
Most of us have a turning point, albeit gradual, where
we switched from coin collecting to paper money collect-
ing.  I wanted to share my story.

Like most of us, I started collecting coins at a very
young age; it began by going through my grandfather’s
wheat cents on Saturday mornings, filling holes in the
blue Whitman coin folders. When I was older I was fortu-
nate enough to inherit coins and paper items that had
been passed down through my family. The coins I knew,
but the paper items I knew absolutely nothing about.

Thirty years ago I moved to St. Louis and joined the
Missouri Numismatic Society. One day I decided to take a
few of these paper items to the meeting to see if anyone
knew anything about them. I sat in the front row next to a
little older gentleman than myself, whom I did not know
at the time. 

During the meeting he noticed that I had a few notes
that I was holding and inquired about them. I mentioned
that I knew nothing about them and that I was just look-
ing for some information on them. The gentleman who I
had just met happened to be Bob Cochran, and informa-
tion about the notes he surely gave me, so much so that he
completely overwhelmed me. 

I had a couple of obsolete notes, and two obsolete

look-alike advertising notes, as he called them. He told me
what era they were from, why these notes came to be, etc.,
all of which I had found very interesting.  

Bob’s knowledge and genuine enthusiasm had piqued
my interest concerning these and the other paper items
that I had. Thus came my turning point. From that point
on, I became really interested in paper money and in turn
became a paper money enthusiast. 

As I have been able to better know Bob over the years
another thing that he has taught me was to not buy a note
and just put it away, that I should always find out the
background of the note. “Every note has a story to tell,” as
Bob would say.  

Why was the note made?  Why were different designs
used?  What was the background and history of the people
who signed the notes, etc.?  Every note has its own history
and finance lesson.

As many of you know, Bob served SPMC for many
years as the Society’s Secretary and as a member of the
board and past-President.  He has also written many arti-
cles for Paper Money, and in his articles he has always
“told the story” be it of the bank, the note, or the person,
and with such a story, I have learned, comes the true
enjoyment of collecting paper money.                                �
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‘My Turning Point’

by Jeff Sullivan

MEMPHIS IS THE PAPER MONEY SPEAKING
event of the year!
We invite presentations on any fiscal paper or fiscal

paper tie-in topic.  We will have a packed program.
Deadline for submissions is April 1st so we have

adequate time to organize the program and send out
press releases advertising your talk.

Talks are scheduled on the hour throughout the
show.  Each talk is allotted 50 minutes, which includes
time for questions.  Speakers arrive 10 minutes before
the hour for setup.

You must use Powerpoint for your visuals.  No
exceptions.  Lavishly illustrate your talk.  Bring your
own laptop or submit a disk with your presentation to

Peter Huntoon two weeks in advance of the show.
You are welcomed to mount a parallel exhibit in

the exhibition area.

Application requirements:
(1) list of presenter(s) with full contact information for

each,
(2) title of talk,
(3) catchy concise newsworthy description of the con-

tent of your talk – this will be your primary draw,
(4) advise if you need up to three display cases for

show-and-tell items.

Send applications to peterhuntoon@embarqmail.com    �

Memphis Speakers Series Call for Papers

2012 Memphis International Paper Money Show

June 14-16, 2013
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