
 

The Five $10 1934 Silver Certificate Face Plates  
Overprinted with Yellow Seals 

by Jamie Yakes 

During World War II, the U.S. Government utilized two kinds of specially overprinted currency, 
one each in the European and Pacific theaters of operations. The political, economic, and military reasons 
for conceiving such currencies are discussed extensively in Huntoon et al.1 

Brown-seal Hawaii currency was issued after the Japanese Imperial Navy attacked the U.S. naval 
base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and other U.S. interests in the Pacific, in December 1941. Yellow-seal 
North Africa currency was issued to U.S. troops prior to Operation Torch, the Allied invasion of North 
Africa, in November 1942, and again in July 1943 before Operation Husky, the Allied invasion of Sicily. 

The distinctive seals and numbers of both kinds made it possible to immediately demonetize the 
notes should stocks be seized by Axis forces, therefore denying them an invaluable economic resource. 

The types used for World War II issues were silver certificates for North Africa notes and $1 
Hawaii notes, and San Francisco Federal Reserve notes for $5, $10, and $20 Hawaii notes.  

All are popular with collectors, but one kind steals the show--Series of 1934 $10 North Africa 
notes. Its rarity rests solely with the fact the notes were printed from only a few Series of 1934 micro face 
plates, unlike the more commonly used Series of 1934A macro face plates.  

Only two other kinds of micro faces were used for World War II emergency notes: San Francisco 
1934 $5s and $20s for Hawaii overprints. The use of $5 and $10 micro faces for their respective kinds 
followed similar paths to production. 

Stocks of 1934 $10 sheets available at the time of the North Africa printings were printed from 
1934 faces 116, 123, 125, 126, and 127 (Table 1). Those stocks came about in two ways: sheets printed in 
1940 and stockpiled for two years; and sheets printed in 1942 to produce new stocks for overprinting. 

Table 1. Series of 1934 $10 Silver Certificate Face Plates Used 
in Production of Yellow Seal $10s  
Plate Serial Final Press Run in 1940* Canceled 
116 Jul 2 - Jul 23, 1940 Jul 24, 1940 
123 Jul 2 - Sep 6, 1940 Oct 10, 1940 

Oct 9, 1940 
125 Jul 2 - Sep 6, 1940  Jul 28, 1942 

Oct 9, 1940 
Jul 1 - Jul 27, 1942 

126 Jul 2 - Sep 6, 1940 Aug 4, 1942 
Jul 1 - Jul 27, 1942 

127 Jul 2 - Aug 6, 1940 Oct 10, 1940 
Aug 22 - Sep 6, 1940 
Oct 9, 1940 

*All five plates had been in service since 1939.

Switch to Macro Plate Numbers 
The eventual use of 1934 $10 micro faces for North African printings stemmed from events that 

occurred in 1937-38. At the bequest of the U.S. Secret Service, in August 1937 the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing was instructed to increase the size of the plate serial numbers etched onto face and back 
plates.2 

The impetus behind the change were problems that Secret Service personnel were having 
deciphering the plate serial numbers on worn notes. To late 1937, plate serials had been etched in small 
numerals about 0.6 mm high, what we call micro. Those micro serials were difficult to identify on beaten 
and tattered notes. The BEP then enlarged them by more than half to 1 mm. We call these macro. 
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Treasury considered the change sufficiently important that the BEP advanced series letters for 
face plates bearing the new macro serials. For silver certificates, $1s became Series of 1935A, and $5s 
and $10s became Series of 1934A. 
 Production of macro plates quickly moved forward for the high-demand classes and 
denominations. The first macro plates for 1935A $1 and 1934A $5 silver certificates were finished in 
January 1938. Macro faces for $2 and $5 legal tender notes were finished in February. Macro plates for 
many Federal Reserve districts were also being finished in the early months of 1938. 

Macro faces for $10 silver certificates were the laggard. The BEP had started two steel 1934A 
master plates in order to implement the change on $10 silver certificate faces: serial numbers 86 on 
January 21, and 87 on February 7. However, production of macro 1934A $10 silver certificate faces was 
delayed for a year because of changed printing priorities in 1937-38.  

Through 1937, Treasury had capped the amount of $10 silver certificates in circulation at $100 
million. Ones and $5s were the workhorse notes of that class, and $10s were predominantly Federal 
Reserve notes. Earlier that year, the BEP was instructed to cease printing $5 Federal Reserve notes in 
May in preference to $5 silver certificates. In response, they increased printings of $10 and $20 Federal 
Reserve notes. 

In February 1938, the Treasury commenced a two-year process of increasing the outstanding 
supply of $10 silver certificates. By March 1940, the supply had increased almost four-fold from $100 
million to $350 million.3 

Previously, printings of $10 silver certificates had consisted of small batches that comprised just 
over 1% of all silver certificates delivered.4 At first, the BEP turned to using serviceable 1934 faces for 
printing $10 sheets. They supplemented those face plates by finishing 40 new 1934 faces in March 1938, 
which carried serials 88-127. These were made from 1934 electrolytic masters so they were finished with 
micro plate serial numbers.   

The following year, to supplement their dwindling supply of 1934 faces, the BEP started 
production of 1934A face plates on February 21, 1939. They finished 52 plates between then and June 3, 
1940, inclusive of serials 86, 129-180, and 182. Master macro face 87 already had been finished as a 
working plate on September 16, 1938. 
 

$10 SC Numbering during Wartime 
The last printings of $10 silver certificate faces in 1940 took place between July 2 and September 

6. These involved 1934 faces 116, 123, 125, 126, and 127, and 1934A faces 86 and 129-169, although not 
all these plates were used for that entire time span.  

Plate records show 1934 faces 123, 125, and 127 also were sent to the pressroom floor on 
October 9, 1940, and then removed the same day. I doubt they were used that day. 

When $10 blue-seal numbering ceased sometime in 1940 or 1941, there remained stocks of 
unnumbered $10 silver certificate sheets. These were placed into storage until resumption of $10 silver 
certificate numbering. Significant to this story is that 1934 face plate 116 had been canceled on July 24 
1940, and faces 123 and 127 on October 10, 1940. 

On July 1 1942, the BEP resumed printing $10 silver certificates sheets with a press run including 
1934 faces 125 and 126, and 1934A faces 86 and 129. The printings were ramped up significantly on 
September 1, when 1934A faces 134-182 were sent to press.  

The first orders for yellow-seals were received on September 1, and new sheet stocks were 
funneled to the numbering division for numbering and sealing (Table 2). Eventually, stockpiled $10 silver 
certificate sheets from 1940 also were sent for numbering. 

 

Table 2. $10 North Africa Numbering Runs 
Ordered* Serial Numbers   Notes  Face Types  
Sep. 1, 1942 A91044001A-A92764000A 1,720,000 1934, 1934A 
Sep. 10, 1942 A92764001A-A94484000A 1,720,000 1934, 1934A 
Sep. 18, 1942 A94484001A-A96204000A 1,720,000 1934, 1934A 
Oct. 21, 1942 A96204001A-A98004000A 1,800,000 1934, 1934A 
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Oct. 29, 1942 A98004001A-B00904000A 2,900,000 1934, 1934A 
Apr. 29, 1943 B01564001A-B07564000A 6,000,000 1934, 1934A 
Apr. 7, 1944 B07564001A-B13564000A 6,000,000 1934A 
Not available *01008001A-*01284000A 276,000 1934, 1934A 
*Dates when the BEP received orders from the Treasury Department to number
and seal sheet stocks. Deliveries of finished notes to the Treasury occurred  
between September 4, 1942 and May 8, 1944.5 

Trying to determine whether a 1934 $10 North Africa note was from a sheet printed in 1940 or 
1942 is not an exact science. This is because some of the face and back plates used for producing yellow-
seal notes were sent to press in both years. 

All yellow seals from faces 116, 123, and 127 were printed in 1940, because those face plates 
were canceled that year (Figure 1). Those notes will have back plates 697 or lower because they were the 
only backs in use while those faces were active.  

Figure 1. North 
Africa $10 note printed 
from face 116 and back 643. 
This note, as well as $10 
yellow-seal notes from faces 
123 and 127, were from 
stockpiled sheets printed in 
1940 and unnumbered prior 
to September 1942. (Photo 
courtesy Heritage Auction 
Galleries). 

In contrast, determining when sheets from face plates 125 and 126 were printed is often 
ambiguous. Both faces were used in 1940 and 1942, so for those yellow-seal notes the back plate serials 
become the key to possibly dating the sheet. But even that method is not certain. 

The only definite determination is a yellow-seal note with face 125 or 126 that is paired with back 
plate 698 or higher (Figure 2). Back 698 was the lowest plate serial that had not been used when the five 
1934 faces were used in 1940. Sheets from that back and higher serials could only have received face 
printings from those two faces in 1942.  

The wildcards are yellow-seal notes with faces 125 or 126 that are paired to back plate serial 697 
or lower. Some of those backs were used continuously from 1940-42, and could have received face 
printings from either face in 1940 or 1942. Unfortunately, it is not possible to determine when just from 
the plate serials.  

Figure 2. North Africa 
$10s from faces 125 and 126 may 
be from stockpiled sheets printed 
in 1940, or from new sheets 
printed after July 1942. The 
back plate number can 
sometimes reveal when the sheet 
was printed, but isn't always 
definite. This note has face 125 
and back 811. Back 811 was 
logged to the pressroom for the 
first time on March 30, 1942, so 
this sheet was printed in 1942. 
(Photo courtesy Heritage 
Auction Galleries). 
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Other Wartime Micro Faces 
Series of 1934 $5 and $20 San Francisco Federal Reserve note faces were the only other micro 

faces used for World War II issues. Sheets from those plates were numbered with Hawaii brown seals and 
serial numbers. 

Like the 1934 $10s, the 1934 Hawaii $5s were numbered on stockpiled sheets printed prior to 
1938, and also on sheets printed from 1934 faces used in 1942-43. It is possible to distinguish between 
the notes from the different groups. 

Stockpiled sheets are 1934 non-mules printed from face plate 31 or less, and have micro backs 
printed in a soft yellow-green ink. These were the first $5 sheets sent for numbering starting on June 8, 
1942. This type comprised all the serial numbers from L12390001A-L13640000A.   

On June 6, 1942, the BEP began printing fresh stocks of San Francisco $5 sheets using San 
Francisco faces 1, 24-37, and 39-52. Those were mated only to macro back sheets, which by then were 
printed with a darker blue-green ink. These notes are the mules found with serials greater than 
L13640001A. 

Series of 1934 $20 Hawaii notes were numbered on sheets printed from 1934 San Francisco faces 
21, 24, and 25. All three were certified from August-October 1937, and were the only 1934 faces still 
serviceable after March 1940. They were actively used until 1945-46, during which they were mated with 
$20 micro and macro backs, and numbered in all eight Hawaii serial number runs.  
  

Altered 1934A $10s  
 Unscrupulous folks have taken to altering 1934A $10 North Africa notes into 1934s because 
when sold a 1934 can fetch multiples of a 1934A. Fortunately, collectors can spot the fakes. A genuine 
1934 yellow seal has a micro face plate number, specifically 116, 123, 125, 126 or 127. Anything else is 
dubious. 
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