
Paris, Texas Bankers –  
William J. McDonald & Rufus Fenner Scott 

by Frank Clark 
Paris is the county seat of Lamar County.  The first settlements in the area 

were in the 1820s. Local merchant George W. Wright donated fifty acres of land 
in February 1844 to found the town.  

Paris was named for Paris, France by one of Mr. Wright's employees. 
Paris was situated on the Central National Road of the Republic Texas. This road 
ran north from San Antonio through Paris and onwards just a little farther to cross 
the Red River into the Indian Territory. Paris had a population of around 700 on 
the eve of the Civil War.  Lamar was one of the few Texas counties that voted 
against secession. However, many of its citizens would go on to serve in the 
Confederate States of America army.  The first of two major fires swept the town 
in 1877. 

William J. McDonald (1844-1926) was one of the founders of this bank. 
Organization began in late 1886 and the bank received charter number 3638 on 
February 19, 1887.  Mr. McDonald earlier had organized in adjacent counties the 
Citizens Bank of Clarksville and the Delta County Bank in Cooper.  It is said that 
McDonald was careful in granting loans and that he seldom had to foreclose. 
Original stockholders of the First National besides McDonald were George 
F. Hicks, A.G. Hubbard, Edward Reuss and Rufus Fenner Scott (1848-1932). 

The bank building seen today on the northwest corner of the square was 
originally completed in 1916, but 
in less than three months it would 
be gutted by a downtown fire, the 
second major fire to strike the 
town in 39 years.  However, after 
a year the building was completely 
restored.  Later in 1951 it was 
remodeled and it is used by the 
bank to this very day. 

Mr. McDonald died in 
1926 and left $850,000, the bulk 

of his estate, to the University of Texas in order for an observatory to be erected. 
The world famous McDonald Observatory was completed in 1939 in the Texas 
County of Jeff Davis. 
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Another one of the founders of the bank was Rufus Fenner Scott. He was 
born in 1848 on his grandfather's farm just north of Detroit, Texas in Red River 
County. This is just a few miles to the east of Paris.  Rufus would go on to serve 
in the Home Guard during the Civil War. After the war he hauled freight to and 
from the port of Jefferson, Texas and this led to him starting what later became 
the largest wholesale grocer concern in Paris.  Next up on his ladder of success 
was helping with the organization of the First National Bank as mentioned earlier, 
but he also helped organize the Paris National Bank, charter number 5079, on July 
6, 1897.  This bank would consolidate with the First National Bank on March 13, 
1907.  Notes are known for both banks with R.F. Scott as president. 

Mr. Scott left his footprint in Paris in other ways besides banking.  If one 
takes a stroll around the downtown square of Paris, you will notice another 
enterprise of Mr. Scott.  On the northeast corner is the R.F. Scott Building.  It is 

now home to an antique mall. 
Also, if you take a short walk 
south of downtown on South 
Church Street, you will find Mr. 
Scott's elegant former residence. 
Today it is known as the Scott-
Roden Mansion and it has housed 
the Garrett Funeral Home since 
1938.  It is an impressive 
structure that was designed by 
German born St. Louis architect 
J.L. Wees. Construction took 

place between 1908 and 1910 and it reflects a 
combination of Art Nouveau and Dutch 
Renaissance.  It is a two-and-a-half story 
residence that occupies a large corner lot.  It has 
twin staircases, a full basement and a carriage 
house/garage.  Also, the second floor has seven 
bedrooms and five baths.  Only slight changes 
have been made to the house during its 104 year 
life. It is listed in the National Register and is 
also a recorded Texas Historic Landmark. 

R. F. Scott Building 

Scott-Roden Mansion 
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