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BARTLETT, TEXAS IS A COMMUNITY OF SOME 1,700 RESIDENTS IN
east central Texas, about midway between Dallas and San Antonio and 40
miles northeast of Austin. It was named for John T. Bartlett, one of the
donors of land for the community, which was incorporated in 1890.
Bartlett, a native of Kentucky came to Texas in 1877, and purchased land

where the community developed. He was first a merchant and then began a private
bank in the growing community.

Mary A. Bell, a native of Labadie, Missouri, was born on March 1, 1848. She
had married John T. Bartlett on
October 22, 1871. At his death on
April 24, 1904, she and six of their
seven children survived. His obituary
made special mention of his love for
his wife and children.

Several months after
Bartlett’s death, the bank became a
national bank, The Bartlett National
Bank (charter #7317) with a capital-
ization of $35,000 and 39 stockhold-
ers. Mary A. Bartlett was named
president; their son, John T. Bartlett,
vice-president; and son-in-law,
Thomas B. Benson, the cashier.

She served as president for
almost two decades, until 1923/24.
Her son-in-law T. B. Benson then
became president, but with his death
in 1932 she resumed the presidency
and continued until the bank was

voluntarily liquidated in December 1934. 
She died at her home in Bartlett on December 8, 1936, at the age of 88.

Survived by four of her children and seven grandchildren, she was buried in the
Bartlett Cemetery.

Mary A. Bartlett, National Bank President
By Karl Sanford Kabelac

Above:  A Series 1929 Type 1 note
on the bank with the fancy facsimile
signature of bank president, T. B.
Benson, the son-in-law
of Mary A. Bartlett.

The Bartlett National Bank had been
open less than a week when this
advertisement appeared in the local
newspaper on July 22, 1904.
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T HOMAS P. “TOM” ROCKWELL PASSED
AWAY on Sunday, September 2. He was active,

mobile and mentally alert until shortly before he drifted
off to sleep and died at home in his own bed, according
to a family friend.

Mr. Rockwell was well respected in the hobby.  He
was SPMC member #5726, a 30-year-plus member who
joined the Society in 1979. 

Two of Mr. Rockwell’s nieces and a Hospice nurse
were at his bedside when he passed. He would have been
95 in December.

In addition to SPMC, Mr. Rockwell had been a
member of the Boston Numismatic Society since 1958

and served as Treasurer for 39 years (1964-2003). He
was a member of the Collectors Club of Boston since
1969 and served as Secretary for 31 years (1972-2003).
He was also a charter member of the Currency Club of
New England and Secretary and/or Treasurer of that
club until 2003. 

In April of 2008 Tom was awarded the Numismatic
News' Numismatic Ambassador Award, an honor for
dedicated and selfless devotion to coin collecting goals.

The internment took place on Saturday, October
13, at Ridgewood Cemetery, North Andover, MA. It was
followed by a Celebration of Tom's Life at the Rockwell
Family home.                                                                     �

Sources

A long run of the Bartlett
newspaper, 1902-1978, has been
digitized and is available on “The
Portal to Texas History” website.
Via this, once can find the obituary
for John T. Bartlett in the April 29,
1904, issue of The Bartlett Tribune
and the obituary for Mary A.
Bartlett in The Bartlett Tribune
and News for December 11, 1936.
Unfortunately, the newspapers for
the years 1932 and 1934 are appar-
ently not available. These would
have had an obituary for Thomas
B. Benson and information on the
closing of the bank. The Handbook
o f Texas Online was helpful for
background information on the
community.                                    �

Mary A. Bartlett resumed the presidency of
the bank in 1932. She was then in her mid-
80s, as her facsimile signature on this Series
1929 Type 2 note would well lead one to
realize.

The Comptroller of the Currency annual report for 1904 provides financial data as of
September 6, 1904 for the newly opened bank.

Death claims SPMC Member Thomas P. Rockwell
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