
Small Notes 
by Jamie Yakes 

The Lone 1914 Kansas City $10 Type 4 Plate 

The Bureau of Engraving & Printing 
certified 12 type 4 $10 Series of 1914 
Kansas City Federal Reserve note (FRN) 
plates, but used only one of them for two 
days in March 1928. They possibly never 
numbered any of the sheets printed from it.  

Type 4 1914 FRNs displayed a large 
district serial above Treasurer Frank White's 
signature, with the district seal above and 
slightly to the right of the serial. The type 
originated after the redemption agencies 
complained about the small district serials 
used on type 3 notes.(1) 

The Bureau responded by enlarging 
the serials on type 4 notes to the size 
previously used on type 2 notes. They also 
moved the district serial up and the bank 
district seal inward on the type 4s to prevent 
them from interfering with the serial 
number. The latter change forced them to 

use separate numbering and sealing presses 
for type 4 sheets, but mixups still occurred.  

The Bureau started making type 4 
plates late in 1926, but made no efforts to 
stockpile groups of those plates for all 
districts and denominations. For Kansas 
City, they certified 12 type 4 $10 plates, the 
first being plate 119 on November 27, 
1927.(2) It would be the only one used. 

On March 14, 1928, a press operator 
put into service Kansas City $10 type 2 
plates 107, 108, 109, and 110, along with 
type 4 plate 119. The type 4 plate replaced 
type 2 plate 103 on a press with type 2 plates 
104, 105, and 106 since the 13th; the other 
type 2 plates shared another press. On the 
16th, an operator realized the accidental 
mixing of type 2 and 4 plates, and replaced 
plate 119 with type 2 plate 111.(3) 

Figure 1 FRN 1914 KC $10 
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The Bureau printed sheets during the 
two days plate 119 remained on the presses, 
but what became of those type 4 sheets? 
Quite possibly only a thousand or so were 
printed. They would have made a serious 
effort to cull them, because the placement of 
the treasury seals on the type 4s required a 
different set-up of the sealing and 
numbering presses. 

Because no type 4 notes have been 
reported suggests they successfully caught 
all the sheets and discarded them. They 
printed them only months before starting to 
print the new small-size notes, however, and 
may have numbered them but sent none to 
the Treasury.  

The Bureau made the last six 
deliveries of Kansas City $10s to the 
treasurer between March 14 and April 12, 
1928, inclusive of serial numbers 
J15847001A to J16448000A. Observed 
serial numbers from the Heritage Auction 
Archives(4) show notes from four of those 
deliveries, including the final one.  

Those data suggest the Kansas City 
Federal Reserve Bank likely issued all the 
$10s they had received. But that doesn't 
indicate whether those deliveries included 
type 4 sheets. Only a reported note will 
prove that! 
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On-line Voting is Coming to the SPMC!!! 
Watch the SPMC website for a new feature coming in 
March.  This year we are implementing on-line 
voting for the article from 2013.  Awards for the 
best and runner-up articles in Federal, 
Foreign, Obsoletes, Confederate, Nationals and 
Miscellaneous categories will be awarded at the 
International Paper Money Show in Memphis in 
June, 2014.   

Be a part of determining the winners! 
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