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Introduction

FIRST, A LITTLE BACKGROUND ON THE TOWN OF GRANBURY. IT WAS
founded in 1863 by Thomas Limbert, and named after Confederate General

Hiram B. Granberry. Granbury and the county it is the seat of, Hood County (which
is named for Confederate General John Bell Hood), are rich in Texas History. Davy
Crockett's wife, Elizabeth, received a land grant in Hood County after the Texas
Revolution. She moved there from Tennesse in 1854. She is buried in Acton State
Park, the smallest state park in Texas. A large statue of her marks her grave. For loca-
tion purposes, Hood County is the county immediately southwest of Tarrant
County, the home of Fort Worth.

Granbury has two popular local legends. The first concerns the notorious
bank robber and thief, Jesse James. Contrary to the popular belief that James was
shot in the back by one of his gang in his home in Missouri on April 3, 1882, the
Granbury legend states that James escaped to Granbury. He changed his name and
lived to a ripe old age.

The second Granbury local legend has John Wilkes Booth not being shot to
death by Union soldiers in Virginia. The legend goes that Booth evaded the massive
manhunt and settled down in non-assuming Granbury. He changed his name to John
St. Helen. In fact, a store on the town square is known as “St. Helen’s.”

The First National Bank
The First National Bank was chartered on June 18, 1887, and is still operat-

ing under that name today. The First is located in its original two story Italianate
Victorian building on the courthouse square. It was built in 1883 for a predecessor
private banking and loan company. The building has been declared a Texas
Historical Landmark. The inside and outside of the building still holds much of its
original charm. The bank has a locked curio cabinet that displays several checks and
other banking forms that were used in the past.

Granbury as a town
wholeheartedly embraces its his-
torical past as tourism is a main-
stay of the local economy. Many
of the buildings on the square
have been declared historical
landmarks. During the non-win-
ter months on the weekends there
is a nighttime historical tour of
the courthouse square that is very
informative.

The FNB was the first of
two national bank note issuing
banks to be chartered in
Granbury. The FNB received
charter #3727. It issued $10 and
$20 Series 1882 Brown Backs,
$50 and $100 Series 1902 Red
Seals, $5, $50 and $100 Series

1902 Date Backs, $5, $10, and $20 Series 1902 Plain Backs, and $5, $10, and $20
Series 1929 Type 1 and Type 2 notes. The Kelly reference is incorrect in its listing of
$10 and $20 Series 1902 Date Backs, as these notes are actually $10 and $20 Series
1902 Plain Backs.

The First National Bank of Granbury, TX
By Frank Clark

The First National Bank of
Granbury on a bright Saturday
in October.
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Bank officer signature combi-
nations on notes of charter #3727
known to the author include: Cashier
J.N. Nutt and Vice President Jess Baker
are found on Series 1882 Brown Backs.
Cashier Nutt and President D.C.
Cogdell are found on Series 1902 Date
Backs. Cashier Nutt and President
Cogdell and Cashier W.F. Juliff and
President Cogdell are found on Series
1902 Plain Back notes. The signature
combination for Series 1929 notes
pairs Cashier Juliff with President
Cogdell. A $10 Series 1902 Plain Back
with Serial number 7638-A and the
pink rubber stamped sigantures of
Juliff and Cogdell is presented here.

A few facts about the officers
must include that Daniel Calhoun
Cogdell was a native Texan who came
to Hood County in 1872 at the age of

22. He was the first president of the national bank and he served at that post for 48
years. He also started the predecessor private bank in 1883. Therefore, Cogdell
served 52 years as a banker in Granbury. He married Lucy Norfleet Duke in 1873.
They had five girls and three boys. Mrs. Cogdell died in 1925 as the result of an acci-
dent. Mr. Cogdell lived alone until one of his widowed daughters, Leanna, came to
live and take care of him. Mr. Cogdell died in 1945 at the age of 96. 

Cashier Walter F. Juliff had ties to the Cogdell family as he married
President Cogdell's daughter, Zuma. Cogdell owned thousands of acres of land in

Hood County and
throughout Texas.
He also raised hun-
dreds of head of
cattle. His only
hobby was his sta-
ble of race horses.

The majes-
tic home of
President Daniel
Calhoun Cogdell
still stands today. It
is within walking
distance of the
bank. It was origi-

nally a Victorian Mansion with 22 rooms built in the 1880s. The home was destroyed
by fire around 1900. It was replaced by a 15-room gabled Craftsman-style home that
was built on the original foundation. The second home was completed in 1907. The
Cogdell family would go on to refer to the second home as the “small house.”
However, the “small house” is today the largest historic home in Granbury. In 1961,
Leanna sold the house to a local physician. It was restored to its original splendor in
1992, and was a bed and breakfast for several years. It was designated as a Granbury
Historical Landmark in December 2000. The house was vacant and for sale as of
October 2011. It is located at 616 Thorpe Springs Road on the corner of Cogdell
Street. A picture of the Cogdell residence are included with this article.                     �

The Cogdell home located at 616 Thorpe Springs Road on the corner of
Cogdell Street.

A $10 1902 Plain Back with
rubber stamped pink signa-
tures of Cashier W(alter) F.
Juliff and President D(aniel)
C(alhoun) Cogdell.
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