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ACENTURY AND A HALF AGO IN SOUTHERN
Pennsylvania the invading Confederate States of America
Army of Northern Virgina led by General Robert E. Lee
was repulsed in a three-day battle that became the turning

point in the federal government’s attempted suppression of the
armed rebellion that had already blazed for nearly 27 months.

For much of that two-plus years, the Rebels under Lee
and the other CSA generals had their way on the battlefields
with an often reluctant and inept northern commnd, but in
and around Gettysburg, PA on those three days in early July
1863 the “high tide” of the Confederate resistance was

achieved.
Losses were immense for Lee’s army, 23,231

killed, wounded, captured or missing.  An almost
identical casualty roll (23,055) visited the north-
ern defenders under General George Gordon
Meade, only three days on the job as commander
of the Army of the Potomac when the battle was

joined.
Recently a professional

genealogist Rebecca Taylor con-
firmed that my great, great
grandfather participated at
Gettysburg by establishing
that James Louis Reed, 16th

Pennsylvania Cavalry,
was Fred L. Reed Sr.’s
grandfather. This knowl-
edge has now given me
the “rooting interest”
that had eluded me when
our family vacationed to

the Gettysburg Battlefield National Park when I was about 10 years old fifty-five
years ago.  Until within the past year, my grandfather’s line was a complete mystery
to the family previously, but is no more thanks to the work of the genealogist.

Since then I’ve learned that the 16th Pennsylvania Cavalry (161st Regiment
Pennsylvnia Volunteers) was organized in fall 1862, and initially dispatched to the
defenses of Washington, DC.  It was one of nine Pennsylvania cavalry units at
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The Pennsylvania Monument at
Gettysburg is crowned by Winged
Victory.  It honors 34,530
Pennsylvanians who helped other
Union defenders turn back the
Rebel invasion there 150
years ago on its ground
level bronze panels, but
unfortunately not the
author’s great, great grand-
father, a member of the
16th Pennsylvania Cavalry

that was engaged
there on July
2-3, 1863.
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Gettysburg, but not much involved in the outcome.  Fortunately for my forebearer
and his colleagues, this regiment guarded the Hanover Road at the Union far right
and saw little action after July 2nd, suffering two dead and four wounded.  After the
battle the 16th Pennsylvania pursued the retreating Rebels capturing prisoners en
route to Shepherdstown, W.VA.  There the fight was renewed, the 16th losing six
dead, 15 wounded and three missing.

My great, great grandfather was from Clearfield, PA.  He served with
Company K of the 16th Pennsylvania Cavalry at Gettysburg and thereafter.
According to the unit’s muster roll, cataloged by the National Park Service, he later
transferred to Company C of the regiment in March 1865, was promoted to sergeant,
and mustered out of the Union Army on August 11, 1865.

The Pennsylvania monument at Gettysburg is the largest on the battlefield.
It is shown opposite.  To the tip of the sword of Winged Victory that adorns its white
granite dome, the monument is 110 feet high.  It was dedicated September 27, 1910.

Bronze panels at ground level honor 34,530 Pennsylvanians who rose to
defend their homes and farms at Gettysburg 150 years ago.  Alas, for reasons
unclear – but not rare – my second great grandfather’s name is not on the monu-
ment.

We don’t yet even have an image of James Louis Reed, so there is a lot more
to be learned about Fred I’s grandfather.  Hopefully we eventually will.

More famous and much better remembered by history and Gettysburg is

another Pennsylvanian, Jennie (Ginnie) Wade, the only civilian casualty of the battle
proper.  Mary Virginia (“Jennie” or “Ginnie”) Wade’s refurbished home in
Gettsyburg has been preserved in her memory as a museum.  The 1922 check above
from my collection was drawn on the Jennie Wade Museum account at Lincoln Trust
Company of Gettysburg, PA.  J.A. Katzmiller acquired the house in 1866. In 1901 he
turned it into a museum and it has been continuously operated as such since then.

A 1922 check drawn on the Jennie
Wade Museum account at the
Lincoln Trust Company of
Gettysburg, PA.

A c. 1920 silver-plated brass watch
fob depicting the Jennie Wade
house.

Fifty-five years ago when the author visited
Gettysburg, felt pennants were a desirable sou-
venir to take home and hang on bedroom walls.
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Wade reportedly was making bread in her sister’s kitchen when about 140
bullets peppered the residence, and a (presumably) Confederate sniper’s bullet
felled her.  She is regarded as the only civilian casualty of the battle proper.  The
museum conducts tours and recounts her sad tale of being in the wrong place at

the wrong time on July 3rd.
The museum’s check was lithographed by the Falconer

Company of Baltimore, MD.  Baltimore is only about an hour’s
drive from Gettysburg.  In fact circa 1958 on my family’s vacation
trip, we jaunted down to Maryland to round out our itinerary.
The Lincoln vignette is patterned after the familiar old-style $5
bill image of Old Abe as may readily be observed.  

The bank employed a different Lincoln money image,
the famous penny profile, on an ad in my collection.  The ad
dates to 1922, the same year as the museum’s check.  This ad and
others found in old issues of the Gettysburg Compiler tout the

bank’s Christmas Club.
Lincoln Trust Co. of Gettysburg, PA did not last long after that.

According to the Gettysburg Times, January 4, 1927:  “We now take the
opportunity to formally notify you that the carefully laid plans to
MERGE your BANK with the GETTYSBURG NATIONAL BANK have
been completed and also approved by the Shareholders of both insti-
tutions. . . . We also take the opportunity now to INVITE you and
WELCOME you to the GETTTYSBURG NATIONAL BANK.
There will be no inconvenience to you.  You may retain your pre-
sent LOCK BOX, also your BANK BOOK and CHECK BOOK
...“

These Roaring Twenties Lincoln Trust Company
checks are plentiful in the marketplace.  In fact I have a differ-
ent second unissued, 1920s example on the account of J.B.
Wineman, a Center Square Grocer, also shown opposite.

The unfortu-
nate Jennie
Wade pic-
tured on a
1902 pin and
ceremonial
ribbon.

A circa 1930s souvenir
“Lucky Penny” from the
Jennie Wade House,
Gettysburg, PA.
Coincidentally, it has the
same Lincoln image as the
museum’s check.
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I’m glad for these checks, of
course, because in addition to being neat
collectibles and integral to my Lincoln
image research which has highlighted the
determinative role Lincoln money images
had on public perception of Honest Abe,
they provide me a handy excuse to “shout
out” to my long lost, yet newly refound,
forebearer in a syngraphic publication.

It also gives me an excuse to
show another type of the Gettysburg
Lincoln Trust Company check roughly
contemporary to the other two (it is dated
1924) on the account of D.C. Asper,
Aspers, PA.  Aspers, PA is a small commu-
nity about 10 miles north of Gettysburg,
hence the account at the Gettysburg bank.

Although the Lincoln image is
similar on this instrument, the check was
a product of Smith Printing Co.,
Williamsport, PA.

Signer Dennis C. Asper was pres-
ident of Penn Tile Works, dating to 1894
and his father, F.A. Asper.  He was also a
real estate developer. In May 1924 he and
brother, Charles F., were founders of the
Aspers Community Fire Company.         �

Above: A second 1920s
check on Lincoln Trust Co.,
Gettysburg, PA, a remainder
on the account of local gro-
cer J.B. Wineman.  Left:
Lincoln Trust Compnany
touted its 1922 Christmas
Club. Below:  A third
Lincoln Trust Co. check,
this one printed by Smith
Printing Co., Williamsport,
PA.  Williamsport, about
120 miles from Gettysburg,
is the home of the Little
League World Series.  I was
a catcher on my Little
League team, but the only
time I got to walk on that
fabled field in Williamsport,
was on the same 1958
Gettysburg vacation my
family took when I was 10.
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