippi Legislature that Hutton & Freligh were awarded the 

contract for producing by electrotyping both the cotton-pledged and faith-of-the-state-pledged 
series.  He explained that they were chosen because they were the only printers that could 
produce the notes of the type and in the time required by the State. He reported the production 
cost was 4 cents per note.   

In addition, he reported that 657,156 cotton-pledged notes were printed at a cost of 
$26,286.24, and 205,295 faith-of-the-state-pledged notes for $8,211.80. Thus Hutton & Freligh 
were paid $34,498.04 for 862,451 notes.  

Pettus’ message (Journal of the House of Representatives of the State of Mississippi 
1862/1863) read: 

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Columbus, Mississippi, Nov. 3  1863. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives: 

I sent Hon. A. B. Dilworth, as agent for the State of Mississippi, to the city of 
Memphis to make contracts with Messrs. Hutton & Freligh, the only persons known 
to me in the country in condition at that time to print the Treasury notes for the 
“Cotton Loan” in the manner provided.  Contracts for printing the Treasury notes for 
the advance on cotton, of the denominations specified in the act approved 19th 
December, 1861, upon electrotype plates as directed by the supplemental act 
approved January 29th, 1862, and also for printing the Treasury notes to be issued on 
State account for military purposes, provided by an act approved January 29th, 1862, 
were made with them at a cost of four cents per note. Of the notes to be used as an 
“advance upon cotton” there were printed six hundred and fifty seven thousand, one 
hundred and fifty-six, which at a cost of four cents per note amounted to the sum of 
twenty-six thousand, two hundred and eighty-six dollars and twenty-four cents, 
($26,286.24;) and for the notes to be issued for military purposes there were printed 
two hundred and five thousand, two hundred and ninety-five, at a cost of eight 
thousand two hundred and eleven dollars and eighty cents, ($8,211.80) making the 
total aggregate cost of printing the notes amount to the sum of thirty-four thousand, 
four hundred and ninety-eight dollars and four cents, ($34,498.04.) The great demand 
for change notes of the cotton money made it necessary to have a large proportion of 
these printed. This caused the disproportion in the cost of printing the five million 
“cotton money” and the two and one-half millions of Treasury notes. 

Documents do not show why Pettus passed over John Douglas, despite Pettus’ earlier 
preference him. Presumably, it was because Douglas could not fulfill the terms of his proposal, 
in either cost or time. It is understandable that Pettus initially preferred Douglas, as he was a 
well-known engraver and printer in New Orleans. In 1861 and early 1862, Douglas had a 
substantial record of printing money and other financial documents. He had produced bonds, 
government warrants, and other fiscal paper for the Confederacy, notes for Louisiana and 
Georgia, and notes for railroads such as the New Orleans, Jackson & Great Northern Rail Road 
Co. and the Mississippi Central Rail-Road Co. Yet his New Orleans business was relatively 
small and of limited productive capacity. His printing activities took a hit when New Orleans was 
occupied by Federal troops on April 24, 1862. But clearly Hutton & Freligh in Memphis had 
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 Figure 12. Examples of Mississippi faith-of-the-state-pledged Treasury notes. 

established a strong regional reputation as printers, including with the Confederate government 
and in printing private scrip. Pettus and other Mississippi government officials must have been 
impressed by their credentials and ability to produce the notes in a timely fashion.   

Hutton & Freligh produced the cotton-pledged notes in denominations of $100, $50, $20, 
$10, $5, $3, $2.50, and $1 as specified in the December 19th 1861 act.  However, they 
produced the faith-of-the-state-pledged notes in denominations of $50, $20, $10, and $5, 
differing from the January 29th 1862 act which also specified $100 and $500 note 
denominations. Why and how did this change occur? 

Figure 11. Examples of Mississippi cotton-pledged Treasury notes. 
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Fig. 13. Letter from Hutton & Freligh to Gov. 
Pettus on May 15, 1862. From John J. Pettus 
Correspondence MF #1218. Courtesy of 
Mississippi Dept of Archives and History. 

One hint comes from Pettus’ address to the Legislature on November 3, 1863, during 
which he said that the State had an unexpected demand for change notes: “The great demand 
for change notes of the cotton money made it necessary to have a large proportion of these 
printed. This caused the disproportion in the cost of printing the five million “cotton money” and 
the two and one-half millions of Treasury notes.”   

An exchange of telegrams and letters between the Governor and Hutton & Freligh in mid 
May 1862 explains this change, as described in the next section. 

Hutton & Freligh Produce Additional “Fifties & under” Notes  
On May 15, 1862, Hutton & Freligh wrote a letter from Grenada, responding to a query in 

a telegram from Pettus the previous day (Fig. 13). Pettus asked to receive details about planned 
production of “Fifties & under” notes.  They told 
him that they planned to arrange notes of $50 and 
under in sheets of $100, with each sheet having 
one $50 note, one $20 note, two $10 notes, one 
$5 note, one $3 note, and two $1 notes. They 
ended by asking Pettus to telegram if he desired 
another arrangement of notes on a sheet. Several 
features of this letter are noteworthy. First, the 
letterhead shows that Hutton & Freligh used a 
dual billing of Southern Monthly Magazine and 
Southern Publishing House, showing the 
importance of their literary magazine in their eyes, 
and their economical use of scarce paper. 
Second, this letter shows that Hutton & Freligh 
had already moved to Grenada, and thus they 
printed these notes in Grenada sometime after 
May 15th 1862. Third, these sheets are probably 
the same referred to by Kraus (2003): “A partial 
sheet [of faith-of-the-state-pledged notes] exists 
with the corner note position unprinted indicating 
a $100 note was intended but not printed.” This 
sheet and this letter from Hutton & Freligh, 

together with a lack of extant $100 denomination 
faith-of-the-state-pledged notes, help to explain 
the assertion of Kraus (2003) and Shull (2005) 
that the $100 denomination faith-of-the-state-
pledged notes do not exist. Fourth, this letter by 

Hutton & Freligh raises a curiosity. They were proposing that these “Fifties & under” note sheets 
should include $50, $20, $10, $5, $3, and $1 denomination notes 

 Why did they propose these denominations? They do not correspond to denominations 
produced in either cotton- or faith-of-the-state-pledged series?  The faith-of-the-state-pledged 
series were: July 1862: $10, $5 (note: Shull 2006 and Criswell 1992 list Cr29, a $20 note dated 
July 1 1862, but its existence is doubtful according to records); and November 1862: $50, $20, 
$10, $5. The cotton-pledged notes were:  March/April/May 1862: $100, $50, $20, $10, $5, 
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$2.50, $1; and November 1862: $3, $2.50, $1.  So, if these “Fifties & under” note sheets were 
produced as suggested by Hutton & Freligh, to include $50, $20, $10, $5, $3, and $1 
denomination notes, then one possibility is that they were produced for the November 1862 
series, which included the November faith-of-the-state-pledged notes ($50, $20, $10, $5) and 
the November cotton-pledged notes ($3, $2.50, and  $1). 

This makes sense except that Hutton & Freligh’s plan did not mention producing $2.50 
notes. Perhaps these were printed in a different run, according to a separate agreement whose 
documentation is missing, but referred to by Pettus as needed (“The great demand for change 
notes of the cotton money made it necessary to have a large proportion of these printed.”)  In 
any case, this letter is the most likely explanation for Hutton & Freligh’s deviations from the 
directives of the Mississippi Legislature. It resulted in their not printing $100 and $500 notes in 
faith-of-the-state pledged notes. 
When, Where, and How Were the Notes Printed? 

The Mississippi cotton- and faith-of-the-state-pledged notes not only lack a printer’s 
name but they also lack a print date and location.  Thus, it is not known when or where they 
were printed.  We know that the contract for the faith-of-the-state-pledged notes was March 1st 
1862, and the contract for the cotton-pledged notes was probably before then, probably at least 
by early February 1862.   

The first of the cotton-pledged notes were hand signed and dated by representatives of 
the auditor and treasurer on March 1, 2, 5, 6, and 7 (MS Cr9, 10, and 11C).  These first notes 
probably were produced in late January or February 1862.  Some notes ($10, $5, $2.50) were 
dated April 1. During that time, because Hutton & Freligh were in Memphis, these early notes 
apparently were printed there.   

However, Hutton & Freligh had left Memphis, fleeing the Federal invasion of Tennessee, 
and relocated to Grenada during the first two weeks of April.  Most of the cotton-pledged notes 
are signed on May 1 or November 1, with some on April 1.  The faith-of-the-state-pledge notes 
were mostly dated July 1, November 1, 1862, or even later – January 1, 1863.  Unless Hutton & 
Freligh printed all of their notes quickly in Memphis, finishing by early March before moving to 
Grenada and having the notes signed later after production, then Hutton & Freligh must have 
printed some in Grenada.  This seems the more likely scenario. 

Hutton & Freligh’s use of electrotyping was an advanced form of typography in which 
printing blocks were made of a hard material (Tremmel 2007).  After a wooden block of the 
image was made, the image was transferred to a soft medium, such as wax, which was then 
coated through electrolysis with a layer of copper.  This metal shell was removed from the mold, 
fitted into a block, and used as part of a plate for printing.  An advantage of this technique was 
that many copper plates could be made from the engraver’s original  block. 

The Mississippi Treasury notes themselves have multiple layers of printing (Shull 2006). 
They have a colored undertint, either gray or pink.  Then, printed on top of that is a colored 
underprint of the words “COTTON PLEDGED” or “Faith of the State Pledged” and the 
denomination, in either green or drab according to Shull (although Kraus 2003 distinguishes 
between brown and gray rather than lumping these as drab). The drab underprint was used on 
the earliest notes, during March 1–7, 1862, and the green underprint was used on all later 
notes. The remainder of the printing was done in black ink. All notes are printed uniface, most 
on plain paper.  Because paper was becoming scarce, some were printed on backs of auditor’s 
bills or fractional notes of the Mississippi Cotton Company. 

The quality of the production of these notes is not high, as revealed by many of the 
notes’ features and as seen in the examples in Figures 11 and 12.  The undertint often does not 
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cover the entirety of the note’s surface, leaving some of the printed text or vignettes partly over 
colored tint and partly over the uncolored paper.  The lettering is often indistinct and in some 
cases even missing, because the printing type was worn down and ink was increasingly scarce. 
The vignettes are not of high quality and, like the lettering, are sometimes faint. 

Hutton & Freligh published nearly one million Mississippi treasury notes. Yet this 
massive endeavor was not even mentioned in Freligh’s obituary, and it appears that this was 
unknown, overlooked, or forgotten by many at that time, as it almost has been up to now. Many 
details to this story remaining missing, such as how Hutton & Freligh found the enormous 
quantities of paper and ink necessary for production.  
Vignettes of Hutton & Freligh’s Paper Money 

The vignettes on these Mississippi notes and scrip help tell two stories.  The first story 
comes from their subject matter. These images tell of a life familiar to Southerners: railroads, 
steamboats, sailors, slaves picking cotton, farmers, farming equipment, and produce. The 
vignettes also include classical images, not specific to Southerners but an important part of their 
culture: Justice, Freedom (according to Shull 2006, or Athena according to Kraus 2003), 
Industry, and Agriculture (through the goddess Ceres). They also include romanticized images 
of Indians.  

The vignettes also tell a second story: the professional life of printers and the impact of 
the war on them.  At the time of the production of the Mississippi Treasury notes, Hutton & 
Freligh were regional printers, with most work in Memphis.  With the publication of the Southern 
Monthly and William Hardee’s Rifle and Light Infantry Tactics, they had a somewhat broader 
sphere of influence. Nonetheless, most of their work was done quickly and cheaply, as 
evidenced by the use of electrotyping for printing paper money.  Consequently, their product 
was not of high quality.  This is true of the artwork on their money – the vignettes.  

Did Hutton & Freligh’s team include engravers who made their own artwork, or did 
Hutton & Freligh acquire reproductions of engravings from other printers?  Answers to these 
questions are in comparing the images on Hutton & Freligh’s notes with notes of others using 
these same vignettes. Three examples are provided in Figure 14.   

In each row is a set of three images of the same vignette, with the identities of the notes 
listed in the figure legend.  In each row, the left image is from Hutton & Freligh’s Mississippi 
Treasury notes; the center image is from a note of another printer produced during the war; and 
the right image is from a high-quality, pre-war note produced by one of the major national 
engraving companies.  

These three examples show that the left and center pair of vignettes are so similar, even 
when scrutinized in fine detail, that they were printed from plates taken from the same 
engraving. Their images are identical to other poor-quality reproductions, suggesting that Hutton 
and Freligh appreciated was was cheap and available. The poor quality of the scrip of Hutton & 
Freligh and their contemporaries is clear when theirs is compared to pre-war examples shown in 
the right column.  Extending this analysis to the other vignettes in Hutton & Freligh’s work shows 
the same pattern. Thus, at least for most of their vignettes, Hutton & Freligh neither produced 
their own artwork nor made their own engravings, but rather used copies of others’ work. This is 
no discredit to Hutton & Freligh; it was typical of the time, as documented by Bowers (2006), 
Doty (2013), and others.  Too, Hutton & Freligh saved money by using many of the same 
vignettes on the Mississippi Treasury notes and their private scrip, as demonstrated by 
comparing the scrip notes on Figure 8 with Mississippi Treasury notes on Figures 11 and 12 
and Table 1. Vignettes used on both scrip and Mississippi Treasury notes include slaves picking 
cotton, steamboats, railroads, sailor boy with oar, Indian looking right, and the dog head.  
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Figure 14. Three examples of 
vignettes on Hutton & Freligh’s 
Mississippi notes and their 
origins.  Top row: Left, 
Mississippi cotton-pledged, $5, 
May 1, 1862, Hutton & Freligh, 
MS-Cr18; Center, Hillsville 
Savings Bank, Hillsville, VA, 15 
cents, April 26, 1862, St. Clair’s 
Powers Press, Wytheville, VA 
(Courtesy of Heritage 
Auctions); Right, Metropolitan 
Bank, Washington DC, $5, Feb. 
3, 1854, Wellstood, Hanks, Hay 
& Whiting, NY (Courtesy of 
Heritage Auctions). Middle row: 
Left, Mississippi cotton-
pledged, $2.50, May 1, 1862, 
Hutton & Freligh, MS-Cr20; 
Center, L. Merriman Dry Goods 
Dealer, Ohio, 25 cents, Nov. 1, 
1862 (Courtesy of Heritage 
Auctions); Right, New England 
Commercial Bank, Newport RI, 
$10, 1850s, New England Bank 
Note Co., Boston (Courtesy of 
Heritage Auctions).  Bottom 
row: Left, Mississippi cotton-
pledged, $2.50, May 1, 1862, 
Hutton & Freligh, MS-Cr15; 
Center, G. W. Holt, New 
Orleans, LA, 50 cents, January 
1, 1862 (Courtesy of Heritage 
Auctions); Right,  Erie and 
Kalamazoo RailRoad Bank, 
Adrian, MI, $10, 1854, Toppan, 
Carpenter, Casilear & Co., New 
York & Phila. (Courtesy of 
Heritage Auctions).   

 Finally, of all the vignettes from Hutton & Freligh’s Mississippi treasury notes and private 
scrip, two vignettes stand out, and are shown in Figure 15. The image to the left is on 
Mississippi cotton-pledged $50 notes, and the image to the right is on Mississippi cotton-
pledged $10 notes and Mississippi faith-of-the-state-pledged $20 and $5 notes.  These 
vignettes stand out because they are rarely seen on paper money or other printing of the time. 
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Figure 15. Two vignettes 
from Hutton & Freligh’s 
Mississippi Treasury 
notes that, unlike most of 
their vignettes, were 
rarely used by other 
printers of obsolete 
currency. 

Hutton & Freligh in 1863 and After 
At the end of 1862, Grant was moving south towards Grenada.  Some evacuated the 

town, like John McClanahan and the Appeal, in November (Ellis, 2003).  But in December, the 
Confederates attacked Grant and caused him to change paths and strategies, moving 
southwest towards Vicksburg.  This spared Grenada, briefly, before it was sacked twice by 
Federal troops – once in August 1863, and again on January 1, 1865. In both cases, Federal 
raids led to the burning of railroad stock and equipment, supporting buildings and supplies, and 
other military targets.  Undoubtedly, there was significant damage to private property and 
businesses. 

Between the end of 1862 and the end of the war, the record of professional activities of 
Hutton & Freligh is scarce. No documentation of business between Hutton & Freligh and the  

Confederates has been found, nor records of printing of books, journals, or other materials.  It 
appears that Hutton & Freligh remained in Grenada until the end of the war. One of Freligh’s 
daughters died there in 1865. Presumably Hutton & Freligh remained in the printing business, 
although it was undoubtedly limited in Grenada.  

After the war, both Hutton and Freligh moved back to Memphis, but it appears that they 
pursued independent ventures.  Articles in The Memphis Daily Appeal show both were involved 
in printing and both were well-respected citizens.   

Hutton was listed in Memphis directories and censuses over the decades after the war 
as a printer, as were several of his sons who lived with and worked for him.  In 1867, Hutton 
sold advertising timetables for railroads.  He was elected in 1885 as an emeritus member of the 
International Typographical Union, and he was active in the Episcopal Church.  He died in 
Memphis in 1910.  

Freligh, in the partnership of Freligh & Hite, published Merchants’ Exchange Prices 
Current in 1866. He was secretary of the Chamber of Commerce till 1867.  In 1869, he and his 
family embarked on a three-year adventure, living in Rio de Janeiro where he was owner and 
editor of Brazilian World, an English-language newspaper meant for export to the rest of the 
world.  Upon his return, Freligh “settled down to a very quiet life. He had a strong literary taste 
and was a close student of natural philosophy and political economy, and he contributed 
frequently for the daily papers” (from his obituary).  Among his activities as J. H. Freligh & Co., 
he was publisher’s agent and sold books such as American Cyclopædia and The Military 
Operation of Gen. Beauregard from 1861 to 1865.  He was active in the Democratic Party.  He 
died in 1885. 
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Freligh’s obituary encapsulates the influence that he and Hutton had on their world and 
the effects of the war on many:  

“[I]n his time [he] exercised a large influence in his sphere of life, and was highly 
esteemed and respected…At the break of the war he was a member of the firm of Hutton 
& Freligh, which was publishing the Southern Monthly.  He espoused the Southern cause 
and sacrificed his property and interests…. He was one among the last of a former 
generation, and although he took an interest in public affairs and appeared on the streets 
almost daily…he was but little known to the new generation that has come upon the 
stage since the war.”   
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