
Unadopted Gold Note 
by Ronald Horstman 

The note shown above is a proof essay for an 1864 gold note that was probably prepared 
by the American Bank Note Company although there is no imprint on the note. It was part of a 
proposed series which was to be legal tender but was never adopted. The series is detailed in a 
March 28, 1864 communication from Assistant Treasurer John J. Cisco who was described as 

the connecting link between the moneyed interest of the nation and the 
Treasury Department.  

The government was looking for a note to pay customs duties in gold but 
that could not be profited by those speculating in gold. This series of notes was 
not interest bearing. They could also only be used by the party they were issued 
to as they were not assignable.  

The note is printed from an engraved steel plate on India paper that is 
mounted on thick artist board. The signatures of Crittenden and Spinner as well 
as the serial number 57567 have been cut from another document and pasted on. 

The three vignettes used were of a patriotic nature. The one on the left is “The Zouave,” 
which was designed by F. O. C. Darley and engraved by J. I. Pease. It represents a mass of 
soldiers formed in the early months of the Civil War. They were inspired by the French Colonial 
units raised in North Africa with a reputation for hard fighting and distinctive uniforms. The 
center vignette is titled “Constitution” and was designed by T. A. Liebler. It was engraved by 
Alfred Sealy and J. I. Pease. She is shown holding a pole and cap in one hand and the 
Constitution in the other. On the right is a sailor and cannon representing naval Strength. It is 
titled “Sailor”  and w as designed by L. Delnoce and engraved by Charles Burt.  

John J. Cisco 
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