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MATTIE LIGHTFOOT WAS BORN IN JOHNSON COUNTY, TEXAS ON
March 16, 1858, the daughter of B. B. and Patience Lightfoot. She graduated

from Sam Houston Normal School at Huntsville and taught school. In 1881 she mar-
ried Dr. E. L. Smith, a young physician who, sadly, died several months later. She
again taught school for several years before her marriage to Samuel Richardson
Coggin of Brownwood, Texas on January 3, 1884.

Brownwood, the county seat of Brown County, is located in central Texas. It
is about one hundred miles southwest of Dallas/Forth Worth. The county was named
for Capt. Henry S. Brown (1793-1834), a native of Kentucky and an early Texas set-
tler. Brownwood, first settled just before the Civil War, had a population of 7,000 by
1910.

S. R. Coggin, a bachelor, was more than twenty-five years older than she. He
and his brother, Mody, were long-time and noted ranchers, businessmen, and bankers
in that area of Texas. His banking interests, beginning in 1881, culminated in the
chartering of The Coggin National Bank of Brownwood, in July 1910 (charter
#9812). He died soon after, on October 1, 1910, at the age of 79. During the later
years of their 26-year marriage, Mrs. Coggin had assisted him in his many business
interests.

Thus, at his death, it was natural for her to succeed him as president of the
bank. But she served for only about a year and a half before she stepped down in June
1912 to become vice president of the bank. She noted, a few years later, “I believe that
the bank president should be a man because he has to deal more with men. I can do
more for my bank through my present president than I could if I still held the office
myself.”

She was very active in the Women Bankers meetings held in conjunction with
the Texas Bankers Association annual meeting. At the very first meeting, May 8, 1912,
she spoke on “Present Day Ethics in the Bank Business.”  The next year she was to
speak on “European Savings Banks and the European Savings Habit,” but she begged-
off noting that although back from a long trip to Europe, she had not studied the
banking system. In 1914 she attend but did not give a presentation. Although confess-
ing to not being a suffragist, when interviewed at that meeting she stated, “I believe in
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the association and its dissemination of business knowledge among women, for I
believe women must know more about business.”

Mattie Coggin was also a rancher. In 1913 she attended the cattle raisers
convention in El Paso and was featured in an article in the local newspaper. She
owned a ranch, which had some 7,000 acres with more than 1,000 Texas steers, with
a partner/manager. It was some 12 miles from Brownwood, and every day she had
her phaeton hitched to a pair of patient ponies and she drives out to the ranch.  It
also noted that she is worth $150,000, and is increasing this amount at every selling
season when she deposits the earnings of her big ranch in her own bank.

She died on March 21, 1915, at her home in Brownwood at the age of 57.
The Brownwood Daily Bulletin noted she was a “good businesswoman and involved
in many philanthropies.” Noting the sadness of the community at her death, it stat-
ed “her activities were so varied and her assistance freely given in so many different
enterprises that her loss is regarded as an almost irreparable one.”  It also noted that
she had a “discerning judgment, was practicable and sensible in all matters, quiet
unassuming and unostentatious in manner, and a true friend to every worthy and
deserving enterprise. One special interest was education and she had been very active
in the Brown County School Betterment League.”

The Coggin National Bank continued until the Depression years, when it
closed in 1932.

Sources

The Handbook of Texas Online contains an entry for the Coggin Brothers,
and an obituary of S. R. Coggin is found in the Dallas Morning News for October 2,
1910. Several articles about Mrs. Coggin appeared including the “Texas Bank Ably
Run by Woman President,” in the Macon (GA) Weekly Telegraph, April 7, 1912,
and “Woman is Cattle Owner and Banker,” in the El Paso Herald, March 19, 1913.
Her role in the Women Bankers annual meetings is found in The Daily Bulletin
(Brownwood TX), May 11, 1912, with shorter articles that month in several other
Texas newspapers; The Galveston Daily News,May 15, 1913; and The Daily Bulletin
(Brownwood TX), May 7, 1914. A long obituary appeared in Brownwood’s The
Daily Bulletin, March 23, 1915, and a shorter one, with a picture of her, in the Fort
Worth Star-Telegram,March 22, 1915.  A recent depiction of Mattie Coggin by her
great-great-niece Ann Willard, graveside wearing some of her ancestor’s clothing and
reading from Mrs. Coggin’s personal diaries is found on the internet at
http://www.brownwoodtx.com/gallery/collection_c4e4d3c2-0974-11e1-880f-
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