
Joseph Napoleon Tricot Levick 
The Most “Colorful” Character in Fractional Currency 

by Benny Bolin 

Joseph Napoleon Tricot Levick (J.N.T. Levick) had a habit of dyeing 
fractional currency pink or red, placing a blue/purple Maltese cross on them, 
putting his name on them or a combination.  Why he did this is a mystery, but it 
was probably due to the fact that since fractional currency was in abundance, he 
used them as distinctive business cards. 

Levick was born in Philadelphia in 1828 and became a coin dealer in the 
1850s. He was a member of that city's and the nation's first numismatic club — the 
Philadelphia Numismatic Society.  He served briefly in the U.S. Army during the 
Civil War, enlisting on June 15, 1861 in Philadelphia, PA as a 2nd Lieutenant and 
was eventually promoted to Captain.  He was discharged on 5/13/1863.  

By 1864, he had moved to New York City where he worked as a banker. 
That same year he helped form the New York Numismatic Society which merged 
with the American Numismatic Society to form the American Numismatic and 
Archeological Society.  In March 1866, he proposed the first numismatic journal in 
the United States — the American Journal of Numismatics — and served as its first 
editor. The first issue was published on May 24, 1866. The journal was not a 
financial success and lost over $200 in the first year, requiring the members to make 
up the difference. He also served as treasurer, a position he held from 1867 to 1875.  

In the 1870s, his advertisement in the New York City newspapers named 
him a banker and broker dealing in U.S. Securities, foreign and domestic specie, 
stocks, bonds and gold and buyer and seller of rare coins. He was a collector of 
tokens and his collection was comprised of over 20,000 pieces when it was sold in 
several sales. Levick died on September 7, 1908. 

He stamped his name and a purple Maltese cross on much of the fractional 
that passed his way and dyed it several different colors, primarily pink. This was 
unpopular with other dealers as some of his notes were thought to be legitimate 
varieties.  A pink colored Fessenden note was sold as lot 851 by the Chapman 
Brothers on 6/4/1903 in the Friedman Collection and was described, "Paper stained 
pink and stamped with the name of the fool who did it on the back."  

Another note was listed as a genuine variety by Frank Limpert in his 1947 
catalog United States Postage Currency August 1862 – May 1865 and Fractional 
Currency October 1863 – February 1876. On page 31 of that catalog, Limpert lists 
nine “oddities,” all being punch cancelled by two semi-circular holes and 
surcharged “SPECIMEN” in blue. The third one reads “Reverse of 10c, black 
printing on bright red paper, autographed and surcharged as above; back has oval 
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frame only, as above. Interestingly, this note was in Dr. 
Limpert’s personal collection and remained so until his 
collection was sold on September 24, 1955 by Stack’s.  It was 
lot 656 and the catalog description read “Reverse of Ten Cent, 
black printing on red paper, autographed (by John Burke) and 
surcharged as above. Bronze frame on Reverse. Uncirculated.” 
This lot has a long and circuitous route through some of the greatest collections of 
fractional. At Dr. Limpert’s sale, the note was bought by Dr. Sartoris. Rocky 
Rockholt purchased it from him privately and it was lot #2281 when his collection 
was sold by NASCA. Milt Friedberg bought it and it then became lot #944 in his 
sale where Tom O’Mara bought it in and it later sold as lot #16405 to the author 
who retains it to this day.   

Limpert seems to have had a second Levick note in his collection as lot 658 
reads “Obverse of Twenty Five Cents on PINK paper. Reverse blank except 
surcharges S-18 65 in corners, large 25 in center. Autographed ‘John Burke’ 
obverse. Uncirculated”.  
Other Levick notes in the author’s collection include: 

 25c Second Issue Experimental face with blank back. This
note is dyed ¾ of the way with the last ¼ normal coloring. It
sold in the John J. Ford Collection Part 19 as lot #209.

 Two Fourth Issue 10c notes, one from the Friedberg
collection, lot 269 (shown at right) and the other from
a Kagin's sale.

Besides dyeing the notes, Levick also placed a purple 
Maltese cross and his name in scrip on some. There are also 
notes with a purple star, instead of the Maltese cross that have had the seal color 
altered to match the star which are probably a result of him as well. Some of these 
are illustrated below; 

 Third Issue strip of five 3c notes with a Maltese
cross between each pair of notes (partially shown 
at right). 

 First Issue 10c note with Maltese cross in lower left
corner of back.

 First Issue strip of five 50c with a Maltese cross
between each pair of
notes and Levick’s
name in scrip (at
right).
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 Second Issue 25c with Maltese cross in
lower left corner of back (shown at right).

 Third Issue 50c Spinner fancy back with
Maltese cross in upper left corner of back.

 Fifth Issue 25c & 50c with purple star & seal color altered to star color.

Is it real or is it Levick? 
One interesting note in the author’s collection is 

a third issue 5c Clark note that is yellow with a Maltese 
cross on the front below Clark’s portrait. The prior 
owner of this note, Milt Friedberg adamantly 
maintained that the note was a true experimental. His 
notation with the note reads “Clark 5 cents. Third Issue. 
Printed on yellow paper. Have never heard of but two 
of this kind. Extremely rare and valuable. Never before 
listed. Has the government specimen cross under Clark.” It sold in his January 
1997 sale as lot 214 to the author. At the time of his sale, the Ford collection had 
not been openly seen and after it was cataloged, a number of notes were discovered 
to have been printed on yellow paper. The author examined them all at lot viewing 
and now agrees with the catalogers and other experts that this is a Levick note 
(although the only one dyed any other color than red).  

While he was alive, JNT Levick was quite the character. He left a colorful 
and lasting impression on the hobby of fractional currency collecting. 
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