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Recalling five anniversaries
The year past 2012 was the 270th anniversary of the

birth of Abel Buel, the 120th anniversary of the death of
Charles Burt, Dr. Thomas Sterry Hunt and E.C. Steimele.
It was also the 70th anniversary of
the death of Wesley Jerndal. Some,
perhaps all, of these names are unfa-
miliar to you, but if you collect paper
money they should be more recog-
nizable.
Abel Buel,  who was born in

Killingsworth, Connecticut in 1742,
is the possible engraver of the Seal
for Colonial Connecticut. He was
convicted of altering Connecticut 1
shilling and 2 shilling 6 pence notes
dated March 1762 into 30 shilling
notes. As punishment his ears were
cropped and his forehead was brand-
ed with a "C" for counterfeiter. Buel
died in New Haven on March 10,
1822.

Many of us have carried around
in our pockets an example of Charles
Burt’s engraving. The portrait of
Abraham Lincoln on all small-size
notes, prior to Series 1999 was based
on a photograph by Anthony Berger.
Charles Burt came to the United States in 1842 from
Edinburgh, Scotland, where he was born on November 8,
1823. This engraver was employed by ten different bank
note companies in the United States. Although he was
never employed there, he produced engravings for the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing for 20 years. Among
these are the portraits of Thomas H. Benton, $100,
(H1223-1241); Salmon P. Chase, $10 (H493-495a);
DeWitt Clinton, $1,000 (H1379-1391); Thomas Jefferson
$2 (H154). Burt also engraved America Seizing the
Lightning, $10 (H497-532); the Baptism of Pocahontas,
$20 (H728-749); Concordia, $1 (H29-34); the Landing of
the Pilgrims, $1 (H29-34). (A comprehensive list of Burt's
work and that of other engravers is included in The
Engraver's Line by this author.)

Dr. Thomas Sterry Hunt is responsible for formulat-
ing the anti-photographic green ink that was used on
some United States interest-bearing treasury notes before
it was used in 1861 on our first greenbacks, our Demand
Notes. Dr. Hunt was born in Norwich, Connecticut on
September 5, 1826. After graduating from Yale, he moved
to Canada where he created his formula, which he then
sold to George Matthews; it received Patent No. 715 in
Canada. This patented formula was later sold to Tracy
Edson, American Bank Note Co. (ABNCo) vice president
who later became president of the company. The ink foru-
mulation was also patented in the United States. The
American Patent is No. 17,688. Edson is often incorrectly
credited with the development of this formula. In a letter
to a friend, Dr. Hunt expressed his disappointment: “It is
largely used in the United States, but I sold it there for a
trifle, and here our large banks move slowly, but all have
adopted it, so in a year they will have it in use, and pay me

something. I hope to sell it in
England, but nothing definite
has come about, and have
offered it to the Russian govern-
ment through a friend. As yet it
has been rather more trouble
than profit.”
Edward Charles Steimle was

born in Berlin on December 15,
1863; he came to the U.S. at age
seven with his family. In 1886 he
submitted a design to ABNCo
and was immediately engaged as
an engraver. During his time at
ABNCo as a portrait and picture
engraver, Steimle engraved the
following subjects: Locomotive,
Bolivia 5 bolivianos, PS232;
Bank of Montreal, Canada $10,
PS253; Banco Occidental, El
Salvador 50 pesos, PS179; and
the portrait of A. Schmied,
Paraguay 5 pesos, PS163. He
also engraved subjects for corpo-

rate bonds, stock certificates and miscellaneous work. In
1889 he was offered a position at the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing; he declined the offer to remain at ABNCo.
Wesley Jerndal is the only person mentioned here

who was born in the 20th century. His short life began
about 1914. With the exception of two years between
1934 and 1936, Jerndal spent his short professional life as
a picture engraver at ABNCo from 1930 until his death in
1942. An example of Mr. Jerndal's work is the Airplane on
the China 25 yuan (back), P160.

(H)essler numbers are found in the 6th edition of The
Comprehensive Catalog of U.S. Paper Money.
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A self-portrait engraved by Charles Burt
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