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The more I get involved with obsolete notes, the more
intrigued I become. But, at the same time, the less I'm sur-
prised at what I come across in studying them. A good
example of this is the $5 note on The Farmers Bank of
Kentucky illustrated here.

The full image of the $5 note is taken from a sheet in
my obsolete sheet collection. Several years ago, while
closely studying the
sheet, I imagined
that I was seeing
some small print in
the bottom part of
its agricultural
vignette of the two
men and the hors-
es. 

I used my
scanner to magnify
the part of the
vignette that
caught my eye.
When I enlarged it
three times, I was
surprised to find
that there was really something there. 

Notice that the detail in the second image is taken
from the bottom part of the vignette beneath the man's
legs.  Just looking casually it appears to be the grass line.
But enlarged it reads

“Entered according to Act of Congress in the
year 1856 by Toppan, Carpenter & Co in the
Clerks Office of the District Court of the Sn

Dist of New York.”

When I realized this, I contacted a major paper
money dealer who is “in the know” about Obsoletes.  He

said, “yes, that detail is there. It has been noticed before,
but we do not know why the engraver chose to put it
there, and why so obscurely.” 

Since then, I have learned this was the way the
American Bank Note Co. predecessor company that pro-
duced the vignette, claimed its copyright for its work.  It
registered the design in the Clerk’s Office of the federal

court’s Southern District of New York, i.e. at New York
City.

Consulting James Haxby’s excellent volumes on obso-
lete paper money, I learned that the bank’s earlier notes
with this vignette had been printed by Toppan, Carpenter,
Casilear & Co., the firm that registered this design in
1856 two years before TCC became a founding partner in
the American Bank Note Co. that printed this particular
note.

I have also come across a few other notes that have
similar hidden secrets for us collectors to find.

This is just another example of what the wonderful
world of paper money has for us to explore and learn.     �
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