
How Four People Changed the History of the United States       
by Steven Jennings©  

 

This is a story of 4 people—two bankers very similar men who signed a $2 national currency note from 
Freeport, Illinois in 1864, and two of their children who were about as dissimilar as two people can get 
and how all 4 changed the history of the United States.   

Abraham Lincoln stops by to say “Hi”--twice                                    

  At age 23, Abraham Lincoln was in the far northwestern corner of Illinois at the end of the 
Blackhawk (Indian) War of 1832 with a troop of soldiers which had been hastily organized as a burial 
party. As an officer of the U.S. Army, Lincoln’s job was to bury the dead soldiers from the skirmishes 
that had occurred on the banks of Yellow Creek about 12 miles west of Freeport. Yellow Creek feeds into 
the semi-navigable Pecatonica River at Freeport. In May, there were also soldier units south of Freeport at 
Dixon’s Ferry (an obsolete note) and east of Freeport at Stillman’s Grove. Amid much confusion caused 
by duplicity, drunkenness of the soldiers, white squatters’ intent on stealing Indian property and double 
dealing by governments, Blackhawk fought on, eventually leaving the area in late 1832. Many of the 
Indian trails they all followed went through Freeport, so that while the town was not officially settled 
until 2 years later, Lincoln was probably in Freeport before there was a city and was certainly in 
Stephenson County before it was a county. 

In the ensuing 26 years, Freeport had grown from a frontier town to a viable community which 
lies in the far northwestern corner of the state of Illinois. Thus, it was that Lincoln and Stephen A. 
Douglas, candidates for the Federal Senate seat from Illinois, came to debate that hot day, August 27, 
1858, the issue of state’s rights and slavery. The official debate site is a few blocks northeast of the 
banking center of the town. This debate, second of seven held though out the state, was the furthest north, 
with Anna/Jonesboro, almost 400 miles away, being the farthest south. 

A Short History of Banking in the Freeport Area 

Before President Lincoln and Treasury Secretary Salmon P. Chase established the national 
currency era, counterfeiting of state bank notes was rampant even on the western frontier of Illinois. “An 
almost equally profitable activity (in contrast to stealing horses) was the making and passing of 
counterfeit paper money. The press for this operation was located in a tavern/hotel in Lee County. This 
was probably at Dixon’s Ferry.” The passing of spurious money was aided by Charles Waterman, who 
had recently moved to Freeport, IL from Sycamore about 70 miles east of Chicago. Much of this activity 
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was curtailed however, when the Prairie Pirates, a vigilante group, which had apparently been formed to 
face the problems of being cheated by counterfeit money, executed John Driscoll and his son in 18411.  

The first bank in Freeport, The Freeport Bank, was founded in 1851 by long-time prominent 
resident Oscar Taylor.  It failed in October 14, 1857 during the national financial panic.  The second bank, 
The Stephenson County Bank was founded in 1852 by Thomas Long in the downtown three block area 
that comprised the entire banking district. Only proof obsolete notes of the bank are known today. It 
voluntarily dissolved in 1884. The third bank, The City Bank survived one year from 1856-57. The 
Farmer’s Bank, the fourth bank was founded in 1857 by DeForest, Hyde and Company (printed some 
obsolete notes), and led directly to the First National Bank, when it was formed in 1864. (Charter #’s 319, 
2875 and 13695)2. The fifth bank was The Freeport Savings Bank which became The Second National 
Bank and was founded on January 1, 1863 by Alex H. Stone. The bank incorporators had issued 
subscription bonds in November, 1863 which allowed for them to operate later as a national bank.3 It 
received its National Bank Charter on March 15, 1864 with Mr. Stone as head cashier. Within a year, 
Stone retired/resigned and Luther Guiteau, who had been employed at the bank as a cashier/bookkeeper, 
became head cashier. Given Luther’s background, I suspect he was actually in training for that year. 
John Huy Addams—President of the Second National Bank of Freeport, Illinois 1864-1881  

Mr. Addams was born on July 12, 1822 in Sinking Springs, 
Pennsylvania. His grandfather had changed the spelling of his name in the 
1700’s in order to avoid conflicts with the Presidential Adams family.  
Apparently, Abraham Lincoln was a personal friend and sent him letters 
addressed to “My Dear Mr. Double-D Addams.” Addams probably met 
Lincoln while at the Whig and Republican gatherings throughout the state 
and spent time with him again during the debates of 1858.   

He married Sarah Weber in a Quaker ceremony in Pa. on July 18, 
1844, although both of them identify themselves as “Evangelical 
Christians.”  John was identified by one author as a Hicksite Quaker, i.e. 
one could create personal salvation by perfectionist religious acts which 
included helping others to be perfect4. As part of and consistent with this 
belief, he taught Sunday School most of his life. He served on the Rockford 
Young Ladies Seminary board which later became known as the Rockford 
College/University.  

He was elected as a Whig to the Illinois state senate for 16 years, 
helped organize the Republican Party in Wisconsin and for Stephenson County and the Lincoln-Douglas 
Debate in Freeport. Finally, he helped run the “Old Settler’s Day” events in Cedarville and aided poor 
people in the community with personal financial contributions.  

He moved to Cedarville Illinois, a village 5 miles north of Freeport on July 29, 1844 and bought a 
grist mill to grind corn and wheat into flour and 80 acres on Cedar Creek for $4400.  He had learned the 
business from two uncles who owned similar mills in PA.  He also started a linseed oil extracting 
company. As there was no Quaker church, he and Sarah attended the local Presbyterian Church, although 
they never joined as members. John and Sarah had 9 children during the 1840s-1860s. Sarah died in 
childbirth January, 1863 so their oldest daughter, Mary at age 17, took on the responsibility of raising the 
other children until John remarried five years later 
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In the 1850’s, John invested in some local businesses and bought several farms from the mill 
profits. He lobbied and spoke widely to bring the Galena and Chicago Railroad Company to Freeport 
which laid track through Northwestern Illinois in 1853 and later became the Illinois Central Railroad and 
built the Union depot in downtown Freeport.  In 1854 he built a new house on his acreage in Cedarville, 
which to this day is privately owned and still in use.  

John was elected to the Illinois state senate on the Whig party ticket and in May 1864, helped 
charter the Second National Bank of Freeport with a capitalization of $50,000 which was increased to 
$100,000 in 1865. John was the first president. The bank building burned down on April 9, 1955. This 
fire eventually became a good thing for the bank, even though it was a disaster for all of the tenants who 
filled the upper 4 floors of the building and lost everything. When the Second National Bank merged with 
the First National Bank in 1933 there were promissory notes outstanding that were not acceptable in the 
merger. Thus, the Second National stayed in business to collect those notes as they came due and to rent 
out the building, but had no bank with which to conduct daily transactions.  When the building burned, 
the insurance for the building paid off, so that the long defunct bank actually paid off their stockholders at 
a profit.5  

In November 1868, John married widow Anna Hostetter Haldeman who had two children from 
here previous marriage and changed the household culture dramatically, much to the consternation of 
John’s daughter Jane.   

In 1870 he voluntarily gave up his Illinois State Senate seat to return to his local businesses and in 
August 1881, he sheltered what was left of the Guiteau family still living in Freeport from pressure of 
newspaper reporters by retreating with them to Wisconsin. John died of appendicitis on August 17, 1881 
while on this business/protection/vacation trip to Wisconsin at a hotel in Oshkosh. He is buried in the 
Cedarville cemetery. 

(Laura) Jane Addams-- daughter of John Addams    

John’s daughter Jane was the 8th of 9 children, 5 of whom live to adulthood. 
She was born on September 6, 1860 and was raised in the rural setting of Cedarville 
as upper middle class/wealthy. Thus, she was expected to do little or nothing as a 
well-to-do woman. She thoroughly enjoyed growing up in a rural village. 

In 1872, her older brother James Weber dropped out of the University of 
Michigan at Ann Arbor and worked at the flour mill and took care of the cattle on 
the family farm until “his mind gave way.”6 The family had him committed to the 
Illinois State Hospital for the Insane in Jacksonville for 5 months. Jane was affected 

by his sad condition and the even sadder conditions provided by the state for the mentally ill. His 
problems later became part of a much larger debate over inherited insanity within a family. He was visited 
by several more such attacks during the 1880’s. The current issue was resolved by a local court ruling that 
his problems had been caused by mental and physical exhaustion. More than one author has speculated 
that his mother Sarah’s death was harder on him than it was on Jane. Father John’s approach to this issue 
was that if Weber’s mental illness was not inherited, then it must have been a lack of effort to be perfect 
by Weber and by extension, a lack of creating perfectionism by John.  So John tried even harder to make 
sure Weber was perfect.  John, more or less, left Jane alone as she was being raised to be a proper lady. 
Current day psychologists speculate that Weber and Charles Guiteau were both paranoid schizophrenics. 
Some psychologists today suggest that early death of a parent can trigger such mental problems.  
Additionally, there was some question about the mental stability of stepmother Anna. She was known to 
bolt the kitchen door to prevent the ghost of Sarah, John’s first wife from wandering the house at night.7 

Jane attended Rockford Seminary in Rockford Illinois from 1877-1881. She was quite uncertain 
as to her future, although she took the most rigorous selection of classes available to her. The curriculum, 
at that time, was predominately used as a finishing school for proper ladies, not students. Her father did 
not approve of her choices, as she was to become a refined lady by his decision, but she persisted. When 
her father died in 1881, he left her with a share of his large estate.  
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After her father’s death Jane had the money and freedom to tour Europe with a variety of college 
and childhood friends including Ellen Gates Starr from nearby Durand, IL., in an attempt to figure out 
what to do with her life. Because of a series of physical problems (back pain) and illnesses in this time 
period, she was told by doctors that she would not be able to bear children. She began thinking about poor 
people through a variety of visits to different European cities. 

During 1885 she spent most of the year recovering from back surgery performed by Harry 
Haldeman. When Jane’s father married Anna, one of the children she brought with her was Harry. Thus, 
when he married Jane’s older sister Alice (How does that old song go?—I Am My Own Grandpa) he 
became her brother-in-law, stepbrother and personal doctor all at once. Harry would later become a 
banker in Kansas. Jane decided to help others as her life goal. Her readings had progressed from the strict 
religious based books of her father; to thinking “she had available to her only one notice that was both 
socially acceptable and a morally compelling benevolence, the duty of the privileged to help care for the 
underprivileged”.8  

In 1887-8, she Europe again with friends, along with Flora Guiteau, the last daughter of Luther 
and firmed up her ideas about helping the poor. Toynbee Hall in London, run by Oxford graduates for the 
benefit of the poor, became her guide. 

In September 1889 she bought the Hull-House located on the western edge of Chicago’s business 
district and together with Ellen Starr operated it as a settlement house using cultural enrichment for 
immigrants, practical advice for all comers and shelter for a limited number of women, pretty much for 
free to everyone. In 1900 she ran out of her own money and had to charge for services received and used 
donations from wealthy friends to help run the Hull House which then became a bastion of liberal thought 
with extended efforts to improve society. She made the seconding speech for the nomination of Teddy 
Roosevelt on the Progressive Party ticket (Bull Moose) being held in Chicago in 1912 and in October of 
that year visited him in a Milwaukee hospital where he recuperated from a bullet wound suffered in an 
assassination attempt while giving a campaign speech. He was saved by his glasses case and the thick 
pages of the speech as the bullet lodged in 
his rib cage, but the bullet did no more 
damage.9  

In 1931 she received the Nobel 
Peace Prize—the 4th American and the 1st 
woman to do so.10 She died from cancer on 
May 21, 1935 and was buried near her 
father in Cedarville cemetery which is a 
lovely setting about 100 feet from Cedar 
Creek and only about 300 yards from her 
childhood home.    

Luther Wilson Guiteau-- signed notes of the Second National Bank as head cashier from 1864-1880 

He was born on March 3, 1810 in Utica, New York where he was raised. He was the youngest of 
11 brothers and sisters. He was a follower of John Humphrey Noyes of Oneida Community New York.  
He tried to practice what Noyes preached which was a very similar form of perfectionism of the person as 
John Addams’ beliefs as a Hicksite Quaker. It led Luther to believe that he would live forever.  

He gained retail sales experience in New York, probably in a dry goods store and on May 8, 1833 
he married Jane August Howe in New York. Ca. 1834, they had a son Charles H. who died at age 14 in 
Freeport, IL. Luther and Jane then had a son, John Wilson in 1834-36 who was educated in Illinois and 
became an insurance agent in Boston. A daughter, Frances was born about 1835 in Ann Arbor Michigan. 
Jane became mentally and physically ill, probably due to post-partum depression after Charles Julius was 
born which led her to shave her head and stay in a darkened room for 6 years. She did, however, have 2 
more children during this time period, both of whom died as infants. These circumstances certainly could 
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not have improved her mental condition.  Therefore, as a teenager, Frances had to try to raise Charles 
Julius and deal with her 2 brothers.   
Around 1837-8, Luther moved to Freeport, IL which had a population under 500 and was only 5 years 
removed from the Indian wars. He set up a dry goods store near the Pecatonica River in the downtown 
area. He became “embarrassed in business”, but was able to pay back his creditors over some time period 
and continued with some type of retail store. There were no federal bankruptcy statutes at that time and it 
is unknown if he filed bankruptcy under a state statute. So, continuing in business after suffering 
“embarrassment” may have been an accepted practice of the time. In 1838, in a winter snowstorm he 
made a temperance speech in Cedarville which drew the attention of civic leaders including John 
Addams. In 1842 he became the 1st postmaster in Freeport by moving the post office into his store.  

On Sept. 8, 1841, his son Charles Julius was born at home in Freeport, IL the 4th of 6 children, 
only 3 of whom survive to adulthood. Son Luther T was born ca. 1843 and died at age 2. Ca 1845, his 6th 
and final child Julia Catherine was born and died at 20 months. 

John was elected and served as first superintendent or commissioner of schools for Freeport from 
1847-1849 which is consistent with his future job as cashier of the bank and his religion.11 

Jane died on Sept. 25, 1848. One source described her illness as “brain 
fever.” She and probably her last 2 children are buried in the City Cemetery in 
Freeport. The records for the cemetery burned in 1911. The Stephenson 
County Historical Society, in recent years, identified every gravestone in the 
cemetery, but none is known for Luther or the children and Jane has a barely 
readable headstone. No Guiteau’s are listed at any of the other cemeteries 
within a reasonable distance of Freeport.  

Luther married widow Harriet Maria Blood around 1852, in Freeport. 
There were 2 children born to this marriage, Flora (1854-1936) who became a 
friend of and traveled with Jane Addams, taught Botany and Latin at the 
Freeport high school and became the feature writer for the Journal-Standard 
newspaper and Luther Jr. (Lute) (1856-1944), who worked for the bank in 
1877 but who became a movie theater manager. Neither of them married and 
lived together for many years at a number of different addresses in Freeport. 

In the early 1850’s, Luther left Freeport for Port Ulao, Wisconsin (now 
Grafton). One source says Luther went there to conduct business with his father-in-law. Apparently, the 
deal fell through or was completed and they came back to Freeport, probably within a year or two.  The 
most important point here is that it interrupted the schooling of Charles as he went with Luther to WI.  

Luther was elected and served as the Stephenson County circuit court clerk from 1856-1860.  In 
the 1860s-70s, Luther realized that Charles was insane and rather than go through the struggle that the 
Addams family experienced, he did not commit Charles to an insane asylum, but disowned him. 

In 1863 he became cashier/bookkeeper at the newly formed Second National Bank of Freeport 
and in 1864 was elected head cashier at the bank and started signing checks, drafts and notes. From 1864-
1880 he largely ran the bank while John Addams was something of an absentee president.  

On July 21, 1880 Luther died even though he expected to live forever. He is probably buried in 
the City Cemetery but there is no headstone for him. There are several theories as to why. #1—The 
family’s embarrassment of Charles’ activities so soon after Luther’s death led to no headstone. #2--There 
was a tombstone and vandals destroyed it because of Charles.  #3--There was a tombstone that was 
randomly destroyed by vandals, as this cemetery has suffered much vandalism over the years.  It is quite 
likely that he is next to Jane on the left side (as we face the grave), although he was not added to her 
tombstone. Two different sextons over a 30 year time period seem to confirm that the depression in the 
ground next to her indicates a burial of an adult with a wooden casket, so it could be Luther or it could be 
her son Charles H. who died in 1848. The smaller depressions in the ground on either side of her are 
probably her last 2 children.          
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Charles Julius Guiteau—son of Luther and Jane 

Charles was born on Sept. 8, 1841 at the family home, probably 
on Broadway street, Freeport, IL, a much discussed, debated and disputed 
location in Freeport history. He was their 4th child and was known as 
Julius. From 1847—1850 he went to Union school about 2 blocks from 
his house, probably the second Union school in Freeport and is not the 
same as a later Union school located 6 blocks away. As stated earlier, in 
the early 1850’s he went to Wisconsin with his father and returned around 
1851. He finished whatever schooling he would get in Freeport and Port 
Ulao, Wisconsin by 1858 but none of his education in this time period is 
continuous, so he might have had as little as 4-5 years of school. In any event, he never graduated from 
high school, if he ever attended. He had few friends and was described by one writer as displaying 
“offensive egotism.”12  

In the late 1850’s or 1860, he moved in with his sister Frances and her lawyer husband, George 
Scoville in the Chicago suburb of Oak Park, where he lived for about a year before he enrolled in college. 
She later claimed he attended school there in the 1850’s, even though there is no record of his attendance.  

In 1861, Charles, as he now preferred to be called, attempted to attend the University of Michigan 
at Ann Arbor but he failed rather badly as his formal schooling was discontinuous and limited, at best. 
Charles received a small “inheritance”, probably from his uncle Abram, (although he was still alive) who 
was briefly successful in buying a house in Freeport and subdividing the attendant land.  Some of the 
money was used to pay tuition. One source states that the inheritance was from his grandfather. 

He joined the Oneida Community around 1861-1865 and was evidently enamored with the idea 
of “free” sex, but he was evicted for not working or refusing to work. He sued Noyes and eventually 
received some of the money back which he had donated to Oneida. 

In 1864, his Uncle Abram died at Luther’s house after spending several years during the Civil 
War in Arkansas where he supposedly fought for both sides although no records exist of him fighting for 
either side. Acquaintances and relatives were questioned in Charles’ trial about the sanity of Abram, the 
theory of inherited insanity. Their answers were unclear and the matter was soon brushed aside. Abram 
was considered rather peculiar and thereby not insane, but unlike his brother Luther, had not managed to 
act normal in public. Luther was very strict at home, but was well liked in public. Abram was not liked. 

In 1868 he passed the bar exam for the state of Illinois which was of questionable validity at best. 
Apparently there were several oral questions and Charles managed to answer some of them correctly. He 
then tried one case and depending on the source-- won or lost, in a civil or criminal case and represented 
the plaintiff or the defendant, the original court record does not appear to be on line. Apparently his client 
had already settled the case thus leading some to believe it was a civil case with Charles representing the 
plaintiff before they went to trial, so that most of the trial was trying to get Charles to stop talking crazily. 
The rest of his legal career was “bill collecting” in which he would regularly cheat both the creditor and 
the debtor out of the proceeds. 

On July 3, 1869 he married Annie Bunn in Chicago a librarian at YMCA reading room. In 
October, 1871 they left Chicago after the great fire and tried to settle in New York City. But in 1873, 
Annie filed for divorce from Charles in Brooklyn.  In 1881, she wrote a barely readable book about their 
disastrous marriage. In it, she confirmed that Charles never drank any liquor nor smoked any tobacco, 
probably because of his father’s strict beliefs. However, she struggles to tell a coherent/consistent story. 
He was insane, but not really, because while he displayed all sorts of strange behaviors, she declared him 
not insane. He meant well in his business transactions, but really was a crook. She loved him a great deal, 
but she became mentally crushed by their life together. She was a dutiful wife in all regards, but he 
frequented prostitutes, with one lady specifically identified in the divorce papers, named Jennings!13  

During 1873-1881, he traveled around the country speaking whenever and wherever he could 
raise a paying audience in which he gave incoherent speeches of varying lengths and then bolted with the 
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money he had charged the audience. His topics ranged from religion to politics to legal issues, for which 
he had no real comprehension as to what he was saying on any of these topics.  

On July 2, 1881 he shot President of the United States James A. Garfield twice at the Baltimore 
and Potomac train station in Washington, D.C. with a .44 or .32 caliber pistol. Charles offered no 
resistance in his arrest, as he fully expected for there to be cheering and celebration. He figured that the 
police had offered to provide protection for him from jubilant crowds of people. Two bullets remained in 
Garfield for which doctors probed with their fingers, with the result that Garfield was infected and died 
after several months of agony. Part of Charles’ defense was that he did not kill Garfield but had merely 
shot him and that it was the incompetence of the doctors which killed him. While there really was some 
merit to this defense, his outbursts during the trial did not leave him in good stead with the jury or the 
court.14  

During 1881-82 he participated in his trial in Chicago with his 
brother-in-law George Scoville who tried his best to defend Charles. 
George’s law practice was limited to civil matters, so that they made quite a 
pair. Charles lashed out with mostly incoherent statements whenever the 
mood struck him. George tried to plead him insane, but he had virtually no 
resources to pay witnesses from Freeport and other places who could testify 
as to Charles’ sanity or lack thereof.  This was the first attempt in American 
legal history to plead someone guilty, but insane. Many relatives in both 
families were at least odd and several had been committed to insane 
asylums. The plea did not go well and as most of the books written about 
the trial identify, it should have resulted in Charles being sent to an insane 
asylum for the rest of his life as happened in 1912, when John Schrenck, 
the attempted assassin of Teddy Roosevelt, was pled insane over his 
strenuous objections and sentenced to an asylum at Oshkosh, Wisc.15 Much 
has been written about the miscarriage of justice for Charles, but the jury 
and many others were mighty unhappy with him, so even though he was 
quite clearly insane, he was convicted of murder. He was hanged in D.C. in 
1882 and was dissected into at least 3 pieces so that scientists could study 
the brain of an admitted assassin. 

Somehow, the Federal Government claimed his body with the 
result that most of Charles is resting quietly in a Maryland museum minus 
his head and some other body parts.16 Half of his brain in housed in a 
Pennsylvania museum. The other half of his brain and his skull are missing as of this date.          

Ownership History of the Freeport Note 

The note at the beginning of this article has had a varied history since its issue date of January  2, 
1865. The bank itself may have held it for some time as it is serial number 6171 of 6400 printed and 
thereby, probably signed by the bankers ca.1872. It seemingly then entered the channels of Freeport 
commerce from ca. 1872-1900 which resulted in the circulation on the note. During the early 1900’s, an 
unnamed lady of a Freeport family acquired the note for $5 and held it for some 40 years because she 
thought it might have historical significance. She sold it in 1940 for $10 to Stanley Miller also of Freeport 
who held it until 1980. He was a wooden window builder for a local lumberyard for many years and 
retired from there. He collected all types of currency, but really loved nationals because of their tie to 
local history. His job did not pay overly well even though it required real skill and he had a family 
including three sons to raise, so he was on a limited budget.   

I knew Stanley and whenever we would go to shows, often flying to several on small planes 
piloted by a young man who would be become a pilot for Menachem Begin of Israel, Stanley would scout 
the floor for nationals and finding none to his interest, only then would settle on buying other currency. 
Stanley died quite unexpectedly in 1980. His widow, Hazel, lived until age 99 and died only last year. I 
miss them both.  
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In 1980, I acquired the note, which appears to be the only one in existence. It seems to have a 40 year 
ownership cycle attached to it, although I do not plan on selling as my oldest son, Matthew, a full time 
coin dealer, will inherit the note from me. 

Talk About Divergent Life Paths 

  So there you have it. Two men--John Addams and Luther Guiteau—with very similar lives--age, 
birthplace, religious beliefs, taught Sunday School for many years, non-drinkers or smokers, bankers, 
business owners, widowed, remarried, created “Brady Bunch” families, lived in rural Midwest and  were 
involved in a time period in which one could make or break a fortune quickly. Two of their children are 
as close to polar opposites as children can ever be.  John’s daughter Jane became a Nobel Peace prize 
winner and a prominent civic leader in Chicago. Luther’s son Charles became a Presidential assassin. 

Notes and interesting things that happened on the way to this article 

Caveat—after doing much research into the background of the four people who were tied to the Second 
National Bank note, I  had to use some of the dates, events and recollections as an 
approximation/compromise, e.g. several secondary sources identifying Luther Guiteau leaving Freeport in 
1850 and returning in 1855. However, he ran for public office in Freeport during this time which is a 
matter of public record, so that something is/was wrong with the report from that source. At this distance, 
it is difficult, if not impossible, to correct most of these inconsistencies as well as the date issues, so that I 
chose the most consistent pattern of information in order to tell the story. In instances where there are 
several different/ inconsistent “dates and facts” I used circa. 
  Most historians classify Charles as a frustrated office seeker. Indeed, he did not get an 
appointment from Garfield to be the ambassador to France, but I doubt that was his real motivation. He 
really was insane, e.g. he had made many assumptions about how he would be praised for his good deeds 
by Vice President Chester A. Arthur and by the general citizenry.  He was quite shocked when they were 
angry with him. One citizen took it upon himself to try to assassinate Charles while he was in custody and 
being moved by carriage. Charles barely escaped the bullets and was very much taken aback by such 
violence against him.   

Talking with some psychiatric practitioners and reading the psychological assessments of the 
circumstances of Jane Addams and Charles Guiteau resulted in the following assertions; the death of their 
mothers at a critical time in their childhood, remarriage of the fathers to women who were, at best, 
indifferent to the children of the previous marriage with both of the second wives arriving with other 
children in tow, and very strict religious fathers who held very similar beliefs about perfectionism.  
Lastly, while they were raised only 6 miles apart, they were a world apart in education, wealth, social 
status and results.    

Once I found where Charles’ body was currently “residing”, I contacted that museum. I was 
subsequently told that I did not have the proper credentials for viewing him as this type of museum does 
not allow the general public to view their items. One must have certain reasons and credentials to be 
allowed in the door. I didn’t know that such museums even existed.  They were helpful, however, in 
providing pictures as noted in the bibliography.   
 I found the song/poem Charles wrote while in custody in Washington/Chicago while awaiting 
trial “I’m Going To The Lordy” on You Tube. I was viewer/listener #75. I wondered what in the world 
possessed the singer to sing and the other 74 people to listen to such a wacko song. There is another You 
Tube video of his childhood house while they were Port Ulao, Wisconsin along with a different song. 

The superintendent of the U.S. mints in 1881 was Horatio G. Burchard. He was from Freeport 
and served on the board of directors of the Second National Bank and was a friend of John and Luther. 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________Paper Money * July/Aug 2016 * Whole No. 304_____________________________________________________________

279



Footnotes 
1,2,3,4,7,11History of Stephenson County 1970; Kable Printing Company Mount Morris, Illinois 
4,6,8Knight, Louise K.; Citizen--Jane Addams and the Struggle for Democracy; U of Chicago Press, 2005 
9,15 Helferich, Gerald, Theodore Roosevelt and the Assassin; Globe Pequot Press, 2013 
10Wikipedia October, 2014, June, 2015 
12, 14Peskin, Alan; Garfield, A Biography; Kent State University Press, 1978 
13Bunn, Annie; My Life with Charles Guiteau; book published 1881 
16 National Museum of Health and Medicine Silver Springs, Maryland 20910; Brian F. Spatola, M.A., 
 

Bibliography   

Addams, Jane; Jane Addams Memoirs—Twenty Years at the Hull House, 1910.  
Bunn, Annie; My Life with Charles Guiteau; book published 1881 
Beam, Ronald; Cedarville’s Jane Addams…her early influences; Wagner Printing Freeport, IL. 1966 
Charles Guiteau’s song/poem; You Tube; 2014  
Freeport City Directories—1868-9, 1871, 1899, Western Publishing Co. Chicago  
Helferich, Gerald, Theodore Roosevelt and the Assassin; Globe Pequot Press, 2013 
History of Stephenson County 1970; Kable Printing Company Mount Morris, Illinois 
Knight, Louise K.; Citizen--Jane Addams and the Struggle for Democracy; U of Chicago Press, 2005 
National Museum of Health and Medicine Silver Springs, Maryland 20910; Brian F. Spatola, M.A., 
Collections Manager, Anatomical Division 2014—Charles Guiteau photo courtesy of that museum 
Peskin, Alan; Garfield, A Biography; Kent State University Press, 1978 
Tilden, M.W.; History of Stephenson County 1880; Western Historical Society, Chicago  
Wikipedia October, 2014, June, 2015 

Acknowledgements and thank you for help provided by the following people and organizations 

Cedarville Cemetery; Cedarville, Illinois 2015—Jeremy Monigold and Carla Donaldson 
City Cemetery; Freeport, Il.—Tiffany and city workers who took time to help 
Fact checkers, proof readers and technical support—Lee Stickle, Rock Falls, Il;  Andy Dvorak, Ph.D., 
Freeport, Il; Shelley Gordon Ph.D., Chicago ,Il.; Nathan Dirks, Freeport, Il. 
Highland Community College Library –Freeport, Il.—2014, Michael Skarwa 
Stephenson County Historical Society; October 2014, Freeport Il.—Bridgette Rayhorn & Ed Finch, Ph.D.  
Wilkinson, H.B. Title Co. Freeport, Il--2014    Darcey Pittsley 
 

___________________________________________________________Paper Money * July/Aug 2016 * Whole No. 304_____________________________________________________________

280


	How Four People Changed the History of the United States

