
The third edition of Paper Money of the United States by
Robert Friedberg (1959) described nationals issued begin-

ning in 1929 to 1935 with “two minor varieties” that we now
know as Type 1 and Type 2 small size nationals. The difference
is subtle between the small size notes as with the differences
between the three types of 1902 plain back nationals. 

The first type is notable with the use of a Geographic code,
on the above note the let-
ter “M” for Midwest.
This began on March 17,
1902, and the
Comptroller requested
the letter be dropped on
March 14, 1924. It also
has a treasurer serial
number (H618925E) and
an issuing bank serial
number (44904). 

On the next type the
Geographic code is not
present, and the two dif-
ferent types of serial
numbers are still in use.
The last 1902 notes with
treasury serial numbers
were printed on notes on
August 25, 1925. 

The last type of
1902 plain backs is the
type with the issuing
bank’s serial number
printed twice on the
notes. 

Like the small size
two types with specific
dates when each were
printed. The three types
of 1902 plain backs also
have known dates and
can be distinguish at
arm’s length and not
with a magnify lens. 
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