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t he memphIs shoW Is rIGhtly reGarded
as the high point of the year for paper money collec-

tors. In this brief note I’d like to report on another event
that took place about the same time: the 2nd
International conference on complementary currency
systems (June 19-23), which I attended in the hague,

netherlands.
hosted by the

International Institute
of social studies of
erasmus University, this
second conference billed
itself as “an event for
academics, policy-mak-
ers and practitioners
from all over the world
to exchange knowledge
on the sustainability
and diversity of money”
(the first conference
took place in lyon,
france, in 2011) .
Whether concerned

with the theory, history, or implementation of non-
national and alternative exchange media, conference
attendees share a commitment to the importance of mone-
tary reform as a tool of social and economic transforma-
tion.  ranging in form from paper scrip like Germany’s

Regiogeld or Brazil’s Banco Palmas to ledger-based credit
arrangements such as local exchange trading systems
(lets), the swiss Wirtschaftsring (WIr) and time Banks,
these so-called complementary currencies seek to promote

community and regional development as antidotes to
the disruptions occasioned by the global economy.

as a student of the history of such exchange
media, I value these conferences as opportunities to
present my own research before audiences that are
appreciative of what the monetary past teaches about
possibilities in the present. I also get to touch base
with dear colleagues and to find out what’s new!
Whether one is interested in the theory and practice
of complementary currencies, or simply wishes to
collect examples of them, the work of scholars and
activists in this field is invaluable for documenting
the circumstances of these monetary experiments,
many of which have proven quite ephemeral and
about which information can be scarce.

the next conference is tentatively scheduled for
Brazil. two websites that provide useful sources of
information and analysis about complementary cur-
rencies are: www.complementarycurrency.org and
www.ijccr.net.   

Left:  Dr. Bert Helmsing of Erasmus University delivers
the conference’s closing address.
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Above:  Sharing notes during a conference
break.

Left: The Boniato, a new local currency in
Madrid.
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